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T O T H E 
Right Honourable and Right Worfhipful 

JOHN P ROB T 9 

Baron of CARTSFO RT, 

In the Co u n t y of WICKLQ W, in the 
Kingdom of I R E LAN D, 

GRAND- MASTER. 

My Lord, 

S nothing could induce Your Lord- 
fliip to accept of the Grand- 
Mastership of Masons, but 
the real publick Advantage of the 
Principles on which that Society is 
eftabJifhed ; hasexifted for fo many Age?,, and been 
A 2 * dift" 
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DEDICATIONS 

Wiinguifocd by aSucceffion of noble Perfonages in 
Amr High Office : So I can truly fay, That it is not 
nly my private Opinion, but the Voice of all Your 
>ordfhip's Brethren, That the Craft does not only 
eceive Luflre from Your Prefence, but that its pre- 
fent flourifhing State andExiftenceisin a great Mea- 
fure owing to Your own unwearied Application, and 
.truly noble Example, and to YourLordfliip'sWifdom 
in the Choice of Grand-Officers, under whofe Di- 
rection and Influence We daily increafe both in 
good and ufeful Members, and in that generous 
Fund of voluntary Charity, that raifes the Admira- 
tion of the World, at the mutual Love and Har- 
mony, which cements the Brotherhood $ and is al- 
ways ready to give Relief to thofe, who are worthy, 
and in Diftrefs. Therefore, Your Lordfhip being 
in Truth O.ur Establishment and 
Strength, I have humbly prefumed to 
prefix Your Name to this little Hiftory of the 
Royal Craft, and to (belter it under Your Noble 
Patronage ; and to beg Leave to fubferibe myfelf, 
both in Duty and Affection, 

fbtfr Lordfhip's ' ■ 

Moft devoted^ 

And moft humble Servant, 

J. Scott* 
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THE 

PREFAC E. 

Brethren / 

H E Hijinry and Records of the 
Free-Mafons being very faulty their 
old Conjlitutions interpolated and cor- 
rufted, not only in falft Spellings but 
by many grofs Errors in Hijlory and 
Chronology, through Length of Time 
and the Ignorance of Tranfcribers ; it was therefore 
thought expedient^ in the Tear 1723, to prevent this 
for the Future^ by printing their Htjlory and Conjli- 
tutions, at the Command of the Duke of Montagu, 
who ordered Dr. Defaguliers with George Payne, 
Efq'y and other proper Ajftftants, to undertake that 
Work ; which was executed to the Satisfaction of all. 
This Book of Conjlitutions becoming fearce in the Tear 
X Z37» Anderfon, who had ajfijled in the former 
TvorJt, prayed for the Favour of reprinting the faid 
Conflitution Book, with the Tranfaclions of the So- 
ciety down to the Tear 1738. This being complied 
with and the Copy delivered to him, the Manage-' 
went of it at the Prefs was left to the Doclor. But 
from whatfoever Caufe it might a rife, whether from 
bis want of Health > or trujling to the Management of 

Strangers, 




Digitized by Google 



vi PREFACE. 



Strangers, the Work appeared in a very mangled Con- 
dition, and the Regulations, which had been, revifed 
and corroded by Grand- Ma/ler Payne, tUere in many 
Places interpolated, and in others the Senfe left very 
obfcure and uncertain : Beftdes its being foadtd with 
long chronological Tables, which in another Place might 
have had their Ufe, but here could anfwer no other End 
than to render the Bool very difficult to be read. 

Thefe great Df feels have rendered it abfolutely necef* 
fary once more to review and tranfcribe the Records of 
the Society, in which, it is hoped, all the Objeftkns againji 
the former Book will be obviated, and the whole appear 
io greater Advantage y and be more adapted to the Pur~ 

Jofes of the Craft than has hitherto been done. This^ 
owever, being a Work of Tim*, it may not be amifs 9 
my Brethren f to inform you, that the Work is in great 



TVhat has hitherto been fpoie of is a Work of 
Bulk, intended for Lodges} more than for private 
Ufe. There yet wanted all the neteffary Articles, r#* 
Sating to the Society, to be comprized in a pocket 
Volume. This occafioned the following little Work- 
to be undertaken, about two Tears ago. And be- 
ing animated by the Approbation and Advice of a' 
noble Personage, heretofore at the 
Head of the Society, and JiiU their Advocate and a chief 
Pillar 5 and alfo with the Concurrence and kind Aj- 
fiftance of a Grand Officer, whofe ajftduous 
Care the Society in general are very fenjible ef at pre- 
fent \ 1 purfued the fame with the utmojt Fidelity. 
Many choicer articular s, not elfewhere to be found, are 
owing to the valuable Library, and kind Miftanee of* 
our worthy Brother, jfobn Warburton, Ejq\ Somer- 
fet- Herald, and F. R. S. who has alfo done Honour 
to good old Mafonry in his Hijiory and Antiquities- 
of the Roman Wall, the mojl amazing Remains of 
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PREFACE. vii 

Antiquity in Britain, lately publijhed. For a cu- 
rious Collection of Papers, containing the quarterly 
and. annual Communications, and the Committees of 
Charity, I am indebted to Mr. William Falkner, 
fenior Member of a Lodge in Newgate-Street : And 
to tht Provincial Secretary and other Brethren in 
Cornwall, for many Particulars relating to the Society 
in that Province. All thefe fignal Favours I have the 
greater Pleafun tto acknowledge, as they were all com- 
municated with a hearty Dejire of their being benefi- 
cial to the whole Fraternity. 

No Time, Pains or Cojl has been /pared in procuring 
*very Thing concerning the Fraternity not only through* 
out Britain and Ireland, andin ourUnherfities, butalfi 
in thegreateft Part *f Europe and Britifli America* 

/ truft, my Brethren, for your receiving this Pocket 
Companion with your accuftomed Goodnefs and Can- 
dour, as it is truly intended to promote the real Good and 
Benefit of our mofi excellent Society, to make its admirable 
Principles and worthy Praif ices more generally known* 
and, tfpojftble, to filence the fneering Critick, and 
fatisfy tht unprejudiced Stranger, that a good Mafon 
and an honeft Man are fynonymous Terms. There is 
one P erf on dealt with in the following Hifiory in a 
Manner that fome may think very fever e, and others 
unequal to bis Crime 5 but bad Dr. Plot difcovered 
the Secrets of the Fraternity, be Jbould have enjoyed 
bis Difcoveries for ever undifiurbed; be knew that 
would neither anfwer his Turn, nor be believed : He 
therefore attacked their very Being as a Society, and 
would have their Htftory to be the Invention of fome? 
modern Imboflors. I have therefore adventured to 
expofe his ignorance, that the Learned and Judicious 
might be m longer deceived or mifled by his real Im~ 
pofiure. -How well be has accompli/hed his Purpofe v 
6r hm bi is foiled, becomes not mo to fay: Mis left t* 
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my Brethren, and to the unprejudjad World to judge. 

It was omitted to be mentioned in its proper Place, 
that the bighefl or lajF Stone, en the Top of the 
Lanthorn of St. Paul'/ Cathedral was laid by the 
Hands of the Surveyor's Son, Chriftopher Wren, by 
Deputation from his Father, in the Pre fence of that ex- 
cellent Architect \ Mr. Strong, his Son, and other Free 
and Accepted Mafons, chiefly employed in the Execu- 
tion of the Work. Parental ia, p. 293. I have been 
alfo informed, that the Suppofltion for Sir Chriftopher 
Wren'j Neglecl of the Craft, hinted at in p. 05, of 
the enfuing Hi/lory, is in fome Inflames mifrepre- 
fented \ for no Perfon in the Grand -Matter's Chair 
ever deferved better of the -Craft, nor did more 
Honour to the Society of Fiee- Mafons, while bis 
Age would permit him to attend their Meetings ; but 
that his fupj)ofed Neglecl of his Brethren, was owing 
to no other Laufe, than bis extreme old Age, and 
tirement from the Stage of Bufmefs and Hurry, 

Notwithflanding all the Difficulties and Discourage- 
ments, all the Reproach and Obloquy, all the Scandal 
and Defamation that the Fraternity has been without 
Mercy loaded with, they flill not only keep their Ground* 
but every where increafe to an incredible Degree, fbeir 
Adions, though reproached, are yet blamelefs : And 
the more traduced, the more in Efleem with all the 
Good and Great. 

.Finally, my Brethren, may you continue to guard a- 
gainfl all Innovations, falfe Brethren, and others that 
appear in various Difguifes ; fo Jball your Wifdom re* 
cave due Praife, and the Body of Mafons no Blame* * 
May the whole Brotherhood continue inflant in good 
Works, continue to adorn the World, wbilfl Arts and 
Learning flourijh among Men, and brotherly Love 
fubfifls amongjl tbem> even to the End of the World. 

THE 
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f CH A P; I. 

tte State qf Masonry from the 
Creation to the F l o o d 

H E N .the Divine Wifdom had re- 
folved to form the World, and to 
reduce a wild Chaos to a fair, re- 
gular and germanent Syftem, the Al- 
mighty Architeft not only traced out 
the whole Plan of the Univerfe, but gave Life 
and Being, Form and Figure to every Part of 
What before had been, a rude, indigefted and im- 
moveable Heap of fenfelefs Matter. . 

B Whew 
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When the Ftat for Light was given, th» 
duH, heavy and terrene Parts of Matter, which 
overclouded the Btcfanfm^ obeyed the Almighty's 
Command, and began to range into Form and 
Order. Some fubfided to the Center of the 
Earth j but the lucid and fiery Particles afcending 
higher, feparated the Light from the Darknefi, 
and made the firft Day and Night, which be- 
came more lucid and ferene by tjie Work of the 
fecond Day ; when the Waters were drawn off 
from the Chats, and were difmifled to their feveral 
Orbs and Stations. Thus the delightful Element 
of the Air was difentangled and extraded from 
th6 Chaos * and next Day the Waters of die 
Earth being gathered into one Place, the drjr 
Land appeared, and was furnifhed with Graft for 
Cattle, and Herbs, and Fruit-trees for the Nou- 
rifhment of Man. On the fourth Day the fame 
Divine Wifdom created the glorious Orbs of the 
Sua to rule the Day* and the Mm to rule the " 
Night $ and for the Meafure and Computation 
of Time likewife. After tbefe great Bodies were 
thus iet in Order, he proceeded to the Creation of 
the animal World ; and began with Ftfl> and 
FowU which the Divine Power forltoed out of fuch 
Matter as was mixed and conco&ed with the 
Water, and gave them a prolifick Virtue, and a 
natural Inftinlt for Generation, to preferve their 
Species, and to multiply their Individuals ; a Vir- 
tue which he alfo bcftowed on the terreftrial Ani- 
mals, 
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mils, both Savages, tame Creatures, and creeping 
Things. 

Whew all Things which could 
be neceffary for Man's Felicity were ^ c \coi. 
now perfected, and fo ordered and . 
difpofcd as to contribute, in their Several Capa- 
cities, to his Benefit and Delight, then Man was • 
alfo created and introduced into the World in 
a Manner and Solemnity not unbecoming the 
Lord and Governor of it. A Work fo truly 
divine, that the Power of no fubordinate In* 
telligence could be capable of it ; and was not 
perfected without a peculiar Confutation of the 
Divine Perfons : The Refult whereof was to create 
Man whh a Mind fortified to bear the Divine 
Prcfence, qualified for the Divine Converfe, fully 
iHuminated by the Divine Spirit j and with a 
Body indulged with the Privilege of Immorta- 
lity, adorned with fuch Comelinefs and Majefty, 
as might challenge the Rule and Jurifdidion of 
this inferior World 5 and blefled with an universal 
Harmony in all its Faculties! an XJnderftanding 
fraught with all Manner of Knowledge \ a Will 
fubmitted to the Divine Pleafure ; Afic&ions 
placed upon their proper Obje£b \ Paffions calm 
and eafy ; a Conference quiet and ferene* with 
rcfplendent Holinefs and perfedt Felicity* 

This happy State was but of very {hort Dura- 
tion, by our firft Parents Difodedience to the 
Divine Precept in Paradift, which much de- 
faced the beautiful Works of the Creation in- 
Ba 
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tailing Sin, Pain and Death upon their Pofterity t 
With guilty Shame they are forced to exchange 
fair Eden's Garden for an » uncultivated World, 
which produced nothing but what was the EfFe£k* 
of toilfome Labour ; and where they had no 
other Profpeft than a fad Variety of Sorrow, Care 
and Trouble. 

A State which, liowever impaired, we can- 
not, in any wife, fuppofe to be ignorant of the 
V Kberal Sciences, much lefs of Geometry : For 
ever fince the Fall, we find the Principles of it in 
the Hearts of his Offspring, who thereby are 
enabled to trace the Wifdom, Strength and Beauty 
difplayed in all the wonderous Works of Crea- 
tion ; and thence, with Adoration, reflect them 
to their Almighty and ineffable Origin. And 
that, though after his Expulfion from Eden % he 
and his Pofterity were intirely taken up in the 
Invention, and making of what might be ufeful 
to fence them from the Inclemency of the Wea- 
ther, and the brutal World, now at perpetual 
War with them 5 yet under thefe terrible Cir- 
cumftances, we muft perceive, that, of all fub- 
lunary Beings, Man is the moft adapted to So- 
ciety, has the Seeds of Juftice, Kindnefs and 
Benignity, (which are the Sinews of Concord and 
brotherly Love,) born with him, and implanted 
in his Breaft ; that he has the Gift of Speech, 
whereby he can exprefs his Thoughts, impart his 
Mirths, Sorrows and Secrets ; communicate his 
Counfefc, and participate in Compacts, bene- 
ficial 
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ficial to himfelE and his T ' f^fow'Creatures.: \And 
happy ftill in this, :thk God had not; withdraw* 
from hjrh his Knowledge of geometry, by which * 
fcveral curious Arts were in vehted,* which to 
this Day have been trie Glory' of Mankind, and 
an Ornament to the World. • > 
• We may obferve, i that there is in Man a Fund 
of J/jduftry* and a certain liatyjy Ingenuity in 
inventing Arts and Sciences, -wheiHer mechanical 
oHiberal 5 all of; which have a mighty Tendency 
to. the Delight arid Benefit of. Mankind. And 
therefore, we need not queftion but that the- wife 
God, by.putting thefe Singularities in our Nature, 
intended, as -another End of our Creation, that 
we fhould not only live happily ouxfelves, and 
fpend our . Time in beneficial Occupations, or 
agreeable Amufements, but be Itkeivife mutually 
affiftant to each. other, Inftr uments for the Good 
of human Society 5^ which in the ScriptarePhrafe-, 
is to he all of on$ ll4ind > having CompaJJion 'me for 
another, and to love as Brethren; as all that have 
fceen true and faithful have fet us an Example. 

We may be very well affured, that Adam in* 
ftrucred his Defendants in Geometry, and the 
Application of it to whatever Grafts were con- 
venient for thofe- early Times ; without which, 
the Children of Aden muft have lived in Woods, 
Dens and Caves, like Brutes ; or at beft in fame 
poor and wretched ^Hovels of Mud. • 

B j CAIN 
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C^/J^ with his Family *ad 
Adtereim being expelled from 
3 75 4&rfs Altars forthwith buik a 
ftrong City, and called h Dtilcau or Cmjhratt % 
after the Name of bis eldeft Son whofe 
Race followed the Example, improved not only 
in Geometry Maibnjy, but made Difcoveries 
of fcveral , other curious Arts. Thus Jabal firft 
invented the Ufe of Tents, to order Cattle, and 
building in Stone and Timber $ Juhal was the 
Inventor of Mofick and mufical Inftmments ; 
and Tubal Cairn fo^nd out the Art of forging and 
working Metals, of making Armour and war- 
like Weapons, and alfo famous for bis great 
Strength and SkiM in War. 

Noa is k to be fuppofed, that the Defendants 
of Sab cam? any thing behind thole of Cain, 
in the Qdijvatfton Gepmetry and Mafenry : 
For Ewfb % thfc fifth from Sab^ who prophefied 
of the EfctegP V9Pfogr*ti<»* kft thdb Arts 
jpd Setoff? (hoylfl % out of the Knpwledge 
of Men, mfe) jtwp Odumiis, one of Brick, the 
other <tf fitMfe and infcribed their Inventions 
upon tbepi, thai it the Pillar of Brick happened 
to be overthrown by the Flood, that of StQne 
might remain i which Jofokus teUs us was to 
befeen, m hid Time, in the Land of Siriad. 

Thi enterprising Genius of Man began to 
exert itfelf very early in the Arts of Aftronomy, 
Building, working in Brafi and Iron, in Mufick, 
*pd every Science, ufc£4 and entertaining ; and 

the 



Digitized by 



U A * O N R Y. 



7 



the Undertakers were not limited by a fbort Life. 
They had Time enough before them to carry 
Things to Perfeaion ; but whatever their Skill, 
Learning, or iAduftry performed, all the Re- 
mains or Monuments thereof have long fince 
pert&ed. 

None can doubt but Aftronomy, which muft 
have been preceded by Geometry, was invented 
V from the Commencement of Time. As there 
is nothing more furprizing than the Regularity 
of the heavenly Luminaries, it is eafy to judge 
that one of the firft CuriofiticB of Mankind was 
to confider their Courfcs, and to obferve the 
Periods of them. It was not Curiofity only 
that prompted Men to apply themfclve* to a(Wo~ 
jtomical Speculations ; Neceffity .kfelf may be 
faid to have obliged them to it. For if the 
Seafons are not obferved, which are diftingutfhed 
by the Motion of the Sun, it is impoffiWe -to 
fucceed in Agriculture. If jhe Duration of the 
Month and Yeaf wete nbt determined, a certain 
Order could not he eftablHhed ki civil Affairs, 
nor the Days allotted to the Excrcifc of Religion 
fixed. Thus as neither Agriculture, Polity, nor 
Religion could difpenfe with the Want of Aftro- 
nomy, k is evident tb&t Mankind were obliged 
to apply themfefaes to the Science* from the 
- Beginning of the World; 

The Pofterity of Setk* who had for feme 
Ages retained their Integrity in the true Wor- 
fiiip of God, and a clofe Application to the 
B 4 Sciences, 
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Sciences, "were at laft infefted with the fame 
Contagion of Profenenefe .and Immorality, as 
the Race of Cain ; fo that all Sorts of Wicked- 
nefs over-fpread the Earth, and reigned trium- 
phant : But at laft ended in their Deftru&ioit 
and Extirpation by the Deluge, in which all the 
human Race perMhed, except Neab'and his Fa- 
mily. Here was a difmal Face of Things ; 
inflead of the Earth, adorned with the Pro- 
duftions of Nature, and the Improvements of 
Aft, a watry Defert appeared, which offered 
nothing to the View of Heaven, but the floating 
Wrecks of Man and his fellow Creatures, who 
were fwept away with the common Deftru£Hon ; 
which was the moft dreadful and amazing Judg- 
ment, the moft horrid and portentous Cataftrophc 
that Nature ever yet faw. 



: C H A P. II. 

The State Masonry from the Flooa 
to the Building ^ Solomon'* Temple. 

THE firft Piece of M*fonry 
that we know of; knmedi- 

2348. the Ark, wherein Nbab, and his 
three Sons, Shem> Ham and Japbet, \ 
suTMafonstrae, were prefmedJrpnx Deftru^ion ; 

all 
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'all the reft pf. Mortals peri&ing. They brought 
with them over thfe Flood, arid afterwards com- 
municated to. their Children, Geometry, and the 
Art of Building: And from thefe Mafons, or 
four grand Officers, all the prefent Race of Man- 
kind are defcended. The firft Thing- he did 
upon his landing, was . to build an Altar, and 
offer a burnt Sacrifice of every clean Bcaft and 
Fowl. God having accepted the Sacrifice, Uefled 
Noah, and gave him Power over all living Crear 
tures, with a Pedniffion to eat them as freely as 
of the Produce of the Ground : However, he 
forbid him to eat the Blood of Animals, or to 
flied that of Man ; ordering him to punilh Man- 
Daughter with Death,' and to people the World as 
faft as he could. . 

Being all of one Language and 
Speech, // came to pafs 9 as they Ycar of the 
journeyed from the East towards the jj e f£ re *cl'j/i 
West, they found a Plain in the 2247, 
Land of Shinaar, and dwelt there 
together as Nbachidar, or Sons of Mah ? the firft 
Name of Mafons 5 and for fear of the bad Conl 
fequence of Separation, they refolved to keep to- 
gether : For which Purpofe, we find that great 
Numbers of thqm afletabled in the* Plains of 
Sbinaary to build a City and large Tower ; but 
as this was only in order to make themfelves 
a Name, and prevent their Difperfion, God 
for their Vanity confounding their Speech, oc- 
casioned that which they endeavoured to avoid ) 
B 5 And 
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And hence this Tower was called Bah( or 
fufm. Upon the Top of this Tower was an 
Obfervatory, by the Benefit of which it was that 
the Babylonians advanced their Skill in Geometry 
and Aftronomy beyond all other Natipni : Fqr 

when AUxandsr tQok Babykn y Ca- 
Plwd°/oi the WW* Philofopher, who ac- 
Stfere Cft^f »»P*niod : him thither, fouitf they 
3 JI# had aftronomieal Obfervatioas for 

1903 Years backwards from that 
Time, which carries yp the Account as high as 
the 115th Year after the Flood, and fifteen after 
the building the Tower of Babel After the 
Difperfion, they Hill carried with them the Know- 
ledge of Mafonry, and that now to a great De- 
gree of Perfection. 

NIMROD or the Son, 

Year of the f Cufl, the eldeft Son of Ham> 
VfatCbrift and Founder of ^e Babyknian Mo- 
1217. narchy, being grand Maimer of att 

Mafons, after the general Migra, 
tion, built many fplendid Cities in Sbinaar ; and 
JJbur> the Son of Sbem, being driven ty Nimrpi 
out of Babybn 9 built the Cities of Nfatveb, R*b*~ 
^lotb 9 Xalah, Refsn, and many other in Ajfyria* 
The learned Mathematicians in thofe Parts, wba 
in after Ages were called Cbaldns and Magicians* 
cultivated the Science and the Art under the Pa- 
trenage of the Kings and great Men of the Eaft. 

The Confufxon of Tongues, which gave Rife 
to the anuent Pra&ic* of Mafons converting withf 

out 
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*tt the Ufr of Speech, tijtdefttl »* tte Improve* 
mcrtt of Mafonry in their fevml Colonies; to the 
Descendant* of Sbem inJJia, Ham in Africa, and of 
in left behind them fuficknt Veftiges 

to demonftrate their great Skill m Malbnry. But 
of thefe, the AJJyrians'uA Egyptians ftem to 
have made the greateft Pxogrefe in this royal Art, 
as the Walls of Batyhn, and the Pyramids of 
Egypt, two of the feven Wonders of the World, 
abundantly teftify. 

MITZRAIM* the fecond 
Son of Ham, carried to, and pre- &c 
ferved in Egypt, their original j^ qtt ari ^ 
Skill, and much cultivated the 21 18. 
Art, as their early fine Tafle 
doth manifeft. 

• • The Affyrians and Chaldeans were the firft 
of Mortals after the Flood, who applied themielvea 
to die noble Arts, according to Jofepbus, Pliny, 
Diodoni* and Cicero. 
- Btrr the' Arts which firft fpfang, 
and afterwards fiouriftie,d among the Year of the 
Chaldeans, were transferred out of j^ 4 c£ja 
Cialdea and AJfyria to the Egftti* , 9ao# ^ 
am by Abraham. For when, at 
the Command of God, he went forth from his^ 
native Soil into PaleJK*e 9 and from thence into 
Egypt, and perceived the Egyptians to be taken 
with the Study of good Arts, and to be of a 
very notable Wit and Capacity for Learning, he 
t communicated to them Arithmetick and Aftro- 
\ e nomy. 
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toomy, and consequently Geometry, which Mull 
of Ncceffity go before Aftronomy : In which 
Studies afterwards the Egyptians fo flouri&cd, that 
AriftotU, i Metapb. c i. doth affirm, though 
erroneoufly, that the mathematick Arts were 
firft found out in Egypt, by their Prieftsj who 
by their Employment were at Leifure for thefe 
Things. 

. The Defendants of Abraham* 

Rood° f bcing So J ourncrs * nd Shepherds in 
Befcre ? cLj* E ®P*> very little of Ar- 

1574. chite&ure, except the building of 
Tents, till about eighty Years be- 
fore their Exodus ; when »by, the over-ruling. 
Hand of Providence, they were trained up to 
the building in Stone and Brick 3 and built for. 
the Egyptians the two ftrong Cities of Pitkom and 
Raamajis, in order to make them expert Ma- 
sons, before they poflefled the promifed Land, 
then famous for good Mafonry. ^ 

During the forty Years Pere- 
Year of the grination of the Hebrews in the 
SSSl'&jl Wildernefs of ^ toward*. 
1490. Canaan, God was pleafed to in- 
fpire with Wifdom of Heart, Aho~ 
lialy of the Tribe of Dan, and BezaleeJ, of the 
Tribe of Judab, who erefied the glorious Taber- 
nacle, where the Divine Shbchinah refuted* 
and the Ark of the Covenant was depofited, 
which proved afterwards the Model of Solomon* % 
Temple, according to the Pattern God gave to, 

Mo/est 
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Mofis, in Mount Hsreb, who then became Grand 
V Matter of the Lodge of Ifrael, to which he gave 
wife Regulations and Charges ; though the Trar- 
dition thereof has not been tranfmitted down to 
us fo perfe£t as might have been wifhed. 

JOSHUA fucceeded in the 
Direftion: He marlhalled the If- Jg^f the 
raelites, and led them over Jordan} before ^brifi 
which God made dry for their 
March, into the promifed Land : 
And having finilhed his Wars with the Canaanites, 
lie fixed the Tabernacle at Sbilo* 9 in Epbraim* 
ordering the Chiefs of lfrael to ferve their God, 
Cultivate the Land, and carry oh the grand De- 
fign of Archite&ure in the belt Mojaick Style.. 
• The Ifralites made prodigious Progrefi in the 
Study of Geometry and Archite&ure ; but were 
ftill exceeded by the Canaanites> Phoenicians and 
Sidonians in the (acred Archite£ture of Stone, who 
being a People of a happy Genius, and Frame of 
Mind, made many great Difcoveries and Improve- 
ments in the Sciences, as well as in Point of Learn- 
ing; though it is very probable they excelled much 
- more in the Labours of the Hand than thofe of 
the. Head. The Glafs of Sidm y the Purple of 
Tyrty and the exceeding fine Linen they wove, 
were the Produft of their own Country, and 
tjpir own Inventions : And for their extraor- 
dinary Skill in working of Metals, in. hewing 
Timber and Stone j in a Word, for their per- 
feft Knowledge of what was folid, g reat and 

ornamental 
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ornamental in Architefturc, it need btit be re- 
membered, the great Share they bad in erefHng 
and decorating of the-Xemple at Jerufaltm ; than 
which nothing can more redound to their Honour,, 
or give a clearer Idea of what their own Buildings 
muft have been. Their Fame was fuch for their 
juft Tafte, fine Defign, and ingenious Invention* 
that whatever waa elegant, great, or pleafing, 
Was diftinguiflied by way of Excellence, with 
the Epithet of Sidonian j or for the Artifts to be 
Men of Tj/n. 

The City of 2)r#, Sor, or 
J car °* yi r% ^ built by a great Body of 
SSra'S^f Si(kniM M'afons from Gabala, un- 
iif a. der their Grand Matter, and proper 
Princes, or Diredors, who finifhed 
the lofty Buildings of the City, with its ftrong 
Walls and Aqueduds, in a Manner greatly to* 
the Honour and Renown of thole who had the 
conducing of this grand Defign. 

Thb Phoenician* built, in * 
Yea* of the gnmd and fumptuous Manner, the 

Before thrift famous Tcm P ,c ° f at Gaxa » 

1117. ' and artfully fupported it by two 
flender Columns,' not too big to 
grafp in the Arms of Sam/on ; who pulling thcjn 
down, the large Roof fell upon 3000 of the Lords 
and Ladies of the Pbiliftines, and killed them al* 
himfclf (taring the fame Fate. 

Zm 
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In after Times, Ahibal y King of 

Tyre, impaired that City, and ib £ e * r . of 

did his Son iSrwH ; 'under whom J^ 1 JC}* 
the Kingdom of Tyre was in .a. TocS. 



very flourifhing Condition : He alfo 
repaired abd improved fe'veral Cities in the eaftern 
Parts of his Dominions ; and being hixnfdf a 
Mafon, he took the Diredion of the Craft upon 
himfelf, and became a fumptuous Grand Mafletr 
He enlarged Tyre, and joined it 
to the Temple of Jupiter Qlympius, £ear of the 
Handing in aplfland : He alfo built JJ^Sw* 
two Temples, one to Her<uks> and 1046. 
the other to Aftartei with many 
Other rich and fplendid Buildings. 
. During att this Period, the Ifraetites, by 
their Vicinity: to the Artifts of Tyre and Sidm> 
had great Opportunities of cultivating the royal 
Art, which they failed net diligently to purfue^. / 
and at laft attained to a very high Per feftton, at 
well in operative Mafonry, as in the Regularity 
and Difcipline of their well formed Lodges, which 
through all fuccecding Ages h?& hitherto iufiered no 
Change* 
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CHAP, in: 
The State ^Masonry from the 
\ Foundation to the Confecration of the 
Temple. 

DAVID, King of Ifraeh through the long 
Wars he hadVith the Canaanitis, had not 
Leifure to employ his own Craftfmen, or thofe 
he had obtained from his fteady Friend and Ally, 
King Hiram of Tyre ; for almoft his whole Reign 
was one continued Series of Wars, Fatigues and 
Misfortunes. But at length, having taken the 
City of Jttus, and Strong-hold of 
Year of the Zion from his Enemies, he fet the 
Hood 1 301 - craft a b ou t repairing and embellilh- 
,047 ing the Walls, and publick Edifices, 
r cfpecially in Zm 9 where he fixed 
his Refidence ; and which was from him called 
the City of David: As alfo by him, or in his. 
Time, the Old ' Jebus obtained the Name of 
Jerufalem. 

D AVID, now worn, down with 
Year of the Years and Infirmities, and drawing 
Flood 1 333; near his End, affemblcd the Chiefs 
Bef °ioi of hls Peo P le > and acquainted them 

. */ . ' * with his Defign, to have built a 
munificent Rcpofitory Tor trie Ark of God;, 
having made greet Preparation for it, and laid 

up 
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up immenfe Quantities of rich Materials 5 as alio 
Plans and Models for the different Parts of the 
Stru&ure, with many neceffary Regulations for 
its future Eftablifhment ; but found it was the 
Divine Will, this great Work. was to be accom- 
plished by his Son Solomon. He requefted them 
to affift in fo laudable a Work ; and they were 
not backward to fulfil his Requeft ; fo that an 
amazing .Quantity of Gold, Silver, Copper, and 
other Metals, befides precious Stones, Marble, 
Porphyry, and other rich Materials were brought 
to htm from all Parts of the Kingdom* 

The King died foon after, in the 70th Year 
of. his Age, after having reigned .(even Years irt 
Htbron, over the Houfe of Judab, and thirty- 
three over all the Tribes. 

Upon the Death of David* and 
the Succeffion of Sokfmn to the y ear of the 
Throne, the Afi^Uon Brum had 
ever maintained for the Father, 1012. 
prompted him to fend a gratula- 
tory Embafly to the Son, expreffing great Joy tq 
find the Regality continued in the Family. When 
thefe Ambafladors returned, Solomdn embraced 
the Occafion, and wrote a Letter to Hiram in 
thefe Terms : . 

King Solomon to King Hiram, greeting. 

" "D^ lt known to thee, O King, that my 
(< JL/ Father David had it a long Time in his 
" Mind to ereft a Temple to . the Lord, but being 

"perpetu* 
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« perpetually in War, and under a Necefltf 6( 
* clearing bis Hands of bis Enemies,- and make 
" them all his Tributaries, before he could attend 
« to this great and holy Work, he hath left it to me 
u tin Time <of Peace, both to begin, and to finifh 
** it, according to the Dtre&ion, as well as the 
<« Prcdtabn of ALMIGHTr GOD. Blefled 
" be his great Name for the prefent Tranquillity 
•« of my Dominions! and by his gracious Afliftance, 
* c I (hall now dedicate the beft of Improvements of 
*< this Liberty and Leifure to his Honour arid 
" Worfhip. Wherefore I make it myRequeft, 
u that you will let fome of your People go along 
" with fome Servants of mine to Mount Lebanus* 
" to affift them in cutting down Materials to- 
4< wards this Building ; for the Sidoniam under-* 
" ftand it much better than we do. As for the 
" Workmens Reward, or Wages, whatever yoti 
<( think reafonable iball be pun&uaUy paid them.** 

HIRA M was highly pleafed with this let- 
ter, aod returned the following Anfwcr : 

King Etfram to King Solomon. 

" VTOTHING could have been more 
u welcome to me, than to underftand that 

" the Government of your blefled Father is de- 
w volved, by God's Providence, into the Hands 
of fo excellent, fo wife, and fo virtuous a Suc- 
« ceflbr ; His holy Name be praifed for it ! That 
' 44 which 
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™ which you write for fhali be doaoe with all Cane 
«« and Good- Will : For I will give Order to cut 
" down, and export fuch Quantities of thefaireft 
« Cedars, and Cyprefs-Trees, as you fhaHhave 
+* Occafioo for ; My People (hall bring them to 
" the Sea-fide for you, and from thence fhip them. 
** a*(ay to what Port you pleafe, where they may 
" lie ready fpr your own Men to traafport them to 
*« Jerufalenh It would be a great Obligation, 
" after all this, to allow us fuch a Provifion of 
* c Corn in Exchange, as may ftand with your 
u Convenience j for that is the Commodity we 
« Ill&idenr*^ moft." 

SOLO MO N was highly pleafed with this 
Anfwer of the Tyrian King, and in Return for 
his generous Offers, ordered him a yearly Prefertt 
of 20,000 Meafures : of Wheat, and 20,000 Mea- 
feres of Am- 02 for his Houfhold ; befides the 
feme Quantity pf Barley, Whe'at, Wine and 
Oil, which he engaged . to give Hiram's Mafons, 
who were to be employed in the intended Worjc 
of the Temple. Hiram was to fend the. Cedars, 
Fir, and other Woods, upon Floats to Joppa, 
there to be delivered to whom Sotomm fhould direct, 
in order to be carried to JirufaUm, He fent him 
alio a Man of his own Name, a Tyrian by Birth, 
but of Ifraeliti/b Defcent, who was a feoond 
Bt*eUtl<> and honoured by his King with the Title 
of Fathers and in 2 Chron. ii. 13. is called 
Huam A b 1 F. Tbil inffiUed Mafter. was* 

without 
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without Qucftion,'th? imoft cunning, flfilfiii ahcT 
curious Workman thai: ivtorlivcd, wliofe Abilities ' 
were not confined to .Building only, but extended 
to a]l Kinds of Work, Whether in Gold, Silver; - 
Brafe, or Ironi ; whether in Lineh^ Tapeftry, or 
Embroidery j whether c^nfi^red^as an Architect, 
Statuary, Founder or Dtfigner, -feparately or to*' 
gether, he equally excelled.- >From his Defigm, 1 
and under his Dire&ioft, all the rich and fplendid* 
Furniture of the Temple, and its feveral Appen- 
dages, were; begun, carried on, and finifliedv 
Sekrrm appointed him, in his Abfence, to fill the? 
Chair, as Deputy- Grand-Mafter ; <md in his Pre*- 
fence, Senior Grand-Warden, Mafter of Work, 
s?nd general Overfeet of ajl Artiftfc, as well fchbfe 
wfeom David had formerly procured from Tyrt, 
and Sidon, as thofe Hiram fhoujd now fend. The 
Fellow-Crafts wer^ ordered. to be partitioned into 
LoppEs, of a certain Number, with a Mafter 
and Waf&ns in each, ( to be. duly paid) fed, and 
cloatbed, to take Care of their Succeffioh : 
Thu$ a lading Foundation was kid of perfe& 
Harmony, Love, and Friendfliip ;> each knew* 
his peculiar. Bufinefs and, Duty, and the grand 
Pefign was yigoroufly purfoecL The Alliance* 
between thefe wife and Jearned Priftces ended, 
only with t^eir; Lives, 

. D1U$, theHiftorian, tells us, that the Love 
of Wifdom was the chief Inducement to that 
Tenderncfs of Friendfbip betwixt Hiram and 
Soimon 1 that they interchanged difficult, and* 

myfterious 
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myflerious Queftions, and Points of Art, to be 
folved according to the trtie Reafoh and Nature 
of the Matter in Hand. Menander, of Bfhefus % 
yrho tranflated the Tyrian Annals, 6ut of the 
Philtjime Tongue, - into Greek* alfo relates, that 
when any of . thefe Propofitions proved too hard 
for tbofe wife and learned Princes, Abdeymonus\ or 
jibdomenus^ the Tyrian, called in the old Conftf* 
tutiohs, Aymoftj or Hiram Abif> anfijoered every 
JDepice that was put to him, 2 Chroni ii. 14 ; and 
even challenged Solomon, though the wifeft Prince 
on Eaftb, with the Subtlety of the Queftions he 
propofed. 

To' carry on this ftupendous'Work with greater 
Eafe and Speed, Solomon caufed all the Craft/men, 
a* well Natives as Foreigners, to be- numbered, 
and clafled as follows, viz. 

1. HARODIM, Princes* Rulers \ ' 
orProvofts, in Number J - 

2. MENATZCHIM, Over- 
feers and Comforters of the People in 
working, that were expert Majier- 
JWafins 

3. GUIS L IM, Stone-SquarersA 
Polifhers and Sculptors ; and IS HI 
CHOTZEB, Men of Hewing \ 

and BEN A I, Setters, Layers or?" 80,000 
Builders, being able and ingenious y 
Fellow-Crafts J, ■ 

Carried 6ver 83,600 

: 4- The 
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Brought over 83,600 

4* The Levy out of Ifrael, ap-l 
pointed to work in Ltbanan^ one! 
Month in three, 10,000 every Moritb, 1 30,006 
under the Diredion of noble Adomram 1 
.who was the junior Grand-Warden. J 

All the Free-Mafons employed iny 

die Work of the Temple, exclufiveS 113,600 
of the two Grand- Wardens, were 3 

Besides the JJb Sabbat, or Men of Burthen, 
the Remains of the Old Canaanitts, amounting 
to 70,000, who are not numbered among Mafons. 

Whin they were all duly marfliaUed, Solomon, 
who had been (Un adding immenfe Quantities of 
Geld, Silver, precious Stones, and other rich 
Materials, to thofe which David had laid up be- 
fore his Death, put them into proper Hands, to 
be wrought into an almoft infinite Variety of 
Ornaments. The vaft Number of Hands em- 
ployed, and the Diligence, Skill, and Dexterity 
of the Mqfttr of Work* the Overfeers and Fellow- 
Crafts, was Aich, that he was able to level ih6 
Fott-Stont of this vaft Strudure in the fourth Year 
of his Reign, the third after the Death of David, 
and the 486th after the Children of IfraiPs paffing 
Year of the the RiJm ' s,a ' This n»gm*rc cn * 
World 1992, Work was begun in Mount Moriah, 
of the Flood on Monday, the fecond Day of the 
>33 6 » ***** Month Zif, which anfwers to th* 
<*rtfi 10! J. twcnty .fi r ft f our April, being the 

fecond Month of the (acred Year; and was car- 
ried 
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ripd on with fuch prodigious Speed, that it wa§ 
finiflied in all its Parts in little more than feven 
Years, which happened on the eighth Day of the 
Month iW, which anfwers to. the twenty-third 
or" our O&okr, being the feventb Month of the 
facred Year, and the eleventh of King SoUmm. 
"What is ftill more aftonUhing, is, that every Piece 
of it, whether Timber, Stone, or Metal, were\ 
brought ready cut, framed, and polilhed, to 
Jerusalem \ fo that no other Tools were wanted, 
or heard, than what were neceflary to join the - 
federal Parts together. All the Noifc of Ax f 
Hammer, and Saw, was confined to Libtnm* the 
Quarries and Plains of Ztredatbab> that nothing 
might be heard among . the Mafons of Sim, fave 
Harmony and Peace. 

The Length of the Temple, or Holy Place, 
from Wall to Wall, was fixty Cubits of the facred 
Meafure ; the Breadth twenty .Cubits, or one 
third of its Length ; and the Height thirty ~ 
Cubits to the upper Ceiling, diftinft from .the 
Porch : So that the Temple was twice as long and 
large every Way as the Tabernacle. The Porch 
was 120 Cubits high; its Length twenty % and 
Breadth ten Cubits. The Harmony and Symmetry 
of the three Dimenlions in the Temple are very 
remarkable, which are the Proportions congruous 
to the three great Concords in Mufick, which 
muft be a grateful Proportion to the Eye, as that 
Harmony in Mufick isfo exceedingly ravifhing to 
the Ear. The Oracle, or Moft Holy Places war, 

a 
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perfcft Cube of twenty Cubits, thereby lha- 
flowing the Perfe£Hon of Happinefs : The great 
Philbfopher, Arijlotle, fays, that he tirho bears the 
Shocks of Fortune valiantly, and demeans him- 
Telf uprightly, is truly goody and of a fquare Pofture 
without Reproof. Befides, as the fquare Figure is 
4he moft firm in Building, fo this Dimenfion of 
the Oracle was to denote the Conftancy, Duration 
and Perpetuity of Heaven. The Wall of the 
Outer Court, or that of the Gentiles, was 7700 
Feet in Compafi, and all the Courts and Apart- 
ments would contain 300,000 People : The 
Whole was adorned with 1453 Columns of Parian 
Marble, twifted, fculptured, and vohited, with 2906 
Pilaftres, decorated with magnificent Capitals, and 
about double that Number of Windows, befides 
thofe in the curious Pavement. The Oracle and 
Sanftuary was lined with maffy Gold, adorned 
with all the Embellifhments of Sculpture, and fet 
with numerous, moft gorgeous, and dazzling De- 
corations of Diamonds and all Kinds of precious 
Stones, 

No Structure was ever to be compared with 
the Temple, for its exaftly proportioned and 
beautiful Dimenfions, from the magnificent Por- 
tico on the Eaft, to the glorious and reverend 
Sanftum Sanftorum on the Weft ; with ..the nu- 
merous Apartments for the Kings, Princes, San- 
hedrim, Priefts, Levites and People of Ifrael\ and 
the Outer Court for the Gentiles, it. being an Houfe 
of Prayer for all Nations, The ftofpea of it 
1 i highly 
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highly tranfcended all that we are now capable to 
imagine, and has ever been efteemed the fineft 
Piece of Mafonry upon Earth, before or fincc. 

The old Conftkutbns aver, that 
fome (hort Time before the Confe- Year of the 



came from Tyre to take a View of 
that mighty Edifice, and to infpe& 
the different -Parts thereof, in which he was ac- 
companied by King Solomon, and the Deputy 
Grand Matter, Hiram Abif\ and after his View 
thereof, declared the Temple to be the utmoft 
Stretch of human Art. Solomon here again re- 
hewed the League with Hiram, and made him a 
Prefent of the facred Scriptures, tranflated into 
the Syriac Tongue, which it is faid is ftill extant 
among the Maromtes, and other Eaftern Chrifti- 
ans, under the Name of the old Syriac Verfion. 

Thi Temple of Jebovab being finilhed, under 
the Aufpices of the wife and glorious King of 
J/rael, Solomon, the Prince of Architecture, and 
the<iRAND Master Mafon of his Day, the 
Fraternity celebrated the Cape-Stow with great 
Joy ; but their Joy was foon interrupted by the fud- 
den Death of their dear and worthy Matter Hiram 
Abif\ nor lefs was the Concern of King Solomon, 
-who after fome Time allowed to the Craft to vent 
their Sorrow, ordered his Obfequies to be per- 
formed with great Solemnity and Decency, and 
buried him in the Lodge near the Temple, ac- 



cretion of the Temple, King Hiram 



Flood 1356. 
Before Cbrifi 
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cording to the ancient Ufages among Mafons; and 
long mourned for his lofi. 

Th £ Fame of this grand Edifice (bon prompted 
the Inquifitive of all Nations to travel, and fpend 
fome Time at Jerufalem, and furvey its Excellen- 
cies, as far as was allowed to the Gentiles i and they 
foon found, that the joint Skill of all the World 
came infinitely fliort of the Israelites, in the 
Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty of their Architec- 
ture, by which, as by the moft perfect Pattern, 
they refolved tocorreA that of their own Coun- 
tries at their Return. 



CHAP. IV. 

The State ^/Masonry from the 
Confutation ttf the Dejiru&tion of 
Solomon'* Temple, and Captivity of 
the Jews. 

THE Work of the Temple being complcated, 
the Fraternity were next employed in 
* carrying on other great Works in Jerufalem $ as 
alfo in building the Houfe of the Foreft of Le- 
banon ^ with a large Watch-Tower, that looked 
on the Road to Damafcus 5 and feveral Cities on 
the Road from Jerufalem to Lebanon ; the Store 
Cities Eaft and Weft of Jordan-* the Cities of Afir 
1 Afegeden 
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Magedon and Gazara, in the Land of the Phi* 
liftmes And laft of all Tadmor* in the Defart to- 
wards Syria* one Day's Journey from the Euphrates , 
and fix from Babylon* called in later Times by 
the Greek's Palmyra* with a lofty Palace in it : 
The vaft and glorious Ruins of this once great 
City, in Marble Pillars, Arches, and other grand 
Remains, has been at large defcribed, and are 
feen by Travellers to this Day. 

All thefe and many more coftly 
Edifices were finUhed in the fliort Veaf of the 
Space of thirteen Years after the ggj ^ 
Temple, by the Care of 550 Prin- 979 . 
ces, or Matters of Work : For 
Mafonry was carried on throughout all the Kirtg- 
dom of Ifrael* and many Lodges were conftituted 
under Grand-Mafter Solomon* who, as the old 
Confti tut ions relate, annually afiembled the 
Grand Lodge, at Jerufalem* to preferve the 
Cement of the Fraternity, and tranfmit their 
Affairs to the lateft Pofterity. 

Upon the Deceafe of Solomon* 
many of his Mafons began to tra- ^5*J\ of * e 
vcl, and carried with them the £g£ *gk 
high Tafte of Architefture, with ^ 7J , 
the Secrets of the Fraternity, into 
the feveral States of AJia and Africa* and aKb into 
Europe \ for the Tradition is, that they travelled to 
Hercules** Pillars in theWeft j and to Cathay* in the 
£aft; .and the old Conftitutions do moreover affirm, 
that one called Ninus y who had been at the build* 
C z ing 
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ing of the Temple, brought the refined Know- 
ledge of the Science and the Art mto Gerthony and 
Gaul. 

i In many Places, being highly favoured, they 
obtained fpecial Privileges j and becaufe they 
taught their liberal Art to the Free-born only, 
they were called Free-Masons ; conflicting 
Lodges in the Places where they were employed 
in Building, by the Encouragement of the Great, 
Noble, and Wealthy, who foon requefted to be ac- 
cepted as Members of the Lodge, and Brothers of 
the Craft ; till by. Merit, thofe Free and Accepted 
Mafons came to be Matters and Wardens. Then 
it was that Kings, Princes and Potentates became 
Grand-Matters, each in his own Dominions, in 
Imitation of Solomon 5 fo that the Gentile Nations 
improved every where beyond Expreflion, and be- 
came excellent Mafons. 

The Divifion of Solomon's Do- 
Year of the minions into the Kingdoms of Ifrael 
j'iood 1 374- ^d Judab, did not much affeft the 
MO g \™ Tifi Fraternity, or difturb their Lodges: 
For Jeroboam ordered them to build 
him two Palaces, the one at Sicbem, and the other 
vx Penuel* and alfo to make and erea the two 
curious Statues of the Golden Calves, with Tem- 
ples for their Worlhip, the one in Bethel, and the 

other »n & an > which were worfhi PP ed h Y thc 
JfraeUtes till they were taken and carried away 
by S«lmanefar and Tiglath-Pilefer. YUmgBaaJha 
built rfrtob fpx his Palace i and King Omri built 
: * : ' Samaria 
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Samaria for his Capital ; where his Son King: 

Ahab built a large and fumptuous Temple for ftis 

Idol Baat 9 afterVvardd deffroyed by King J*hu r 

and a Palace of Ivory, befidfcs many Caftles and 

fenced Cities. 

The .People of Lejfer Afia became excellent 

Mafons, particularly wSardis in Lydia % and all 

along the Sea Coaft in etfeuMner Pantile Cities, and 

efpecklly at Ephefus, where the old Temple of 

Diana, which had been btrilt in -the 

. Days of Mofesj and burnt down Ycar of- the 

fome Years after the Death of rt° 7 /J 
_ , Before C/iv/j? 

was now ordered to be re- 
edified in great Splendor. Ac- 1 
cordingly the Kings of Afia refbunded and adorned' 
it with 127 Pillars of the bed Marble, in two 
Rows, in the Form of a double Portico, each 
fixty Feet high, -and thirty-fix of them were of 
moft exquifite Sculpture, by the Direction of Dre- 
fiphm and Arcbifhrvn^ the Difciples of Solomon's 
Travellers : But it was not finiflied till the Days 
of Hezikiab, King of Judab, by Demetrius, and 

. Paonius the Efbefian, having employed the Craft 

, for 220 Years. 

The Temple of Diana was of the hnic Oder, 
in Length 425 Feet, in Breadth 22a, with a daly 
proportioned Height. This magnificent and ad- 
mirable Fabric became *he thfod of the feven 
Wonders of Art, and the Miftrefs of Lejfer 
Afta; and which for its aftonifbing Workmanfhip, 

. Xerxes, the avowed Enemy of Image Wor- 
C 3 * fhip, 
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Chip, thought fit to leave Handing, while he burnt 
all the other Temples in his Way to Grace. 

But on the fame Day that 
piuL rf the • Al '* an * ir *b* ® r * at w « b°rn, after 
Before ctlft * had ftood ^5 Years from the 
356. Time of its being finifticd, this beau- 
tiful Edifice was burnt to the 
Ground by a Villain, who thought thereby to 
tranfinit his Name to Pofterity ; for upon being 
put to the Rack he acknowledged that his only 
View was, that by deftroy ing fo excellent a Work, 
he might perpetuate his Name, and make it be 
remembered in after Ages : Whereupon the Coun- 
cil of Afia made a Decree, that no one fhould 
ever name him j but this: made him fo much the 
more remembered, fo remarkable an Extrava- 
gance fcarce efcaping any of the Hiftorians that 
have written of thofe Times. It was again rebuilt 
by the famous Architoft and Defigner, De*ocraus f 
at the Expence of the neighbouring Princes and 
States. 

The AJfyrian Monarchs, ever fince Nimrod 
and Nima 9 had cultivated the Royal Art, efpecially 
at their great Nintvth, down to Sardanapalus, 
who being beiieged by his Brother 
Year of the Tiglatb-Piltfir* and his General, 
Flood MhMfir, burnt himfclf, his Fa- 

£0. mily, "and vaft Treafure in old 
Nimrtfs Palace, in the twelfth 
Year of Jttbam, King of Judab when the 

Empire 
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Empire was. partitioned between Tiglatb* who 

fucceeded at Nineveh* and Nabonajfar* who 

reigned over ChakUea. 

NJBONASSJR* called alfo Beltfts and 

Baladan* was an excellent Architeft and Aftro- 

nomer ; and during his whole Reign, employed 

and encouraged the Craft, parti* 

cularly in building the great Baby- £ car . of r the 
1 v ^ r> • • c iT- Pl°od 1601. 
Ion : From the Beginning of his &fore c ^ 

Reign, commenceth the famous 74.7. 

aftronomical ./Era, which ftill bears 

his Name. The Science, and the Art long flou- 

riihed under the Babylonian Princes, and extended 

now to the remoteft Parts of Afia. About this 

Time, alfo, we find that 'old Mafonry took a 

weftern Courfe j for the Difciples of Sc/cmu's 

Travellers, by the Encouragement <>/ Pxinccs a:.d 

States in the Weft, built, enlarged, cmbellifiied 

&nd adorned" Cities paft Number, particularly 

Conjlantinople, Rome, Ravenna* and many more 

in Greece* Italy* Spain aod Gaul. 

The Syrians adorned Damafcus* 

by the Affiftance of Solomon's Ma- Yw of the 

fens, with a lofty Temple, a royal ™£ 

Palace, and a public Altar of moft 7^ 

admirable Workmanfhip, which 

laft fo ravilhed Ahaz* King of Judah* that be 

caufed a Pattern thereof to be taken, and ient k 

to Urijah, the High-Prieft of J$rufalem ; and 

upon his Return, having removed the Altar of 

C 4 the 
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the Lord out of its Place in .the Temple, ordered 

this new Altar to be fet up in its Stead. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR capti- 

Year of the vated all the Royal Family, and 

W "l d |4«6. Flower of the Nobles of Judab, 
©f the Mood r . „ c . . J . 3 

1760. efpecially of the more ingenious 

Before Chrifi Craftfmen, that were of the fair- 
588. eft Countenance and quickeft Parts, 
' laid wafte the whole Land of 
Jfrael ; and with numberlefs other fine Edifices, 
deftroyed the glorious and inimitable Temple of 
Solomon : For in the fifth Month, on the fevenfh 
Day of the Month, #. e. towards the End of our 
July, came Nebuzaradan, Captain of the Guards 
to the King of Babylon, tojerufalm, and after hav- 
ing taken out all the facred VefTels, and the two fa- 
mous Pillars, that were in the Temple, and all the 
Riches that could be found in the King's Palace, 
and the City : He did, purfuant to the Command 
of his Matter, on the tenth of the fame Month, 
fet both the Temple and City on Fire, overthrew 
all the Walls, Fortreffes and Towers belonging 
thereto, wholly rafing *nd levelling it to the 
Ground, till he had brought all to a through and 
perfe& Defolation. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR, being 
Year of the now at Reft from all his Wars, and 
Flood 1778. be5ng in fuU Pcace at home, he 

570 app& d himfelf with e reat Induftr y 

to the carrying on this grand De- 
fign in finifhing of his Buildings at Babylon, and 

employed 
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employed therein all the able Artifts of Judea, 
and other Captives to join his own Chaldean Ma- 
fons ; who by their joint Labour made it the 
fourth of the feven Wonders of Art. The moft 
famous Works therein were the Wall* of the City, 
the Temple of Belus 9 in which were placed the 
brazen Sea, the Pillars, fefr. brought from Jerufalem f 
the Palace and hanging Gardens, the River and the 
artificial Lake and Canals, made for draining that 
River. In the Magnificence and Expence of 
which Works, he much exceeded whatfoever had 
been done by any King before him : And ex- 
cepting the amazing Wall of China, nothing like 
it has been fince attempted whereby a#y one elfe 
can be equalled to him. This fumptuous Grand*- 
Mafter, alfo, caufed to he erefted in the Plains of 
Dura a golden Image, of their God BaaL> fixty 
.Cubits highland fix broad j containing 700a Attic 
Drachma's of Gold, according to Diodorus, which 
amounts to three Million's and a half of our 
Money. 

The Jewijh Captives, after Nebuchadnezzar's 
Death, kept themfelvc* at Work ki regular 
Lodges, waiting the appointed Time of their De- 
liverance ; for Beljhazzar being 
flain, Cyrus \ the Perjian, foon after Year of the 
removed the imperial Seat to Sufiana, fc£f e J* 1 ^ 
in Per/la, and thereby put an End ^ 
to the Babylonian Empire, after it 
had flood 209 Years \ and promifed the Ifradites 
C 5 great 
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great Favour, and a fpeedy R^ftoration to their 
own Land. 

The Meies and Perfians had 
of the muc h improved in the Royal Art, 

Before Ckrik mi had cvcn out " donc thc 4Ifr rtan * 
707. to Mafonry at Ecbatana* which 
being repaired, beautified and vaftly 
enlarged by Deioces, King of the Medes, who 
reigned there with great Wifdom, H6nour and 
Profperity for above fifty Years 5 during which 
Time he conftantly employed the Fraternity, and 
it becoming a great City, he is for this Reafon, 
by the Greeks, thought to be the Founder of it. 
Alio Sufiana and Perfepolis, with many more fine 
Cities were built before the Perfians had overcome 
the AJJyrums and Babylonians in War, where they 
had {hewn admirable Skill ; but yet did not come 
up to the Accuracy of the Temple, and other 
Structures of Sokmo*. 
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CHAP. V. 

The State of Masonry from 
Grand-Majler Cyrus, to Grand-Maf* 
ter Seleucus Nicator. 



GTRUSj now King of King?, 
and Founder of the Perjian of g * B 
Empire, iffued out his Decree for 
reftoring the Jews unto their own 536. 
Land, and the rebuilding of the 
Temple at Jerufalem : And conftituted for his 
principal Grand-Mafter of Judea, ZerubabeU the 
Son of Salathiel % under the Title of Ttrjhatba, by 
immediate Commiifion from him. All the Veffcls 
of Gold and Silver brought to Babylon from 
Jerufalem) were, by this Decree, ordered to be 
delivered by Mitbredatb> the Kiag's. Trcafuter, to 
Zerubabelj who carried them back to Jerufalem > 
the Veflels that were at this Time reftorcd, a- 
mounted to 5400, the Remainder was brought 
back by 2?zr*, in the Reign of Jrtaxerxes hmgi* 
m*mu many Years after. But before the Temple 
was half finilhed, Cyrus died, which then put a 
Stop to the Work, and afterwards by various Arti- 
fices 
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ficcs of hisSucceflbrs j yet in twenty Years it was 
finilhed, which happened in the 

pw 0f » tlie fixth Ycar of Da i us Htfofp** 
Before alfa thou S h far inferi or to the Temple of 
51 6, Solomon , either for Extent or Deco* 
ration, yet being in the true SWfc 
mnlan Style, it was the fineff Building upon 
Earth. The Sidonians were frank and liberal 
towards this Work, as in the Days of Hiram, 
bringing down Cedar-Planks in Abundance from 
Libanus to the Sea-Shore, and from thence into 
the Port of Joppa, as they had been ordered firft 
by Cyrus, and after him by Darius. Here, alfo, 
the curious Craftfmen held ftated and regular 
Lodges, as in the Days of Solomon, afibciated with 
the Mafter-Malbns, giving Lectures, and ftri&ly 
adhering to good old U&ges. 

DARIUS was a Prince of 
Year of the Wifdom, Cfcmericy and Juftice ; 

fefbfe OHft and hath Honour t0 have h& 
520. Name recorded in Holy Writ for 

a Favourer of God r s People, a Re- 
storer of his Temple, and a Promoter of Bis 
Worfhip therein ; he was blefled with a numerous 
Iffue'y a long Reign, and great Profperity. Ifr 
the Time of his Reign, firft appeared in Perfia, 
the famous Ztrdufht or Zoroafires, the Archimagus 
or Grand- Mafler of the Magians: He war called 
the Teacher of all Human and Divine Know- 
ledge i and his Difciples were greit Improvers of 
Geometry, and the liberal Arts, ere&ing many 

Palaces 
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Palaces and Fire Temples in the Empire, and long 
flourifhed in Eaftern Afia. A Remnant of them 
are ftil! to be found in Perjia, and feveral Parts of 
the Eaft, who retain many Ufages peculiar to the 
Rnee-Mafons j but they are not confidered in a 
religious View, for every Brother is left to Liberty 
of Conference, being only ftri&ly charged to 
maintain the Cement of the Lodge, and the. 
Articles of Noah. 

A H A SU E RU S 9 called jfr* 
taxerxes Longimanus 9 having mar- Year of the 
ried the beautiful Jmefi, Queen JJ£ ggf 
Efther^ became a great Favourer of j lo# 
the Jews ; and jn the third Year of 
his Reign, he made a great Feaft in his Palace of 
Suza ; And the Drinking was according to the Law, 
none did compel : For fo tie King had appointed to all 
the Officers of his Houfe 9 that they Jhould do according 
to every Maris Pleajure. Eft, I. v. 8. He alfo 
appointed. Ezra, the learned Scribe, to fucceed 
Zerulabel in the Direction of the Craft; .who 
built many Synagogues as well in Jerufalemas in 
the other Cities of Judea : And next to him 
Nebemiahy who built the ftrong 
.Walls of jerufdlem : He for that Year of the 
Purpofe divided his Workmen into Jjg^ »j93j 
Clafles or Companies, more pro- n ^ 
perly Lodges, and affigned to each 
of them the Quarter where they were to work, 
and their Places of Refrefliment ; but referred to 
Wmfelf the Reviewal and Diredion of the Whole, 
^ in 
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in which he laboured fo effbaually as to compleat 
the Work, notwithftanding the utmoft Efforts of 
his Enemies, both within and without the Walls, 
to retard his Defign. While Part of the Craft 
were carrying on the Building, the other flood to 
their Arms to defend them againft any fudden 
Attack : And all had their Arms at Hand, even 
while they worked, to be ready at a Signal givea 
to draw together to any Part, where the E- 
nemy fhould be discovered to be coming upon 
them. 

^ DARIUS NOTHU5 gave 

?£d to!? 1Lawre . f ° SaniaUet > thc Heroniti, 
Before Cbrift thc Friend a « d Advocate of the 
408. Samaritans, to build a Temple upon 
Mount Gerizim, near Samaria, and 
fo far infinuated himfelf into the Favour of Darius, 
as to procure the High-Priefthood for ManaJJis, 
his Son-in-Law, and Brother to Jaddua the High- 
Prieft of Jirufalm. This Temple flood in Splen- 
dor till demolifhed by JobnHyrcanus, who levelled 
the City and Temple with the Ground ; and com- 
pelled all the ldumaans to conform to the Law of 
Mof$s. After Nibtmah, the High-Pricft of Jeru- 
fakm, was ufually the Provincial Grand-Majler of 
Judea, as well under the Perjians as the Grt$ks 
and Romans. 
- Un d e r Darius Ocbus, Maufolus King of Carta, 
in Lejptr Afia, died, which Accident was ren- 
dered famous by the great Grief which Artmefta, 
who was both his Sifter and his Wife, cxpreffed 

for 
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for bis Lois. Before (he died, fhe 
jook Care for the erecting that fe- Year of t1l€ 
mous Monument for him, at Hali- cfoh 
carnaflus, which was reckoned the ^$3. 
fifth of the feven Wonders of the 
World, and from whence all Monuments of more 
than ordinary Magnificence are called Maufiltumi. 
It was in Length from North to South fixty-three 
Cubits, in Circuit 411 Feet, and in Height 140 
Feet, furrounded with 136 Columns of moft 
admirable Sculpture; and the Fronts, Eaft and 
Weft, had Arches feventy-three Feet wide, with 
a Pyramid on the fide Wall, ending in a pointed 
Broach, on which was a Coach with four Horfes of 
one Marble Stone. All was performed by the four 
beftMafons of the Age, Scopas, Leocbares, Timotheus y 
and Br tax. 

After the Fre&ion of Salomon's, or as fome 
think, the fecond Temple, the Royal Art was 
brought into Greece* where the Craft was en- 
couraged to the utmoft, and Geometry every where 
cultivated with uncommon Induftry ; many noble 
Structures were ere&ed, which to this Day £hew 
their former Magnificence and Grandeur, though 
many of thofe early Performances of the Greeks in 
Architedure have been loft in the Ruins of Time. 

The Greeks , however, were not 
very famous for their high Tafte in J* ar °^ tbe 
the Royal Art, till the Time of J*£ 
Tbales the Mile/urn^ who was the 
firft that brought Geometry with 
very great Improvements out of Egypt into Greece. 

PTTHJ- 

Digitized by Google 



40 The History*/* 

PYTHAGORAS, the Scholar of Thater, 
alfo, travelled into Egypt, and from thence to 
Babylon* in which Countries he continued twenty- 
two Years, became the Difciple of Zoroajlret* and 
acquired all the Learning of the Magians ; as 
Veil as the Law of Mofes, and the facred Writings 
from the Babylonian Jews. Upon his Return into 
, Greece, he became the Head of a 

Flb^d ° f 8* z* nCW Se&9 and alf ° f0rmed * n ^ Ca ~ 
Before Chrffi iem Y> or of GeOm*- 

516. tricians, to whom he communi- 
cated the Secrets of the Science and 
the Art, and all the Ufages of the Free-Mafons 
and fbon after difcovered, with many other Pro* 
pofitions, the^forty-feventh of the firft Book of 
Euclid, which if rightly, under flood, is not only 
the Foundation of Mafonry, but of all Proportions 
and Dimenfions whatfaever.. . This by Mafons is 
called his Eureka, becaufe they Have it by Trar 
dition that he was the Inventor of it. 

After the Death of Pythagoras* Geometry 
was the darling Study of the Greeks, and their 
learned Men reduced the noble Science tb the U(e 
of ingenious Mechanic ks of all Soiits, that perform 
fry Geometry, as well as the Operators in Stone 
and Brick. And as Mafonry and Geometry now 
went Hand in Hand,, many Lodges appeared, 
efpecially in t}ie Grecian Republicks, where Li~ 
berty, Trade and Learning flourifhed ; efpecially at 
Sicyon* Athens and Corinth* and the Cities of Ionia 
till they brought to full Perfection, their beautiful 
Doric,, Ionic, and Corinthian Or ders in Archkedhire. 
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It would require a large Volume 
to defcribe all the famous Buildings Year of the 



was adorned : It was under the long 4 ^ 
and glorious Government of Peri- 
cles, that Athens enriched with Temples, Porticoes 
and Statues* became the Admiration of all the 
neighbouring States, and rendered herfelf almoft 
as illuftrious by the Magnificence of her Buildings, 
as (he wis for the Glory of her Exploits in War. 
Thus were the Athenians infpired with a Tafte for 
all the fine Arts : For Pericles fet all the able Hands 
to work; and raifed fo lively an Emulation among 
the mod excellent Craftfmen in every Kind, that, 
folely intent upon immortalizing their Names, 
they uied their utmoft Endeavours, in all Works 
committed to their Care, to excel each other, and 
to furpafs the Magnificence of the Defign by the 
Beauty and Spirit of the Execution. It might 
have been believed, that there was not a fingfe 
Building, but rauft have required a great Number 
of Years, and a long Succeflion of Men to com- 
pleat it : And yet, to the Aftonifhment of every 
Body, they were all carried to fo furprizing a De- 
gree of Perfection under the Government of one 
Man ; and that too in a very few Years, confider- 
ing the Difficulty and Excellency of the Work- 
manship. 

Such was the great Perfection that the fine 
Arts had bow attained to in Grace* that to at- 



with which the City of Athens only 




tempt 
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tempt to particularize the Arts, or enumerate the 
Artifts, would baffle all Dcfcription. 

GREECE abounded every where with the 
moft famous and expert Architects, Mafons, Sculp- 
tors, Statuaries, Painters, Defigners, Philofophers 
and Academifts ; from whofe Subtiltles in Art, 
and Improvement in all the liberal Sciences, the 
Fellow-Crafts were taught to be the beft Operators 
upon Earth. All the excellent Painters and Phi- 
lofophers are in the Lift of ancient Architects 5 
they all taught Geometry, and many of them 
pra&ifed operative Mafonry, and being Gentlemen 
of great Repute, they were generally at the Head 
of the Craft, who by their fine Defigns and Draw- 
ings, as well as their prudent Government of the 
Lodges, bred up many able Artifts. By a Law in 
Greece^ no Slave was allowed to learn the feven 
liberal Sciences, or thofe of the Free-born : Thefe, 
according to the old Conftitutions, are Grammar, 
Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry, 
Mufic and Aftronomy ; fo that in Greta, alfo, we 
find the Fraternity were called Fi^bi-Masons, 
and in their many Lodges, the Noble and Learned 
were accepted as Brothers at this Time, and after- 
wards for many Ages. 



all Egypt j when poor Darius flying into Ba£lria y 



Year of the dcn' iany having overcome Darius Co- 




JLEXANDER, the Mace* 



domannus at the Granicus, and in the 
Battles of ljfus and Arbela> taking 
Tyre and Gaza, and foon over-ran 



was 
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was there murdered by one of his own Generals : 
After a Continuance of 207 Years, in htm ended 
the Perfian, and in Alexander began the Grecian 
Empire. In one of Alexander's drunken Frolicky, 
he burnt the rich and fplendid City of Perfepcl^ 
which was truly a City of Palaces in the belt 
Style; but all its Beauty and Splendor could Dot 
preferve it from the inebriated Fury of this info* 
lent Difturber and common Enemy of the human 
Race ; by no Means to be allowed to Tank in the 
Lifts of true Mafons. 

However, his Architeft, the Ycar °* thi 
renowned Denocrates, before men- {J 1 ™* 1 
tioned, prevailed with him to per- * ' 
form fome grand Defign, and to en- 
courage the Fraternity ; he propofed to him to .dif- 
pofe Mount Atbos into the Form of that Prince's 
Statue, with a City in one Hand, and in the other 
a large Lake to water that City ; but this great 
Defign never took Efk&. The Ambition of 
Alexander prompted him to the Building of a new 
City in Egypt, in a very convenient Place over- 
againft the Maud of Pbarus, and called it Alexan- 
dria, which thenceforth became the Capital of 
that Kingdom. It is remarked by Varro, that 
at the Time of building Alexandria, the Ufe of the 
Papyrus was firft found out, and ufed in that City 
by the Fellow-Crafts to draw out their Defign* 
and Plans for different Parts of their Work, and 
other Ufes. The Papyrus, in its proper Significa- 
tion, 
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tion, is z Sort of great Bulrufh, growing in the? 
$ Iarfhes of Egypt, near the A?/*. It runs up into* 
a triangular Stalk to -the Height of about fifteen- 
Feet, and' is ufually a Foot and Half in Circum- 
ference. Thefe when flaked and fep3 rated from 
the Stalk, made the Paper ufed by the Ancients* 
and which from the Name of the Tree that bare 
ft, they called, alfo, Papyrus. The Manner bow 
it was fitted for Ufe may be feen in the eleventh 
aysd twelfth Chapters of the thirteenth Book of 
Pliny's Natural Hiftory. Denccrates was the Ar- 
chkeft thereof, having firft drawn a Plan of the 
City, with its Walls, Ga*es, and Streets, and Akx- 
cMdey left him to peffe€fc the faid Work according 
to his Plan ; which afforded ample Employment 
for the Craft. But Altxtoufrt dying 
Year of the drunk at A*^*, left hfe Empire to be 

Before thrift * WCeHcd out h J >' * fcftt 

323. Selmcus Nicator reigning at Bitty- 

/w f and became an excellent Grand- 

Mafler : He buih the great City oi'Meutia for his 

Deputy in the Eaft ; arid Anti»ch h in Syria, for 

his own capital fefidence, in the Waft 5 and 

foon after many other Cities in Uffer Aft a. 
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C H A P. VI. 

Hie State ^Masonry from Seleuchs 
Nicator to tht Death of Herod the 
•Great. . 



MASONRY flourHhed moft 
in Egypt, where the Gre- Year of the 
tirn Architeaure was highly ad- ggj ^ 
mired, and where Ptokpiy $o*er 9 ^ /' " 
another of Alexander's Generals, had 
fet up hk Throne. Euclid, the famous Geometer 
of Tyre, came to the Court of Ptolemy Soter, and 
was by him encouraged to colled the fcattered 
Elements of Geometry ; and he accordingly 
digefted them into fuch Order, improved and 
demonftrated them fo accurately, as to have left 
no Room for any others to exceed him therein $ 
for which his Memory will ever be fragrant in the 
Lodges. According, to the old Conftitutions, 
Ptolemy, Grand-Mafter, . with his Wardens, 
Euclid the Geometrician, and-Stratm the Philo- 
sopher, built his Palace at Alexandria, and the 
curious Mufeum or College of the Learned, with 
the Library of Brucbium, near the Palace, that 
was filled with 400,000 Manufcripts, or valuable 
Volumes, before it was burnt in the War-s of 
Julius Ctsfar. 

Thi 
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The fuccceding King of Egypt % 
Yiear of the Ptolemy Philadelphia, finifhed the 
* °Zt Z rbh famous Tower in the IAand of Pha- 
* ^84. rwf > tnat was begun by his rather, 
which became the fixth of the feven 
Wonders of Art, and built the Heptajladium, or 
Oven Furlong Bank fey joining the faid Ifland to 
<he Continent. This famous Piece of Architec- 
ture ferved as a Light-Houfe for the Harbour of 
Alexandria : It was built under the Direction and 
Care of his Grand- Wardens, Dexepbanes of Cnidus 
ar.d bk Son So/lra tus. Philadelphia , alfo, founded 
the City of Mios Hormus, on the Red- Sea, built 
the Temple of Venus, in Crete, and rebuilt old 
Rabbah, of the Ammonites, calling it Philadel- 
phia : Nay, he was fo excellent an Archite&, 
that all fine Mafonry for fome Years was called 
Philadelphia^ in Honour of this Prince. 

P TOL EMT, the Son of Pbila- 
Year of the delphus y called Euergetes, fucceeded, 

Before Cbrfft and was the laft 8 * 1 Grand-Mafter 
246. ' n Egypt • His Wardens were hi? 

two learned Librarians, Eratof- 
ihenes, of Gyrene* and Apollonius, of Rhodes. The 
Library of Brucheum being near full, he eredted 
another at Serapium, which in Time contained 
300,000 Manuscripts, and Cleopatra afterwards 
added 200,000 more, from the Library of Per- 
gtimus, given to her by Mark Anthony : But all 
this vaft Library was burnt by the ignorant, ftupid 
and beibtted Saracens, when they took .the 

City 
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City of Alexandria* to the irreparable Lofs of 
the Learned. It had often been rifled on the Revo- 
lutions and Commotions that happened in the 
Rinnan Empire, yet it was as often repaired and 
replenifhed again with Its full Number of Books, 
till this its final Deftrudion by the Saracen:, 
This happened as follows : Johannes Grammatu us % 
the famous Ariftotelian Philofopher, being then 
living at Alexandria y and having much ingratiate*! 
himfelf with Amrus Ebnol As, the General of thv? 
Saracen Army, and by Reafon of his great Lean- 
ing, made himfelf acceptable to him, he begged 
of him the royal Library ; to this Amrus replied, 
that it was not in his Power, but was wholly at 
the Difpofal of the Caliph, or Emperor of the 
Saracens, to whom he would write about it, who 
returned for Anfwer, that if thofe Books contained 
what was agreeing with the Alcoran* there was no 
Need of them, for that alone was fufficient of 
itfelf for all Truths ; but if they contained what 
difagreed with the Alcoran, they were not to be 
endured ; and therefore he ordered that whatso- 
ever the Contents of them were, they fhould all 
be deftroyed j whereon being diftributed among 
the public Baths, they ferved as Fuel for fix 
Months to heat all the Baths of Alexandria ; 
which ihews how great the Number of them 
Was, and what an ineftimable Treafure of Learn* 
ing was wholly deftroyed. 

The glorious Temple of Cyzicvs, on the Helle* 
fponty had Threads of beaten Gold in the Joints, 

on 
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on the Infides, of exquifitely polilhed Marble Stones, 
tha t caft a moft dazling Luftr$ on all the Pillars, 
Statues and Images in the Temple : Befides the 
curi ous Echo of the feven Towers at the Tbracian 
Gatie of Cyzicus, and a large Town-Houfe, with- 
out one Pin or Nail in the Carpenter's Work ; 
fo that the Beams and Rafters could be taken off, and 
^gain put on without Laces or Keys to bind them. 

The Rhodians employed the fa- 
*' ear of t}l * mous Architea, Chares, of Lindas, 

Before Ch% t0 erea the 8 reat Colo S us > at ****** 
300. which employed him and his Craftf- 

men for twelve Years. It was 
efkemed the laft of the feven Wonders of Art, 
ana 5 the greateft human Statue under the Sun, to 
which it was dedicated. It was feventy Cubits 
high, and duly proportioned in every Part and 
Limb, ftriding over the Harbour's Mouth, and 
wide enough to receive between its Legs the largeft 
Ships under Sail, and appeared at a Diftanee like 
a high Tower. It was thrown down by ah Earth- 
quake after it had flood 66 Years, and lay where 
it fell for 894 Years more ; till at Length in the 
Year of Cbriji 672, Moawias the fixth Caliph of 
the Saracens, having taken Rhodes, fold the Brafe 
to a Jew Merchant, who loaded with it 900 
Camels, and allowing only 800 Pound Weight to 
every Camel's Burden, the Brafs of this Coloffus, 
after the Wafte of fo many Years, by the Ruft and 
Wear of the Brafs itfelf, and the Purloinjngs and 
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Embezelments of Men, amounted to 7*0,' «oo 
Pounds Weight. 

Th e Greeks continuing to propagate the Science 
and the" Art in the very beft Manner, other 
diftant Countries began to follow their Example, 
efpecially the Carthaginians and Sicilians, who 
now began to vye with the Greeks ; and mo ft of 
all at Syracufe, under the great and learned Geo- 
metrician, Architect, Mechanic and Engimeer 
Archimedes, who was unfortunate- 
ly flain in Syracufe when that City Year of the 
was taken by Marcellus : Many g£ gjjj 
of the Greek, African and Sicilian 207% 
Mafons had now travelled into the 
North and Weft of Europe, and propagated their ufe-> 
ful Art, in Italy, Spain and the Balearic Iflands ; e- 
very where being well received, and cordially en- 
tertained. In all Nations hitherto, we find the Ma- 
fons, above all other Artifts, to have been highly fa- 
voured by theEminent and Noble, who wifelyjoin- 
ed the Lodges, for the better conducing of their 
various Undertakings in old Architecture. 

The Tufcans, who had ltng imitated the 
Greeks in Arts and Sciences, inftru&ed the Romans 
in the Sciences and the Improvement of Archi- 
tecture :' For Marcellus about this 
Time ere&ed his famous Theatre, Year of the 
with a Temple to Virtue, and ano- JJg£ 
ther to Honour j and when, under ,^ 0# 
Scipio Afiaticus, they beheld with 
Aftonifliment the Grecian and Afiatic Buildings ' 
D ftanding 
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ft a., iing in full Splendor 5 they refolded to imitatd 
th- fame, efpecially after the Deftru&ion of Car* 
ihcge and Corinth. In a (hort Time were built 
the Palace of Paulus Emilius, the triumphal Arch 
of A&riusy the three amazing Theatres of Scaurus* 
the Library of Lucullus, the Theatre of Pmpey 9 
wit! - his Palace and Temple of Vi&ory ; the 
gre?>t Circus of Julius Cafar, and his fine Palace 
and Temple of Venus : Cafar intended, after the 
px'dudlionof the Parthians, as Grand-Master 
of the Roman Republic, to have employed the 
Craft in many other great Works in Rome, but 
was bafely murdered by Brutus* 

Hood ° f o 16 2nd others ' before he had put thofc 
Before C>/}? 8 reat Dcfl g ns in Execution : His 
44. Death was foon followed by the 
. Conqueft of .Egypt, the Death of 
Cleopatra, and End of the Grecian Monarchy ; and 
the Commencement of the Roman Empire, by the 
Victory Auguflus gained over Pompey at Aflium. 

ROME became now the Center both of 
Learning and fugreme Power, under Auguflus* 
the illuftrious Grand- Mafler, with his Deputy 
Agrippa j who ere&ed the great 
Year of the portico of the Pantheon ; and his 
Sore lllft Principal Warden, the learned A?- 
2 q t truviusy became the Father of 
true Architecture by his admirable 
Writing. This .mighty Patron employed the 
Fellow- Crafts* in repairing the public Edifices 
after the Wars, and in building the Bridge of 

Ar minium f 
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Ar minium, the Temples of Apollo, of Mars the 
Avenger ', and of the Rotunda, called Gallucio, the 
great Forum, and his own principal Palace, the 
fine Mausoleum, the Statue in the Capitol, the 
curious Library, and the Park : And the Eminent 
following his Example, built above 100 Marble 
Palaces fit for the greateft Kings ; whereby many 
Lodges were conftituted in the City and Suburbs ; 
fo that Augujlus juftly faid, when dying, I found 
Rome built of Brick, but I leave it built of Marble. 
The Remains of ancient Rente are fo juft and ele- 
gant, that they are the beft Patterns of true Ma- 
fbnry extant, being all the old Grecian Architcc-. 
ture in Epitome. 

The Afmonaan Princes* and the 
High-Prieft of the Jews, had been of the 

Grand-Ma flers, and had the Direc- ' \ \ 

c Z. t/ • r Before thrill 

tion of the rratermty for many „^ 

Years in Judea ; till Herod, the 

Idumaan, came to be King, who, by 'cutting 

off the Afmonaans, made the Sanhedrim ufelefs, 

and fet up High-Priefts at his P%fure ; and after 

the Battle of Aftium, being reconciled to Aw 

guftus, he began to fhew his mighty Skili in 

Mafonry, and became an excellent Grand-Mafter, 

or Patron of the Lodges, fent for the moft expert 

Fellow-Crafts of Greece to affift his own Mafons ; 

and foon built afpiendid Grecian Theatre at Jeru- 

fatem y and rebuilt Samaria, which he called Sebajte, 

with a little, but moft delicate Temple, like to that 

*of Jerufalem. Hs made Ctfarea the beft Har- 

D 2 bour 
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hour in J*ale/?ine, and buSf a Temple of white 
Marble at Paneas, together with the Cities Anti* 
patris, Pbafaelis and Cyprm % and the admirabfe 
Tower of Pbefitel, at Jerusalem, larger , in Di* 
menfions than the Pharus of Alexandria. 

HEROD bein^ in full Enjoyment of Peace 
and Plenty, formed a Defign of n«v building the 
Temple at , yerufalem, whereby .ne thought he 
ihould not only reconcile to himfelf the Affe&ions 
of the Jews, but alfo ere& a Monument of lafting 
Honour to Jiis own Name. The Temple built 
after the Return of the Jews from the Babylonijb 
Captivity, though an admirable Building, fell 
much fhort of that of Schtm's in the Height, 
Magnificence, and other Particulars; and 500 
Years being elapfed fince its Ere&ion, feveral 
Decays had happened to ir, botli by the Length 
of Time, and alfo by the Violence of Enemies. 
For the amending and repairing of all thofe De- 
feats and Decays, Herod propofed to build the 
whole Temple a- new, and in a general Affembly 
of the People, offered to them what he intended. 
But when he found them ftartled at the Propofa], 
to deliver them from their Fears, he told them 
that he would not take down the old Temple till 
he had all the Materials ready fqj^q reeling a new 

one in its Place ; andjacftgrdingly he 
Year of the did forthwith fet himfelf to make all 
Before Obrlfi Manner of Preparations for it, eip-J 
19. ploying therein 1000 Waggons for 

carrying of the Stone and Timber ; 
10,000 Ma/ons,befides "Labourers, to fit all Things 
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for the Building, and marfhalled them into Lodges 
under iooo Priefts and Levitts, fkilful in all Parts 
of Architecture, to fupervife and direct them in 
the Work, himfelf a£h'ng as Grand-Ma stir, 
with his Wardens, Hillel and Shammai, two 
learned Rabbins of great Reputation. By thefe 
Means, in two Years Time, he had got all Things 
ready for the Building, and then, and not before, 
did he pull down the old Temple to the very 
Foundations. 

The Foot- Stone of the new Temple was levelled 
juft forty-fix Year before the fixft Paflbver of 
CbriJFs perfonar Miniftry, at which Time the 
Jews told him, John \\\ 20. Forty and fix Years 
hath this Temple been in Building: For although 
then forty-fix Years had pafTed from the Time it 
Was begun ; yet that Part which was mod pro- 
perly the Temple, that is, that which contained 
the H<Jy Place, the Holy of Holies in the Eaft, 
and the Porch in the Weft, through which was 
the Paffage leading to both, were finiihed at an 
amazing Coft in the ihort Space of one Year and 
fix Months, and. the reft defigned by Herod, in 
eight Years more : When the Fra- 
ternity celebrated the Cape-Stone, Year 0I " the 
with great Joy and in due Form j g*£ J^Jj 
and the King folemnizcd its Dedi- y % , 

cation with great Pomp and Ex- 
' pence ; and the Day appointed ior it, falling in 
wkh the D*y of the Year, when he firft received 
the Crown, augmented the Solemnity. 

E>3 A 
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A great Number of Mafons were there ftiH 
continued at Work for the carrying on the Out 
Buildings, all the Time of our Savour's being here 



caufed 1 8,000 Mafons to be difcharged at one 
Time, which gave great Offence to the Jews 9 
and, perhaps, was one Caufe of thofe many Mu- 
tinies and Seditions which at laft drew on the De- 
ftru£tk>n of Jerttfalem and the Temple with it ; fo 
that it feems very unjuft to charge the Mafons 
with being the Fomenters of thofe Difturbances, 
for the Want of Employment i when all the Jews 
looked upon this Behaviour of the Roman G over* 
nor as levelled not only againft their Temple, 
but their Worfhip alfo. 

* JOSEPHUS defcribes the Temple of Herod 
(Lib. 15. Cap. 14.) as a moft admirable and mag- 
nificent Fabric of Marble, fet off with the greateft 
Profufion of rich and* coftly .Decorations, and the 
fineft Building upon Earth, fince the Days of 
Solomon j being much larger than the Temple of 
Zerubabel j befides the Advantage of the Grecian 
Style, and the Corinthian Order of Architefture, 
with all its later Improvements. 

While Herod was aecomplifhing thefe great 
Works in Judta, the Temple of Janus was (hut 
up at Rome 5 being only the fifth Time of that 
Ceremonial fince the Building of that City ; and 
at this Time there was a general Peace over all the 




on Earth, and for fome Years' after, 
till the Coming of GeJ/ius Florus to 
be Governor, of Jtfdea ; when he 
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World, and fo continued for twelve Years to- 
gether, which was a very proper Prelude for 
u flier in g in his Coming, who was .the Prince of 
Peace : For at this Period Jesus 
Christ, Emmanuel, the Year of the 
great Architect of the Ohrifiian World 4000. 
Church, was homitBtthlibem&iJu- ^ 
deq. This tranfcendent Event fell fi^ orc thrift 
out the fourth Year before the vul- 4. 
gar Chrtftian iEra, the 4000th Year 
of Mafonry, the twenty-third of King Herod* and 
the twenty-fiKth of Jugujlus 9 after the Conquest 
of Egypt. 

' Some Months after the JJiirtli of Cyift* King 
Herod .died, and nouvithftanding his vaft De- 
figns, and prodigious Expence in Ma&nry, he died 
i;lch. 

Durino theiong Reign of duguftus> the Craft 
we have feen was well cultivated, and worthy 
Craftfmen evjsry: where employed and encouraged, 
as well in Europe as in jjHa, till. his Death, which 
happened at AW<sr, in Campania, after a glorious 
Reign of forty-four Years. 
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CHAP. VII. 

The State of Masonry from the 
Birth of Chrift to the Refioration of 
the Auguftan Style in Italy. 

. Year of the HT^^BRIVS^ the Collegue 

World 4.036, «*■ of Au g u ft**<> having attained 

of the Flood to the Imperial Throne, became a 

2 3 8 °* Patron and Encourager of the Fra- 

34? ternit y 5 and under him alfo thc 
**** Lord Jesus Christ was 

crucified without the Walls gf Jerufalem* by 
Pontius Pilate* the Roman Governor of Judea* 
and rofe again the third Day for the Juftification 
of all that believe in him : Tiberius afterwards 
baniflied Pilate for his Injuftice to Chrift. The 
Auguftan Style was much cultivated, and the ex- 
pert Craftfmen met with great Encouragement ; 

and that even by Nero y who raifed 

WorW 4073! his own Statue of Brafs ' 110 Feet 
of the Flood high, and a moft glorious gilded 
2417. Palace ; and alfo by Vefpaftan, 
After Cbrifi w h fc nt his brave Son Titus to 
fubdue the Jews* and take Jerufa- 
lem 9 when a Soldier in the Sack of the Town, 
contrary to the Orders of that generous and noble 
Conqueror, fet Fixe to the Temple j foon after 

that, 
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that, the whole City was levelled with the Ground, 
not one Stone being left upon another, and the 
Conqueror ordered a Plow to pafs over the 
Ruins thereof, as a Teftimony of its irrecover- 
able State and final Defolation, agreeable to the 
Prophecies that foretold its Deftru£tion. 

Upon the Return of Titus from- the Overthrow 
of the Jewijh Nation, he caufed a triumphal Arch, 
adorned with fplendid Engravings and Sculpture, to 
be built, and foon after his noble Palace, with the 
famous Statue of Laoccon of one Stone. D ami turn 
built the Temple of Minerva, and rebuilt that of 
Jupiter Capttolinus, which he over-laid with Plates 
of Gold: He alfo built a Palace more rich and 
grand than that of Jugujius. Tra- 
jan, by his Warden, the renowned Aftw j ^ riJl 
Architect Jpollodorus, laid a won- 
derful Bridge over the Danube, built a noble 
Circus and Palace, two triumphal Arches, and his 
famous Column, that exceeds all Admiration, be- 
ing 128 Feet high, and the Afcent to the Top of 
it by 123 Stairs, with forty-four Windows. The 
Aflies of this Emperor were put into an Urn, and 
xepofited in the Top of this ftately Column : It 
was, moreover, adorned with Figures in Baffb 
Relieve, afcending in fpiral Lines from the Bafe ta 
the Capital. The Roman Columns were not wont 
to be raifed without fome myftical Signification or 
other, and in this Refpeift they followed the In- 
ventions of the Solomonian and Egyptian Mafons 5 
fome being Monuments of Stability and Firmnefs, 
D 5 fome 
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fome of famous and noble Atchievments ; and 
others of Captivity, Reproach and Overthrow. 
~, , n Adrian^ who was a learned Dc- 
,„ J figner and operative Mafon, re- 
paired the public Buildings v lwilt 
the Roman Wall in Britain^ an amraing Work ; 
a commodious Bridge at Rome * and his famous 
Maufcleumy with exa& Colonading : And thus 
flourifhed the Royal Art down to Conjiantine the 
Great, wtoo reared, at Rome, the 

306 laft trium P hal Arch of the Jygyfl** 

^ ^ Style : For he removed his Throne 
to Bizantium, which he named Conflantinople, with 
all the portable Monuments of Art from Itafy 9 
and the beft Artifts, to embellifh his new Metro- 
polis, that, together with the Craft of Mafonry, 
flourifhed till the Empire was partitioned between 
Valentinian in the Weft at Rome, and VaUns, in 
the Eaft at Conjiantinople. 

To the Empire of the Eaft fuc- 
After Cbrift cecde(J Theodo j; us t % e Grtaty w ho 

gloried in being Patron of all the 
Defigners and Operators, the fame as Grand- 
Mafter, and loved them lb well, that by a Law, 
he exempted all the Craft from Taxation : He 
.flopped the Career of the northern Nations, who 
had over-run the polite World like a Deluge, with 
the mod ferocious Rage, and the grofleft Ignorancfe 
defacing and deftroying all the noble Monuments 
of Antiquity, and all Appearances of the liberal 
Arts and Sciences, being the declared Enemies of 

Literature. 
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-Literature, Tbeodofius became folei Emperor of 
fheEaft and Weft, but unhappily partitioned it 
again between his two Sons, Honorius and Arca- 

.dius, the latter of whom enriched the City of 
Conjlantinople with many fuperb Stru&ures, and 

. a Jofty Pillar, with a Flight of Stairs in the Heart 
of it,. 147 Feet high. Theodofius the Younger, 
aJfo, enriched the fame City with many Statues, 

.Columns and Obelifks, being the Spoils of War 
from Greece, Egypt .and Afta\2&i& employed the 
Craft in repairing and erediing fome additional 
Works to the great Church of St. Sophia. 

JUS T INI AN the Firft Sup- 
ported il^e Lodges of Artifb or After ™>»fi 
Craftfmen, and reftored the whole 
Roman Empire almoft to its former Gfeatnefs and 
Glory : For in pure.Zeal for the Auguftan Style, 
and all noble Sciences, now in the extremeft Peril 
of being loft, he lent his General, the brave and 
renowned Belifarius, with a powerful Army a- 
gainft Totila, the Goth, who with a Multitude of 
Savages had taken old Rome, and fet it on Fire, 
which continued burning for thirteen Days to- 
gether, when about two Thirds of that lofty City 
was laid in Aflies, or levelled with the Ground j 
and muft all have undergone the fame Fate, but 
that the daftardly Crew were forced 
to fly on the Approach of Btlifa- hfltt ™rift 
rius. But what they had demo- 
lilhed, foon brought on the Deftru&ion of the 
reft j fo that at this Period may be fixed the total 

Departure 
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Departure of Arts and Learning from Italy and 
the Weft; the Augujian Style, with all its noble 
Improvements, the worthy Craft of Mafonry, 
and the Harmony of the Lodges being by Gothic 
Ignorance overthrown and forgotten. 
After Cbrijl JUSTINIAN co\kacd t^e Body 
560. °f tne Civil Law, which, by the 
Judgment and Induftry of Treboaiax, 
and other Coadjutors, was digefted into the Form 
we now have it : He alTo expended thirty- four 
Millions of Gold in rebuilding the Church of 
St. Sophia, which he intended fhould equal if not 
excel the Temple of Solomon, but in vain. This 
Emperor caufed the Eyes of Belifarius to be put 
out, and otherwife fo perfecutedhim, that he was 
forced to beg at the great Gate of St. Sophia, 
Date obolum Belifario, quern virtus extultt, invidia 
deprejjit* : Many great and noble A£hons were 
performed ^yju/iinian, but all of them will not 
wipe off his favage Ingratitude to fo worthy a 
Man. 

After Cbrifi o m tn k Period the Science and 

^6 j n ^ the Art began to decline a-pace in the 
Eaft, as we have already obferved it 
had done in the Weft j bloody Perfecutions and 
Wars were for feveral Ages carried on, and moft 
of the Emperors murdered by their Succeflbrs \ 
with Millions of brutal Anions that degraded and 

dif- . 

* Give a Halfpenny to Belifariuf, wbm Firtue h*tb 
Ta ifed > and Envy dtprejfed. 
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flfgraced the Chriftian Name : Their 
Wfckednefs did not, however, go S2Z. 
unchaftifed; for theMabomedans now 
-began to be very powerful, and every where tri- 
umphed over their wretched and wicked Opponents, 
and with Fire and Sword overthrew all the glorious 
Monuments of Art in their Way : Every Thing 
that had the Ieaft Appearance of Elegance, or 
Places dedicated to learned Ufes, were affuredly 
doomed to immediate Deftru&ion. ^ 
So that Arts and Sciences with the j a n ^ 
Craft of Mafonry now fiiffered more 
in Afia and A/rick* than at any Period of Time 
before ; and the Auguftan Style in the Eaft is 
thereby, in all Probability, buried in Oblivion 
for wer. 

Thus that noble, juft and beavtiful Manner 
of Building was quite loft, and the very Principles 
thereof forgotten ; for when the Goths, and thole 
conquered by them began to affe& ftately Struc- 
tures, their Archite&ure, which probably* they 
had butf at fecfcnd. Hand from the Arabs and 
.Moot!) became fo coarfe and artlefs, that the 
greateft of their Architects knew nothing of juft 
Defigning ; they wanted both Heads and Hands 
to imitate the Ancients, yet hammered out a 
Style of their own, called Gothic ; the remaining 
Monuments of which, loaded with vaft Impro- 
prieties, are Evidences of the Ignorance of the 
Architects : So far indeed they differed from the 
Ancients in their Proportions and Ornaments, that 

its 
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its Columns «re cither too ihafiy, }n a Form., of 
vaft Pillars, or as ilender as Poles, having Capitals 
without any certain Dimenfions, carved with the 
Leaves of Branch-urfin, Thiftles, Coleworts, £s*V. 
and iikewife adorned with expenfive Carvings, 
and coftly, though lamentable Imagery, without 
any of that auguft Beauty and juft Symmetry, 
which the Fabricks of the Ancients entertain us 
with : Yet it muft be owned, $hat the Endeavours 
of the Gothic Craftfmen to fupply the Want of 
good old Skill with their numerous and coftly De- 
corations for that Purpofe, was very laudable^ and 
xnanifefted their great Meem for the Rojral Art, 
and have, it muft be confefled, rendered their 
Stru&ures very venerable and magnificent, though 
bearing no Comparifon with the true high Taftc 
of the Grecian or Roman Style. 

ri~* CHARL EM A IN laboured 
77 1 . ftrenuoufly to reftore ancient Archi- 
tefture, kept up foroe Lodges, apd 
gave great Encouragement to the Craft 5 the French 
made alfo very great Progrefs in the fame grand 
Delign, under Hugh Capet. His Son Robert vi- 
goroufiy profecuted the Delign of his Father, and 
by Degrees old Archite&ure was run almoft into as 
great an Excefs. of Delicacy, as thfc Gothic bad 
done before in Maffiyenefs. 

Tr u £ Mafonry began to revive 
After C&rift , \ n f u f can y^ where Bufchatto* 

the Greeks began a faint Imitation 
of the Ancients in the Church of St. Jobn, at 
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Pifa, and formed a new Lodge there, 7/ Buon* 

made a farther Prqgrefe therein at 

Ravenna, and built the Steeple .of „ ^ ' 

St. Mark, at ftiric*. He was fuc- 

ceeded by a great Number of able Mailers, who 

fpread the Royal Art $11" over Italy. But the 

Gothic Style was not quite left off at Florence* 

where a learned Lodge of Defigners was efla- 

WHhed, till Brundefchi, having ftudfe d at Rome the 

Beauty and Juftnefc of the old Roman Buildings, 

there Handing or proftrate, returned 

and eftabli&ed the compleat Ufe of Af J* aj "ft 

the D$ric, Ionic, Corinthian, and 

Compofete Orders ; which Event happened 853 

Years after the Devaflation of Totiia. 

This happy Reftoration of the Augufian Style 
was alfo much owing to the Princes of the Houfe 
Medicis ; for John de Medicis, Duke of Florence, 
became the Patron or Grand-Mafter of thcafore- 
faid Lodge or Academy ; and his 
Son Co/ml. ereQed a fine Library A *f C ^ ' 
of the beft Manufcripts from Gruce 
and Afia, with a curious Cabinet of the xareft and 
moft valuable Things the Earth coald produce, 
His Grandfon, Laurenzo I. inriched the fame at 
a tfaft Expence, and built a great Gallery in his 
Garden for educating, the moft promifing Youth, 
of whom Michael Angeh was his Favourite. His 
fecond Son John, ele<2ed Pope Le$ the Tenth, 
was Grand-Mafter in rearing the Cathedral of_ 
St. ftur> at Rome, tik Cwifin J*ti*t 9 after- 

wardf 
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wards Pope Clement the Seventh, alfo carried on 
St. Peter 9 * as Grand-Mafter : And fo that whole 
Family thought it their Honour to encourage 
Arts and Sciences, and promote the Interefts of 



his Day, as the Patron of true Architecture. 

BAPTISTA ALBERTI was the firfc 
Modern who wrote concerning Architecture, in 
which he was foon followed by many able Matters 
down to Andrea Palladia, at Venice, who had 
acquired great Renown by his indefatigable La- 
bours to revive and reftore the Augujlan Style. 
Thus was Italy again the Miftrefs of the World, 
not indeed for Imperial Power, but for the Arts 
of Defigning and Building \ now revived from 
Gothic Rubbifh and Imperfe&ion, and raifed to 
an Eminence little inferior to that of their former 
moft fplendid and perfeft State. 

From Italy the Augujian Style foon fpread all 
over Europe ; for almoft in every Town, where 
great Works were carrying on, the Craft formed 
themfelves into Lodges, read Le&ures, communi- 
cated their Secrets and Hints of Knowledge, and 
performed all other good old Ufages, that are 
preferved among Mafons to this Day, and per- 
haps will be to the End of Time. 

Upok the perfedt Re-eftabli(hment of old 
Archite&ure, the Fraternky were not only fup- 
portcd in railing mighty Werks> but the Great 




the Fraternity, down to Cefmo the 
Second, created Grand Duke of 
Tufcany, who was the Auguftus of 



and 
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and Noble encouraged and patronized the Lodges, 
becoming Brethren of the Craft; which pre- 
faged them a happy Profped of quietly enjoy- 
ing thrir Freedom down many Ages ; fo that 
here it will be very neceflary to break off their 
Story, and purfue the Hiftory of Mafonry into 
Britain, to the fame happy Period of being pa- 
tronized by the Good, the Great and Brave, 
the Friends of Freedom and of Britain, down. to 
©ur own Times, 
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C H A P. L 

The State of M a s o n r y in England, 
from the eariieji Tradition to the Nor- 
man Conquejl. 

1ST O R Y is filcnt how long the 
Pofterity of Japbet, in the Norch 
and Weft of Europe, had loft their 
original fine Skill, that they brought 
from the Plains of Shinaar i or how 
the Knowledge thereof came firft into the Britijh 
files y the m6ft early Hiftories of our Country 

being 
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feeing lb interlarded with Fables, and perplexed 
with Contrarieties, that Authors confent not where 
to begin, how to go on, or where to end, that the 
Parts of it may with any tolerable Colour of Truth 
Sang together. 

But certain it is, that the firft Inhabitants of 
this Ifland muft have brought with them no fmall 
Knowledge in Maforrry, as there are the ftrongeft 
Reafons to believe they were not the meaneft Pro- 
ficients in the Art of Navigation } and the one 
was without Doubt as neceflary for them as the 
other. 

There are yet in being fome Remains of very 
admirable Skill in Architecture, much earlier than 
the Romans, but now fo defaced by villainous 
Hands, and the Ruins of Time, that from ttoe 
remaining rude Strictures thereof, it is hard^ to 
determine, what might have been their original 
Ufe, or in what a flcilful Manner they might have 
been defigned ; or how far we may prefume to 
fifc the Name of barbarous and rude, on what at 
this Day is infinitely beyond the Contrivance of 
any modern Invention ; as the Means of perform- 
ing thofe great Works were perhaps loft foon after 
the Age of thofe very Barbarians who performed 
them. 

The Druids •, in Britain, had many of the 
Ufages of Mafons amongft them, probably gathered 
from the Magians ; they held the Immortality and 
Tranfmigration of Souls from one Body to ano-. 
Cher, held their AflembHes in Woods airi Groses* 

or 
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or under fomc wide fpreading Oak which was. 
alfo the Praaice of the Patriarchs : And what 
they taught was committed to Memory, and not 
on any Account allowed to be written. They 
determined all Caufes, ecclefiaftical and civil ^ 
taught Philofopby, Aftrology, Politicks, Rites and 
Ceremonies, and Poetry ; and in Songs fet forth 
the heroic Deeds of great Men, to the Imitation 
of Pofterity. 

- The Try an Race of Britainp 

Year of the built many Towns, efpectally £- 

Flood 1 318. 7 jjr 

Before Chrift bran ^ commended for a very great 
1030. Builder 5 from whom we have the 
Cities of York and Edinburgh » 5. hi* 
Succeflbrs built Canterbury, Winchffter, and Shaft/ 
bury ' y with many Temples to Apollo, Diana, &c* 
B LA DVD is afierted to have 

Flood °^ **** bre<1 at J **** f » and from t ^ encc 
Before (^hrtfi returning a great Mathematician and 
904. Architect, brought four Philofophers 
with him, which he placed at Stam~ 
ford, having made that Town a Kind of Univer- 
fity. He alfo built Bath, . produced the hot Water* 
there, committing the Confervation thereof to Jlfi~ 
nerva : But prefuming to fly with artificial Wings^ 
he fell from Apollo's Temple in Troynovant, now 
St. Paul's, London, and fo ended his Days. 

Upon the Introdu&ion of the' 
Befere Cbrijl jj^^ Arts and Sciences flour ilhed 
a- pace ; the famous Wall from So/* 
way to Tinmouth, with many Towns and Caftles were 

built 
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| Iwiilt in a regular Manner, and Courts of JufB 
| and Temples began to rife in Splendor : But afte 
wards bloody Wars breaking out between tl 
Conquerors and Conquered,, threw all into Co] 
fufion again ; for from the Beginning it has bci 
the Fate of Mafons and Ma(bnry to fuffer 1 
j Wars, and ever tranfcendtmtly to Houriih in ti 
I glorious and happy Days of Peace. 
. Th e noble Science of Geometry 
I and Architeaurefuffered great De- ^^rij 
I ray, till the Reign of Caraujius, who 

"having fliaken off the Roman Yoke, contrived 1 
all Means to render bis Perfon and Governme; 
acceptable to the People, by encouraging all wo 
thy Arts, together with the Craft of Mafonr 
particularly at Veruiam y where Alb anus , a wortl 
Kntght, was Steward of hisHoufliold, and Ove 
I feer of his Works ; and Geometry was thi 
tatight^to moft Workmen concerned in Buildin 
This Albanus was afterwards converted to tl 
r Chriftian Faith, by the preaching of Ampbibalu 
of Caerleon, who hearing of his worthy Deeds ar 
great Fame, came to him, and accomplilhed I 
Converfion. Sr. Allan was the 
8rft who fuffered Martyrdom for After ^V 
the Chriftian Religion in Britain. 
The old Conftitutions affirm, and the o 
* Eriglijh Mafons as firmly believe it, that Caraufi 
employed St. Alhan to " Environ the City of Ven 
I ?' lam. with a Stone Wall, and .to build him a fii 
i M Palace % for which that Britijh King ma< 
1 ' « S 
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" St. AJhan the Steward of bis HouflioM, anil 
«« chief Ruler of the Realm. 

44 St. ^/4^» alio loved Mafons well, and 
" cherifhed them much, and he made their Pay 
" right good, wz. two Shillings pr Week* and 
«' three Pence to their Cheer \ whereas before 
" that Time, through all the Land, a Mafon 
" }jad but a Penny a Day, and his Meat. Healfo 
" obtained of the King a Charter for the Frea» 
" Mafons, for to hold a general Council, and 
«* gave it the Name of Assembly, ' and was 
" thereat himfelf as Grand-Master, and 
« helped to make Mafons, and gave them good 
" Charges and Regulations;" 

Soow after Confiantine the Grtat % 
After Chrifi born in Britain^ focceeded, who 

partitioned South Britain into Pro- 
vinces* During his Reign the Chriftian Religion 
flourifhed, the Britons enjoyed Peace and Plenty, 
and old Roman Mafon ry once more appeared in 
many ftately and curious Buildings. In him ex* 
pired the Roman Vaffalage, which had fubfifted 
above 400 Years. 

But too foon was this Dawning 
Ahcx ™>"ft f glorious Days eclipfed by moft 

cruel and bloody Wars ; for Grati- 
an, who was a Britain by Birth and Education, fo 
tyrannized over his- Countrymen, that in a fhort 
Space he was (lain ; and now being deftitute of 
a Leader, the lrijh y Scots and Pi&s broke in 
upon them, civil Diffenfions raged, and nothing 

hup 
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but Famine, Blood and Dtefolatian was before 
their Eyes. The noble and goodly Stru&ures 
every where demolifhed, and the liberal Arts 
defpifed and forgotten. 

The dnglor&axens were all rough, ignorant 
Heathens ; and defpifing every thing but War, 
gave the finiftung Stroke to all the Remains of 
ancient Learning that their Brother Savages had by 
Accident left undemolifhed ; afie&ing only their 
own barbarous Manner of Life, till fomc pious 
Teachers from Wales and Scotland converted many 
to the Chriftian Fakh, but none of their Kings, 
r>L duguftin the Monk, baptized 

After Chrift EthelherU King of &»f, and in a 

few Years after all the Kings of 
the Heptarchy were converted* Then Churches, 
Monofteries, Palaces, and beautiful Manfions were 
built 1 and although they too lace lamented the 
ignorant and deftru&ive Condudt of their Fore- 
Fathers, yet they knew not bow to conftruft the 
old Archicefiure ; but being zealous to the utmoft 
of what they knew, followed the Gothic Style in 
building many Palaces, Caftles, fortified Cities, 
and Cathedral Churches. This required many 
Mafons, who formed themfelves into Lodges, by 
Dire&ion of Foreigners that came over to help 
them. 

These Saxon Lodges continued to improve, till 
Kenrtd, King of Mercia* and general Monarch, 
fent to Charles 3dartel> the right worfliipful Grand - 
Mafter of France, Father of King Pepin, who 

3 had 
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had been educated by Brother iW7/m// Greens • 
He feiit from thence feme expert 
710 Mafons to teach the toi thbfe 
' ^ * Laws and Ufages of the Craft, that 
had been preferved from the Havock of the Qot6s> 
but not the Auguftan Style, for that was buried ia 
its own Ruins in the Weft. 

The Clergy now ftudied Geometry and Archi- 
tecture, fuch as it was, becaufe the Noble and 
Wealthy, the Kings and Queens thought it me- 
ritorious to build Churches and other pious Foun- 
dations, where many of them led a redufe Life, 
and ended their Days : Their holy Houfes or Mo- 
naftries were under the Dire&ion of the Clergy, 
where the Lodges ufually were held. 

EGBERT, the firft King of 
830 to 8;2 *" E H^% ^tified his Sea Ports ^. 

and Alfred the Gnat increafed the 
Navy and fortified and rebuilt many Towns, and 
founded the Univerfity of Oxford. He had about 
him the beft Archite&s, was the beft King of 
England* employed the Fellow-Crafts wholly in 
Brick and Stone, and died illuftrious in the 
Year 900. 

EDWARD his Succeflbr left 

A 920 Mafonr y t0 the De P ut y King of 

Mercia, but afterwards placed his 
learned Brother Ethelward at the Head of the 
Fraternity, and founded the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge^ that had been long a Nurfery of the 
Learned. 

ATHEL- 
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JTH E LStdN iictnici the 
SThrone, and at firft left the Craft After . ' 
to the Care of his valiant and a&ive 
Brother Edwin, called in fome Copies- his Son, 1 
in all the old Conftitutions, it is thus fet fort 
vi%* . " That though the ancient Records of 1 
«' Brotherhood in England, were many of th 
€ * deftroyed, or loft in the Wars of the Sax 
«« and Dams, yet King Athelftan, the Grandi 
" of Alfred the Great, a mighty Architect, the fi 
" anointed King of England, and 
" who tranflated the HolyBikle into After C J Jr 
" the SaxM Tongue, when he had 
" brought the Land into Reft and Peace, bi 

many great Works, and encouraged many IV 
" fons/rom France, who were appointed Overfe 
« c thereof, and brought with them the Char 
44 and Regulations of the Lodges, preferved fn 
" the Roman Times, who alfo prevailed with 
" King to improve the Confutation of the Eng 
" Lodges, according, to the foreign Model, s 
" to increafe the Wages of working Mafc 
<« That the faid King's Brother, Prince Edm 
** being taught Mafonry, and taking upon 1: 
« c the Charges of a Mafter-Mafon, for the L» 
« be had to the faid Craft, and the honours 
« c Principles whereon it is founded, purcha 
< c a free Charter of his Father, for the Ma( 
«« to have a Correflion amongft themfelves, 
" it was anciently expreffed, or a Freedom ; 

E " Per 
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" Power to regulate themfelvcs, to amend *hat 
ct might happen amifs within the Craft, and to 
" hoM a yearly Communication and General 
« AflemWy, 

" That accordingly Prince Edwin fummoned 
<< all the Mafons in the Realm to meet him ma 
" Congregation at York, in June, Anno Dm. 926, 
" who came and compofed a General or Grand 
" Lodge, of which he was Grand-Mafter. And 
" having brought with them all the old Writings 
" and Records of the Craft extant, fome in -Grtei, 
« fome in Latin, fome in French, and other Lan- 
« guages, from the Contents thereof that Aflembly 
4 * did frame the Conftitutions and Ctfarges of an 
cc Englijb Lodge, made a Law to preferve and 
** obferve the fame in all Time coming, and or- 
«« dained good Pay for the working Mafons/' 

But good Prince Edwin died 
After Cbrift two y ears beforc the tQ the 

9* ' great Grief of the Fraternity ; 
though his Memory is honourably mentioned in 
all the old Conftitutions, and will for ever be 
revered in the Lodges. Much more might here 
be faid of this worthy Prince, but that (hall be 
referved for another Part of this Hiftory. 

The fucceeding Saxon and Da- 

AftC to 10 1 nt fi Kings continued to employ the 
955- 4 • Craft in rebuilding Glajionbury, to 
build and rebuild many religious Houfes ; and in 
the Reign of Canute, Arts and Sciences flourifhed. 

3 Lee/ricif 
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Leofrick, the wealthy Earl of Coventry, at the 
Head of the Free-Mafons, built the Abbey of 
Coventry, and the King built Wejlminjler- Abbey, 
though not as it now ftands. 



C H A P. II. 

The State c/Masonry from the 
Norman Conqueji to the Union of the 
two Crowns of England and Scotland. 

THE Norman Princea, in Imi- 
tation of their Saxon and MteT lQ C ^ tJi 
ZWjfc Predgceflbrs, encouraged the * # 
Craft, and many noble Perfons became good Ar- 
chiteAs, particularly Gundulph, Bifhop of Roche/- 
fer 9 and Roger de Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury^ 
and Arundel, who were at the Head of the Ma- 
fons, both for civil and facred Archite&ure ; and 
among many other Edifices, built 
the Palace of Weftminfter, and Weft- \ ™£ fi 
minfter-Hall, 270 Feet long, and f*- 
feventy-four Feet broad, the largefl: finglei Room 
upon. Earth- 
Now the Norman Barons found 
their great Poffeffions in England hh *\™ riJi 
were moftly the Spoil of the Saxons, 
and held only on the uncertain Tenure of Royal 
E 2 Pleafure* 



Digitized by 



7 6 The HisTORY'o/ 

PIcafure ; "and finding that the Laws of the AngU* 

Saxons were much better adapted for fecurinjr 

the People's Property than thofe of Normandy, the 

Normans began to call themfelves Engli/bmen, af- 

Terted the Saxon Rights, and obtained the firfl: 

Magna Charta, or Deed of Rights and Liberties of 

an Englijhman. 

rh 'a *** HE Mafons, during the Reign 

mS of Kin 8 Ste P h ^ were as much em " 
ployed as the Soldiers, tinder their 

Grand-Maftpr Gilbert it Clare, Marquis* of Pem- 
broke^ by whom were built fix Religious Houfes, 
and the Chapel of St. Stephen, in the Palace at 
Wejlminfter, now the Houfe of the Commons of 
Great-Britain > continuing ilill to flourifh till the' 
glorious Reign of King Edward 

1357? the Third ' who bccame thc Pa ~ 
^ tron of Arts and Sciences. The 

Charges and Regulations of Mafons were now for 

good Reafons revifed and meliorated, as an old 

Record thus fets forth : " In the glorious Reign 

" of King Edward the Third, when Lodges were 

*< many and frequent, the Grand-Majler, With 

" his Wardens, at the Head of the Grand- Lodge, 

" with the Confent of the Lords of the Realm, 

" then generally Free- Mafons, Ordained, 

«< I. That for the future, at the Making 
" or Adrhiffion of a Brother, the Conftitutions 
" and proper Charges and Monitions {hould be 

read by the Matter or Warden, as hereunto 

annexed, 

"II. That 
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. € *'IL That Mafter-Mafons or Matters of 
" Work (ball be examined if they be able of 
« Cunning to ferve their refpefiive Lords, as well 
44 the Higheft as the Loweft, to the Honour and 
44 Worihip of the aforefaid Art, and to the Profit 
44 of their Lords ; for they be their Lords that 
44 employ them and pay them for their Service 
44 and Travel. 

" III. That when the Mailer and Wardens 
44 meet in a Lodge, the Sheriff, if Need be, or 
44 the Mayor or Alderman, if a Brother, where 
44 the Chapter or Congregation is held, {hall be 
44 made Fellow, and Sociate to the Matter, in 
44 Help of him again ft Rebels, and for up-bearing 
44 the Rights of the Realm. 

44 IV. That enter'd Prentices at their making 
44 fbail be charged not to be Thieves, nor Thieves 
44 Maintained. That the Fellow-Crafts (hall tra- 
44 vcl honeftly for their Pay, and love their Fel- 
44 lows as themfelves, and that all {hall be true to ' 
44 the King of England^ to the Realm, and to the 
44 Lodge. 

44 V. That if any of the Fraternity {hall be 
44 fradious, mutinous, or difobedient to the Grand - 
46 Matter's Orders, and after proper Admoni- 
*' tions, fhould perfift in his Rebellion, then the 
" Lodge {hall determine againft him, that he (hatt- 
44 forfwear, or renounce, his Mafonry, and {hall 
44 no more be of the Craft ; the which if he 
44 prefume to do, he {hall be prifoned till his L . 
44 Grace be granted him and iffued : For this 
E 3 44 Caufe, 



Digitized by 



J 



78 % History $f 

" Caufc, principally, . have thefe Congregations 
" been ordained, that as well the Lowed as the 
" Higheft fliould be well. and truly ferved in this 
" Art. Amen." So mote it be/' 

R ICHARD the Second fuccecded his Grand- 
father, and employed William of Wichbam* Bifhop 
of ffinchejler> & Qran«J-Mafter, to rebuild WeJ* 
minJler-Hall as it now Hands ; and JVickbam alfo, at 
his own Coft, built New-College in 
1390 Oxford, and founded WincheJUr* 

College. At latf, when King Richard 
was m Ireland, Henry* Duke of Lane after* got the 
Parliament to depofe him, and next Year procured 
his being murdered 5 who after thus fupplanting 
the unfortunate Richard, mounted the Throne, by 
f the Name of King Henry the Fourth. He ap- 
V pointed Thomas Fitz-dllen* Earl of Surrey , Grand* 
Mafter, founded Battle-Abbey* and afterwards that 
of Foiberingay. In his Reign the Citizens of' 
ZWo? built their large and magnificent Guild* 
' /&//. 

The Mafons thus fiouriihing, held their Lodges 
and Communications more frequent than ever, 
and Joy and Harmony abounded, when, unthought 
of, nothing lefs than their utter Extirpation was 
intended.. For, 

In the Minority of King Jfenry 
After Chrift the gixth) the Cominonfi of England 

thought the Mafons worthy their 
Notice, by attempting to diRurb and overthrow 
all their Lodges arid Communications for ever, by 

^ the 
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thfe /(flJowing ASt of the third Year of the faid 
King, and the Fourth of his Age, entitled ; 

" Masons fhall not confederate in Chapters or 
u Congregations.'' 

« Whereas by the yearly Congregations and 
M Conftdtraats made by the Mafons in their Ge- 
4C mral Jflhmbiies, the good Courfe and EfFeft of 
u the Statutes of Labourers be openly violated and 
«* broken, in Subverfion of the Law, and to the 
** great Damage of all the Commons : Our Sove- 
** feign Lord the King, willing in this Cafe to 
* provide a Remedy, by the Advice and Confent 
«.< aforefaid, and at the special Request 
** of the Commons, hath ordained and efta- 
M bti&ed, that fuch Chapters and Congregations 
" fluli not be hereafter holden * and if any fuch 
44 be made, they that caufe fuch Chapters and 
" Congregations to be holden, and thereof con- 
" vi£ted, it lhall be adjudged Felony : Am* that 
€< the other Mafons, who come to fuch Chapters 

and Congregations, be punifhed by Prifonment 
* l of their Bodies, and make Fine and Ranfom at 

the King's Will." 

The Opinion of the great Judge Cqk$ upon 
this A& agfcinft tbe Mafons is explained in his In- 
ftitutes, Part 3, Folio 99, to this Effett : 

The Caufe wherefore thfs Offence was made 
Felony, is for that the good Courfe and Effect of 
the Statutes of Labourers were thereby violated 
and broken. Now, fays my Lord Coke* all the 
Statutes concerning Labourers* before this Ad, 
E 4 and 
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and whercunto this A<ft doth refer, are repealed by 
the Statute of 5 Eliz. Cap. 4. whereby the CWw// 
and of the making of this A& is taken away ; 
;md confequently this A& is become of no Force 
'>r Etfc&$ for Ceffante ratione Legis, ceffbt ipfn 
Lex; And the Indiflment of Felony upon thir 
Statute muft contain, that thofe Chapiters and . 
Congregations were to the violating and breaking' 
of the good Courfe and Efied of the Statute of 
Labourers; which now cannot be fo alledgcd, be* 
caufe thefe Statutes be repealed. Therefore this 
would be put out of the Charge of Juftices of the 
Peace, written by Matter Lambert, Page 227. 
This Quotation confirms the Tradition of eld 
Mafms, that this moft learned Judge really 
belonged to the ancient Lodge > and was a faitbfiel 
Bwther. 

However, this thundering Ordinance vm 
never once executed, or in the leaft intimidated' 
them from holding their Aflemblies* nor did they 
ever defire any of their eminent and noble Bre- 
tberen to get this A£t repealed r as they meddled 
not with any Affairs of State ; and for the Wage* 
of working Mafans free 06 the Ledge, their Laws 
forbad all Combinations, trufting to their Lords* 
and Founders for their Reward, according-toMer-iti 
arai Love, and not for Money. 

Nav, in the Minority of this-" 
After Chrift vcfy King ^ a good Lodge ^ hcW , 

at Canterbury, under Grand-Matter* 
Chi(belty y at appcaw from the ZrfriirRegifter ofc 

William 
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Wi$am Mdart, Prior of Canterbury^ in Manu- 
fcript, Page 88, in which are named Thomas 
Stapylton* the Mafter, John Morris* Cuftos de la 
Lodge Lathomorum, or, Warden of the Lodge of 
Mafons * with fifteen Fellow-Crafts, and three en- 
tered Prentices, all there named. 

And another Record fays, " The Company of 
*' Mafons, being otherwise termed Free-Mafons, 
*• of ancient Standing and good Reckoning, by 
M Means of affable and kind Meetings diverfe 
" Times, and as a loving Brotherhood ufe to do, 
cc did frequent this mutual Aflembly in the Time 
" of King Henry the Sixth, in the twelfth Year 
" of his mod gracious Reign : When Henry was 
" thirteen Years of Age, Anno Dom. 1434. 
And the faid Record describing a Coat of Arms, 
much the fame with that of the London Company 
of Freeman- Mafons, it is generally believed that the 
faid Company is defcended of the ancient Frater- 
nity ; and that in former Times no Man was 
made free of that Company until he was infralled 
in fome Lodge of free and accepted Mafons, as a 
necefiary Qualification. So that before the Trou- 
bles of this unfortunate King, the Mafons were 
every where in great Efteem, and much employed ; 1 
for the above Record fays farther, " That the 
•« Charges and Conre&ions of the Free- Mafons ^ 
'< have been feen and perufed by our late Sove- 
«« reign, King Henry the Sixth, and by the Lords oi 
14 his moft hpnourable Council, who have allow'd 
41 them, and declared, that they be right, good and 
E 5 ** leafonabk - 
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" reafonable to be hbfden, as they have beeir 
drawn out and colle&cd from the Records of 
" ancient Times, &c." 

At length the Craft fuffered Negleft ; at firft by 
the bloody Wars of the Houfes of Tori and LancajUr\ 
and afterwards by other Means, till the Union of 
the two Kingdoms, when true Architecture began 
again to dawn in this Weftern Part of the World ; 
and the Progrefs of it would have been more 
rapid, if Queen Elizabeth had not dtfeouraged the 
Study of Architecture. And hearing alfo that the 
Mafons had fome Secrets that they could not or 
would not reveal to her, (he became jealous of their 
AfTemblies, and fent an armed Force to break uj> 
their annual Communication at York on St. John's 
Day, December 27, 1561. But Sir Thomas Sack- 
vilkj Grand-Mailer, took Care to fend fome of the 
great Officers of the Queen, that were Mafons,, 
who then joining their Aflembly, made honour- 
able Report to the Queen, who ever after efteemed 
them as the Cultivators of Peace, Friendlhip, bro- 
therly Love, Arts and Sciences, and never med- : 
died with thofe who were given to Change. 

It may not be amifs here to give the Senti- 
ments and Practice of old Mafons, touching the 
Government of their Grand-Mafters, via. That - 
Kings, and other Male Sovereigns, are Grand - 
Matters during Life, and appoint a Deputy, or ap- 
prove of his Election* to prefide ovgr the Fra- 
ternity, witi* the Title and Honours, of Grand* 
Mafter ; but if the % Sovereign k a Female, ,oc not 
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a Brother ; or a Minor under a Regent, not a 
Brother ; or if the Male Sovereign, or the Regent, 
though a Brother, is negligent of the Craft, then 
the old Grand-Officers may aflemble the Grand- 
Lodge in due Form to eled a Grand-Mafter, but 
not during Life, only he may be annually re- 
chofen while he and they think fit. 



CHAP. III. 

the State of Masonry from 
the Union of the Crowns to Grand- 
Mqfier Montagu. 

IN the Reign of King James the Firft, the 
famous and learned Inigc Jones, being Grand - 
Rafter, the bell Craftfmen from all Parts reforted 
to him, who always allowed good Wages and fca- 
fonable Times for Inftruftion ia the Lodges, which 
he conftituted with excellent Bye- Laws, and made 
them like the Schools or Academies of Defigners 
in Italy. He alfo held the quarterly Communica- 
tion of the Grand-Lodge, of Mafters and War- 
dens, and the annual General AflEbmbly and Fcaft 
cn St. John's Day, wheh he was annually re- 
chofen till 1618, when JPWwm, Earl of Ptmbroh, 
was chofen Grand-Mafter, and being approved by 
the King, he appointed. jltagpjtaa his Deputy* 
Gran*-Mafter\ 

Ma so may 
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^««» D«ay. the Brotherhood u 
\\ V r ~ The Manner of their Adopt 

i \Y\ v*\vi* * s ™i formal fofcmn ' 

v V V VN'««ft«di» of an Oath of Secre 
x \\V^ V Wter Fate than all other Oa 

X \% Wn mod religioufly obferved ; 

V* ^>rld been yet able, by the Inad 

y^C^rize, or Folly of any of its M 
, \aW into this Myftery, or make 

i T^VKcovery- 

|\ A *t Es . the Reflorat ; on of King Cborltt 
\j£^ COnd > Twho though he had been made a M 
^Toad, negUaed the Craft, giving bimfelf 
t*T«ty up to his Pleafures } however, ^ of g 
in 1 663, Htnrj Jertnyn, Earl of St. ^ , 
Albany being Grand-Mafter, Sir 
Jcbn Dmham, Deputy- Grand-Mafter, Sir Ci 
fber Wrm, and Mr. John Wtbb y Grand-Wai 
made the following Regulations, vix. 

J. That no Perfon, of what Degree foev 
accepted a Free-Mafon, unlefc in a regular I 
whereof one to be a Mafter or a Warden, 1 
£Kvifio0 where fitch Lodge is kept, and ana 
u -» r raftrman in Mafonry. 

£ Tha T «° Perfon Rafter te acce P l 
, " ab Je of Body, honeft in Parents 

fuch as are a ^ ^ 0bferyer of thc l 
good 'Reputattcr 

the Land. p er f on , who ft»all he ace 

111. THAT ^ n be admitted jnto any 
fttt-l/hfon, gh t a Certificate of the Ti 
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Place of his Acceptation from the Matter of the 
Limit where he was made, and the Lodge kept. 
And the Matter fhall enrol the fame in Parch- 
ment, and fhall give an Account of fuch Accep- 
tations at every General Aflembly. 

IV. That every Perfon, who is now a Free- 
Mafon, fhall bring to the Matter a Note of the 
Time of his Acceptation, to the End that it may 
bt enrolled in fuch Priority of Place as the Bro- 
ther defer yes ; and that the whole Company and 
Fellows may the better know each other. 

V. That, for the future, the faid Fraternity of 
Free-Mafons (hall be regulated and governed by 
one Grand-Matter, and as many Wardens as the 
faid Society (hall think fit to appoint at every Gene- 
ral Aflembly. 

VI. That no Perfon fhall be accepted, unlefs 
he be twenty-one Years old, or upwards. 

THOMJS SWAGE, Earl of Ri- 
Earl of&w/, fucceeded St. Mans a* Grand- 

166^* " Matter, who appointed Sir Cbrifto* 
thir Wrtn Deputy-Grand-Mafter, 
andMr.^fltoi Webbzn&Mx. GrinlinGibbons % Grand- » 
Wardens ; but the Deputy and Wardens had the 
Management of every thing concerning the Craft. * 

This Year, on the Second of Septartber, the 
City of London bfcing almoft deftroyed by Fire, the 
Free-Mafons were ncccflarily employed and cr*- 
couraged to rebuild that noble City in a more ele- * 
gant Style than before. The Deputy had formed > 
a grand Defign of making it the moft regular 
and fpfcndid City in the WorM, but by private 

Properties, 
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Properties and other Hindrances, this laudably 
Defign could not be carried into Execution. 
- The elegant Style of the Cfaft evidenced itfclf 
in building the Royal- Exchange ; St. PauTs Cathe- 
dral, the Foot-done of which was levelled in due; 
Form by the King, Grand -Matter Rivers* the 
Architects, Craftfmen, Nobility and Gentry, 
Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, Bifhops and Clergy* 
in the Year 1673 ; defigned and condu&ed by the 
Deputy-Grand-Mafter Wren, as Mafttr of Work, 
with his Wardens, Edward Strongs the Elder and 
Younger. The Monument, of the Doric Order, 202 
Feet high from the Ground, fifteen Feet in Dia* 
meter, its Pedeftal twenty Feet fquare, and forty 
in Height, with Emblems in Baffo Relievo bf 
Gabriel Gibber* was finifhed in the Year 1677 : 
Many more fine Buildings were railed, partial* 
larly St. Mary-k-Bew, St. Stephen 9 * in WaOreoke % 
with its admirable Cupola, if equalled, not ex- 
celled by any in Europe 5 the College of Phyfi* 
cians 5 and beautiful Middle-Temple Gate. 

GEORGE FILLERS, Duke • 
of Buckingham, an old Mafon, be- < B*F***mk\ 
came Grand-Mafter, tut being in- 
dolent, he left all to Deputy Wren and his War- 
dens ; and was fucceeded by Henry 
B-etmety Earl -of Arlington, who was fa\f\* r * 
too deeply engaged in State- Affairs *' ^ 
to mind the Lodges; yet in his Mafterfliip, the 
Craft was very confiderable, and many Performs of 

r DHlinakai 
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PifHft&ion requefted to be admitted, and were ac- 
cordingly accepted by the Fraternity. 

In fome of the Manufcripts of Mr. AJbmU be- 
fore mentioned, there are many very valuable Col- 
le&ions relating to the Hiftory of the Frce-Mafons, 
as may be gathered from the Letters of Dr. Knipe, 
of Chrijl -Churchy Oxford^ to the Publiflier of his 
Life ; the following Extrafts therefrom will au- 
thenticate and illuftrate many Fads in the fore- 
going Hiftory. 

«* As to the ancient Society of Free-Mafons* 
«« concerning whom you are defirous of knowing 
" what may be known with Certainty, I (hall only 
w tell you, that if our worthy Brother E. JJh- 
" mole, Efq; had executed his intended Defign, 
" our Fraternity had been as much obliged to him 
" as the Brethren of the moft noble Order of the 
" Garter. I would not have you furprized at 
" this Expreffion, or think it at all too afluming. 
« The Sovereigns of that Order have not dif- 
" dained our Fellowfhip, and there have been 
" Times when Emperors were alfo Free-Mafons. 
" What from Mr. A/bmoUh Colledion I could , 
«< gather was, that the Report of our Society's 
" taking Rife from a Bull granted by the Pope, 
4 « in the Reign of Henry the Third, to fome 
" Italian Archite$s to travel over all Europe, to 
" ereft Chapels, was ill founded ; fuch a Bull 
44 there wa$, and thofc Architects were Mafons ; ' 
" but this Bull, in, the Opinion of thp learned £ 
"'Mr. 4/hmolh was confirmative. only, and did 

«< not 
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€ * notTjy any Means create our Fraternity, or even 
" eftablifh them in this Kingdom : But as to the 
" Time and Manner of that Eftablifhment, fome- 
" thing I fliall relate from the fame Collections. 
" St; Jlban, the Proto-martyr, eftablifhed Ma- 
** fonry here, and from his Time it floarifhei 
*' more or lefs, according as the World went, 
<c down to the Days, of King Athelftan^ who for 
«« the Sake of his Brother Edwin granted the 
Mafons a Charter. Under our Norman Prin- 
" ces, they frequently received extraordinary 
«* Marks of Royal Favour : There is no Doubt to 
" be made, that the Skill of Mafons, which was 
*< always tranfcendently great, even in the raoft 
4t barbarous Times, their wonderful Kindnefs 
<c and Attachment to each other, how different 
** foever in Condition, and their inviolable Fi- 
«* delity in keeping religioufly their Secret, muft 
expofe them, in ignorant, troublefome, and fu- 
*' perftkious Times, to a vaft Variety of Adven- 
*' tures, according to the different Fate of Parties, 
« # and other Alterations in Government. By the 
" Way, it may be noted, that the Mafons were 
*\ always loyal fc which expofed them to great 
c< Severities when Power wore the Trappings of 
c< Juftice, and thofe who committed Treafon,. 
'< punifhed true Men as Traitors. 

j « Th u s in the third Year of Henry the Sixth, Ai\ 
" Act pafled to abolifh the Society of Mafons, and. 
<c . to hinder, under grievous Penalties, the holding. 
**' Chapters, Lodges, or other regular AfTembJies^ 

T . " " *^Yct 
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" Yet this A& was afterwards repealed, and even 
« before that, King /fc»ry, and fevetal Lords of 

his Court, became Fellows of the Craft." 

Many Lodges in the Reign of Charles the 
Second were conftituted by Leave of the feveral 
noble Grand-Mafters, the Fraternity being ftill 
confiderable, and many Gentlemen and famous 
Scholars requefted to be admitted. Mr. AjhmU 
again- fays, in Page 66, of his Diary. " On 
cc March the ioth, 1682, about 5 Hor. poft 

Merid. I received a Summons to appear at a 
" Lodge tabe held the next Day at M*fons-Hall> • 
€i in London. March 11, accordingly I went, 
" and about Noon, was admitted into the Fel- 
" lowflup of Free-Mafons, Sir William mifonj 
" Knight ; Captain Richard Borthwick \ Mr. WiU 
" Ham Woodman j Mr. William Grey 1 Mr. Samuel 
*« TiyW, and Mr. William Wife : I was the 
<( fenior Fellow among them, it being thirty five 

Years fince I was admitted ; there were prefent, 
V befides myfelf, the Fellows after named, Mr. 
" Thomas Wife y Mafter of the Mafons Company 
** this prefent Year ; Mr. Thomas Sbortbofe> &c» * 
«« We all dined at the Half-Mom Tavern, in 

Cheapftdfy at a noble Dinner prepared at the 
c< Charge of the new accepted Mafons." 

Many of the Fraternity's Records of this and 
farmer Reigns were loft in the next, and at the 
Revolution : And many of them were too haftily 
burnt in our own Time for Fear of making Dis- 
coveries. 

Upon 



Digitized by 



M A S O N ft Y. 91 

• Upon the Death of Grand-Matter Arlington* 
m the Year 1685, the Lodges met and elected 
Sir Chrijlopber Wren Grand-Matter, * 
who annually, while carrying on St. ^^f^l 
Paul\ met thofe Brethren who 

could attend him, to keep up good old Ufages til! 
the Revolution. 

• Particular Lodges were moftly occafibnal 
in London^ except where fome great Works 
were carrying on : Sir Robert Clayton procured an 
occafional Lodge of Matters to meet at St. Thomas'* 
-Hofpital in the Year 1693, near which a ftated 
Lodge continued long afterwards. Befides the old 
Lodge at St. PauN> there was one in Piccadilly* 
another by Weflminfter - Abbey, Holbourn and Tower- 
£BU. King William was privately made a Mafon,' 
approved of the Choice of Sir Chriftopher Wren* 
greatly promoted the Interefts of the Craft, ap- 
pointed the fine new Palace- at Gneemuich^ in the 
Year 1695, to be an Hofpital for Seamen, and or- 
dered it to be «fini&ed according to Jones's old De- 
fign. This Year alfo the moft no- jj Q k e ofj^jfr 
bk. Charles, Duke of Richmond and mg j c ' 
Lenox, Grandfather of the prefent 

Dyke, Matter of a Lodge at Cbichejier* coming 
tQ the annual Aflembly in London, was chofen 
Grand- Mafter, and approved by the King; Sir 
Chrijlopber Wren was his Deputy, who afted as 
before at the Head of the Craft, and was again 
cbofen Grand-Matter in the Year 1698: 
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Ik the Beginning of the Reign of. Queen Adne, 
the Augujian Style was every where moft richly; 
difplayed j yet the Lodges were more and more 
difufed ; partly by the Negleft of Mailers and 
Wardens ; and partly by not having a noble, 
Grand-Mafter, as in Times paft, the annual Af- 
fembly was not duly attended j and what was the 
WQrft of all, Sir Chrtftopher Wren totally negle&ed 
the Office of Grand-Mafter for feveral Years. 

After the Rebellion was over in 1716, the 
few Lodges ia London finding themfelves unnoticed 
by their Grand-Mafter, thought fit to cement 
under a Grand-Mafter of their own Choice, a* 
the Centre of Union and Harmony. The Lodges, 
that met were then held at the Goofe and Grtd-lrm 
in St. Pouts Church -Tardy the Crown in Parker* Si* 
Lane, near Drury-Lane ; the Apple-Tree Tavern 
in Charles-Street y Covent- Garden ; the Rummer- and 
Gr'apes Tavern in Channel- Row, Weftrninfter. 
They and feme old Brothers met at the Apple* 
Tree, and put into, the Chair the oldeft Mafter- 
Mafon, being the prefent Matter of a Lodge, 
conftituted a Lodge in due Form *, revived the 
quarterly Communication of Officers, refolved to 
hold the annual Affembly and Feaft, and then to 
chufe ft Grand-Mafter from among themfelves, 

* So called, btcaufe it Jhould meet quarterly according 
to ancient Ufage. And when the Grand-Mafter it prefent p 
it is. a Lodge in ample Form 5 otherwi/e only in dui 
Fd&M, but both equal in Authority. 



Digitized by 



M ASONRt. 93 

till they flmld again be honoured with having 
a noble Brother at theirHead. Accordingly, 

Ow St. John BoptiJ?* Day, 17 17, the Affembljr 
arid Feaft were held at the aforefaid Goofe and Grid- 
Iron. The oldeft Mafter-Mafon bring in the Chair, 
propofed a Lift of Candidates, and the Brethren by 
a Majority of Hands, defied Mr. s 
Anthony Sayer, Grand-Mafter of 
Mafons, who was forthwith, con- ( 
gratutated, invefted, inftalled and homaged ; and 
then his Worfhip commanded the Matters and 
Wardens of Lodges to meet the Grand-Officers 
every Quarter in Cbramunicatidn, at the Place 
he fhould appoint. 

GEORGE PAYNE, Efq; fuc- 
ceed Brother Sayer in 17 18, John- P «J*<> 
Theophilus Defaguliers, L. L. D. ^"fi*"* 
and F. R. S. in 1719, and our Defaguli- 
afore fa id Brother, the right wot- ers, 1719. 
fhipful George Payne, Efq; in 1720* 
It was now recommended (o the' Brethren, the 
ftriQeft Obfervance of the Communication, and 
that they fhould bring to the Grand-Lodge any 
old Writings and Records concerning Mafons or 
Mafonry, to Ihew the good Ufages.of old : Many 
Manufcripts were accordingly brought, for they 
had nothing as yet in Print ; but many of the 
naoft valuable concerning Lodges, Regulations, 
Charges, Secrets, and Ufages, particularly one 
written by Brother Nicholas Stone, the Warden 
<of ' Grand- Mafler higo Jones, were too haftily 

burnt 
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burnt by fcwpulout Brothers, that tbty might rid* 
/all iqto ftrange Hands. It was alfo agreed, that 
the new Gr*od-Mafter (hould have the Power of 
appointing his Grand-Wardens, and a Deputy-- 
Grande Matter, now found as neceffary as formed 
ly, according to ancient Cuftom. 

And at the Grand-Lodge in ample Form 
on Lady-Day, 1721, Grand-Mafter Payne pro* 
pofed for his Succeflbr, a moft noble Brother, at 
which -the Lodge expreflcd great Joy at the 
happy Profpeft of being again patronised by 
noble Grand-Mailers, aa in the moft profperout 
and glorious Days of Mafonry. 



CHAP. IV. 

!%e State of Masonry from 
Grand-Mafter Montagu to Grand* 
Mqfter Strathmore. 

WE have feen in the foregoing Hiftory of 
Mafonry, by what Means the Craft 
flourifhed, and how they came to fuffer Decay ; 
and that it was in the Times of Barbarity and 
Ignorance, of Tyranny and Qppreffion, of War 
and Bloodflied, when the popular Rage and Fury 
vented itfelf upon the noble Sciences, or Places 
dedicated to their Ufe, an<J chiefly upon the Pro- 
feflbrs and Advocate? of this Royal Art, which as 
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it was the mxift pfeful to Mankind, fo ft was tHe 
iirftdosmed to Perdition. Indeed, the Days have 
been in Brit*in r when this ancient and honourable 
Fraternity fullered not a little frtnn the Negleft 
their Grand-Mailers, wh6 fliould have counte- 
nanced the Communications with their Prefence, 
given Life and Vigour to their Refolutions, and by 
Precept and Example, as well to keep the whole 
Body firm, fteady and faithful to the ancient 
Laws and Ufages of Mafons, as to preftrve the 
Honour and Renown that the Fraternity had ac- 
quired in the World with the Wife, Learned, 
Good, Great and Brave, from the Commencement 
of Time. 

This Royal Craft fuffered greatly during the 
intefttne Broils in the Reign of Charles the Firft ; 
nor do we find it made any great Advances after 
the ftcftoration, the Sciences being continually 
interrupted by the tyrannical Schemes of an 
effeminate Court, and a Succeffion of War from 
the Revolution to the Suppreffion.of the Troubles 
renewed in the Beginning of the Reign of King 
George the Firft : Under whofe aufpicious Govern- 
ment Peace being fettled, the Sciences began again 
to flourifh, and Mafonry once more became the 
Darling of the People, under their Grand-Mafter, 
Sir Cbrijlopber Wren r whofe Abilities moft cer* 
tainly commanded all due Refpeft ; but the Want 
of Zeal and Induftry in the Work of his Lord, 
jnade it neceffary for the Brethren to guard againft 
all future Decays of their ancient and honourable 

Craft, 
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Craft, by chufing the right woribip&t George 
Pafne> Efq; to be their Grand-Mafter, by wbpfc 
Fervency and Zeal, the Freedom of this Society 
has been fixed upon the noble and folid Bails of 
thofe Noblemen and Princes who have done Ho» 
nour to the Craft by their conflant Attendance 
and laudable Example ; a Series of fiich noble 
Perfonages as no Age,- Society nor Nation could 
ever boaft of to have ruled over them ; and who 
in a continued Sueceflion will, in all Probability, 
govern them and lift them up for ever. # 

It will be neceflary now to proceed to the 
Recital of thofe great Names who have honoured 
the Fraternity by prefiding over them, either as 
Grand-Mafters or other Grand- Officers ; together 
with a brief Abftra£k of the Tranfa&ions in their 
Grand-Communications, in the Order of Time 
they happened, 

Grand-Mafter. 
John Montagu, Duke of Montagu. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
John Beal, Doctor of Pbyfic 

Grand- Wardens. 
Mr. J. Viileneau ajid Mr. T.Morris, jun. 

On the Morning of his Election, June 24, 1721, 
George Payne* Efq; Grand-Mafter, affembled the 
Grand-Lodge at the Kings-Arms^ in St. Parts 

Cburcb- 
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Chnrch-Yard ; made feme new Brothers, particu- 
larly Pbiiip, Lprd Stanhope* now Earl of Ghefter- 
fidd ; and then marched according to the Manner 
of M afent to a noble Feaft prepared for them at Sta- 
$iotur§»H*li i where his Grace was inverted with 
the Enfigns of bis Office, received their Homage and 
Congratulations, and entered upon the Exercife of 
bis Authority : Whereupon Dr. Defaguliers, for- 
merly Grand- Matter, made an eloquent Oration in 
Prarfe of Mafons and Mafonry. The Whole was 
conduced with great Harmony and brotherly 
Love. In the feveral Communications held by his 
Grace, he encouraged and promoted the laudable 
Defigns of the Craft ; ordered their Conftitutions. 
and Laws to be collected into one Body by Dr. De~ ' 
faguliers and Mr. Jama Anderfon ; and to be rc- 
vifed and amended, anu after being approved of, 
to be printed ; which was accordingly" done. . 

Grand-Mafter. 
Philip Wharton, Duke of Whartqm, 

Deputy- Grand- Mafter. 
J. Theoph. Desagujliers, L.L.D. and F.R.S* 

Grand-Wardens. 
Mr. Josh. Timson and Ja. Anderson, A. M. 

WILLIAM COIVPER, Efiq; was appoint^ Se- 
cretary, January 27, 1722-3. His Grace wafr.very 
afttve and vigilant in yifiting the old Lodges and 
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conftituting new ones, as the Fraternity began to 
increafe daily, by the Admiffion of many of the 
Clergy, Gentlemen, Merchants, and others of 
good Repute, who were all highly pleafed with ' 
his Grace's generous and noble Behaviour. 

Grand-Maftcr. 

F. Scott, E. of Dalkeith, late D. of Buccleugh. 

Deputy-Grand- Maftcr. 
J. Theoph. Desaguliers, L.L.D. andF.RJJ. 

Grand- Wardens. 
Francis Sore ll, Efqj and Mr. John Sen ex. 

The Duke of /SPW/m, Grand-Mafter, came, 
attended with his Wardens, and many Brethren 
in Coaches, to hold theFeaft at Menbant-Tayhrs* 
Halt, Jun* 24, 1723, and then walked with his 
Deputy, Wardens, and the Matters and Wardens 
of Lodges into the Lodge-Room j and there recog- 
nized their new Grand-Mafter, who was now in 
Scotland ; about 400 Mafons were at this Feaft. 
Upon his Lordfhip's Return in a Grand-Commu- 
nication, he exerted himfelf greatly in many Things 
for the Good of Mafons, particularly in forming 
their Committee of Charity, as will be after- 
wards more particularly related. 

Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter. 

C.Lenox, D. of Richmond, Lenox and Aubismy. 

Deputy- Grand-Mafter. 
Martin Folks s, E% 

Grand-Wardens. 
Geo* Payne and Francis Sorell, Efqrs. 

The Earl of Dalkeith, with his Deputy and 
Wardens, and a great Number of Brethren, waited 
on Brother Richmond* at his Houfe at Whitehall* 
June 24, 1724, and then proceeded in a grand 
Proceffion to Merchant-Taylors- Hall to Dinner : 
And there Grand-Matter Dalkeith made the fol- 
lowing Proceffion round the Tables. • 

1. Brother Clinch to clear the Way. 
2. The Stewards two and two, with their white 
Rods. 3. Secretary Cowper with the Bag. 3. On 
his Left, the M after of the fecond Lgdge with one 
great Light. 4. Two other great Lights borne 
by Matters of Lodges. 5* Former Grand- 
Wardens one by one, according to Juniority, 

6. Sofell and Senex 9 the prefent Grand- Wardens. 

7. Defaguliersy Deputy - Grand - Matter, alone. 

8. On the Left the Sword of State carried by 
the Matter of the Lodge to which it did belong ; 
followed by Richmond Grand-Matter eled. 9. On 
the Right-Hand the Book of Conftitutions on a 
Cufliion, carried by the Matter of the fenior 

F 2 • Ledge 
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Lodge, followed by Dalkeith, Grand-Mafter* 
During the Proceffion, the Brethren gave the 
regular Salutations. The fecond Proceffion was 
like the firft, fave that now Lord Dalkeith walked 
firft as the youngefl: late Grand Mafter, clofe after 
the' former Grand- Wardens, and the Duke of 
Richmond laft of all, preceded by his Wardens 
and Deputy, and before them the Sword and 
Conftitutioos. His Grace in the Execution of his 
Office was very affiduous for the Welfare of the 
Craft, and firmly eftabliflied the Fund of general 
Charity for poor Brothers* that was begun by 
Grand-Mafter Dalkeith. 

Grand-Mafter. 

J. Hamilton, Lord Pauley, nowE. of Abircorn. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. ^ 
John Th eophi lu s De sac u li ers, L.L.D. and F.R+S* 

Grand- Wardens. 

Col. D. Houghton, and Sir T. P£ND2ROAtT 9> Bt^ 

Lor d Paijhy being in the Country had appointed 
the Duke of Richmond his Proxy, who held the Feaft 
at Merchant-Taylors- Hall, December 27, 1725, and 
recognized the Authority of the ceW Gran4r 
Mafter. During whofe Abfence the Deputy at- 
tended the Communications, vifited the Lodges, 
and redreffed what was amifs till Lord Paifley re- 
turned, greatly to the Satisfaction of his Worfbij. 

Grand- 
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Grand- Matter. 
William O But an, Earl of Iwchiqjjik. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 

, William Cowper 1 , Efq; 

Grand- Wardens. 

Alex.Xhccke and Will. Burdon, Efqrs. 

Mr. Edward Wilfon was appointed Secretary, 
in the Room of William Cowper, Efq; nowDeputy- 
Grand-Mafter. The Feaft was held at Mercers* 
Hall> February 27, 1726-7; and theGrand-Mafter 
Icing abfent, Lord Paijley conduced the Bulinefs of 
the Day, and clofed the Lodge in due Time. The 
Grand- Mailer granted a Deputation to HugbWar- 
htrim, Efq; tobe Provincial Grand-Mafter of North- 
fPales, and to Sir Edward Manfell, Bart, to be 
Provincial Grand-Mafter of South-Wales, find alfo 
a Deputation to fome Brothers in Spain for the 
constituting of a Lodge at Gibraltar. In his 
Mafterfhip, oh the eleventh of June, 1727, King 
George the Firft died at Ofnaburg in his Way to 
Hanover, and was fucceeded by his only Son 
KING GEORGE THE SECOND, 
now happily reigning, and the firft remembered 
at all the Affemblies of Mafons in* their peculiar 
Manner : To Mafons nd more need be faid. 

F 3 Grand- 
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Grand- Mailer. 
Henry Hare, Lord Colerane. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Alexander Chocke, Efij; 

Grand- Wardens. 
N. Blackekby, Efqj and Mr. J. Hichmore* 

Mr. William Read was appointed Secretary, 
The Feaft was held on St. John*$ Day, December 27^ 
1727, at Mercers- Ha 11, with great Joy and 
Satisfaftion throughout the whole large Aflem- 
bly. And his Lordlhip being entered upon his 
high Office, granted a Deputation fof the hold- 
ing of a Lodge in St. Bernard's-Sireet, in Madrid. 
In the laft Communication under the Mafter- 
ftip of Colerane^ Dr. Defagulters moved that the 
ancient Office of Stewards might be revived to affift 
the Grand- Wardens in preparing the Feaft, and 
in other Things appertaining to the annual Ge- 
neral Aflembly of Mafons ; which was carried 
unanimoufly, and that their Number fhould be 
Twelve. A Lift of thofe Gentlemen who have 
ferved the honourable Office of Stewards, from 
Grand-Mafier Colerane to thofe who at prefent 
enjoy that Office, will be elfewhere inferted. 

Grand- 
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Gwnd-Mafter. 
Jamss Xing, Lord Kingston.. 

Dcputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Nathaniel Blackrrby, Efqi 

Grand- Wardens, 
Sir J. Thor n h i l l , Kt and M. OCon nor , Efq; 

The Feaft was again held on St. ^Aa's Day, at 
Mtrctrs-HaUy December 27, 1728. Dcputy-Grand- 
Mafter Cheeky with bis Warden, femal noble Bro- 
thers, former Grand-Officers, and many Brethren 
attended his Worihip from hisHoufe in Ltifrfltr- 
Sfuany to the laid Hall in Coaches, where every 
Thing waa tranfa&ed with great Harmony and De- 
corum, His Lordflup, at his own Coft, provided a 
curious Pedeftal, and a rich Culhion, adorned with 
GoldTaiTels and Fringes for the Top of the Pede- 
ftal, with a fine Velvet Bag, and a Badge of two 
Golden Pens a-crofs pendant to a blue Ribbon for 
the Grand-Secretary : Fof all which the Com- 
munication returned his Worfhip Thanks in a 
proper Manner. Grand-Mafter Ktngjim granted 
a Deputation to Brother George Pmfrltt for the 
conftituting of a Lodge at Bengal, in Eafi-hdia t , 
at the preffing Solicitation of fome Brethren re- 
futing there, 

. ' F 4 Grand- 
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Grand-Mailer. 
Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Nathaniel Blackerby, Efqj 



CgWnel G. Carpenter and T. Bat son, £fqi 

Grand-Master Kingjhn, with bis Deputy 
And Wardens, waited on his Grace the Grand~Maiter 
ele&, at hts Houfe in St. J anus's- Square ; where be 
was metby as great a Number of Brethren all clothed 
proper, at bad ever been known, and from thence 
proceeded toM$rchmti-Tayte$'Hall) January 29, 
1729*30* in the following Manner, viz. 

1. Brot H 1 h 7«foj/Sfi to clear the Way. 
a. Six of the Stewards with their Badges and Rods, 
two in each Chariot. Z> Brothers duly, clothed 
without Diftin&ion ii* Gentlemen* Coaches. 4, 
Noble and eminent Brethren in their own Cha- 
riots. 5. Former Grand-Officers not noble. . 6j 
Former noble Grand- Mailers clothed proper. 7, 
The Secretary alone with his Badge and Bag. § 4 
The two Grand- Wardens clothed proper with 
their Badges in one Chariot. 9. The Deputy- 



Grand- Wardens. 



Grand* 
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Grand-Matter alone. 10. King/fort, Grand-Mafter, 
with his Badge : Norfolk ,Grand-Mafter ele<3, clothed 
only as a Mafon, in one Coach, ir. The Duke 
of Norfolk's Coach of State empty. Brother John 
Pine adled as Marftial, and conduced the Pro- 
ceffion ; which being arrived at the Hall-Gate ; 
I. The Stewards flood with their Rods on each 
Side the Paflage to make a Lane. 2. Brother 
Jobnfon to clear the Way. 3. Former Grand- 
Wardens one by one, according to their Juniority. 
4. Former Deputy-Grand-Mafters, according to 
Juniority, one by one. 5. Former Grand-Maftera 
by Juniority in the following Order 5 Lord Cott- 
rane ; Earl of Incbiquin ; Lord Patjley ; Duke of 
Richmond ; Earl of Dalkeith ; Duke of Montagu $ 
Dr. Difaguliers \ George Payne, Efq; and Mr. An* 
tbouf Sayer. 6, Then the Stewards clofed two 
and two. 7. The Secretary alone. 8. The two 
Grand- Wardens. 9. The Deputy* Grard-Mafter 
alone. 10 On the Left-Hand the Sword, borne 
before Norfolk, Grand-Mailer de& ; on the Rights 
Hand the Book of Conftitutions &n a rich Cufhion, 
carried by the Matter of the feittor Lodge :♦ The 
whbie was clofed by Marlhal Pine, with his 
Truncheon blue, tipt with Gold. 

Ik this Order they folemnly walked into the 
Lodge-Room, where the Mafters and Wardens 
received their Grand-Mafter with the greateft Joy 
and A£fe£Hon in due Form. He fat down in hi> 
Qiair before the Pedeftal, covered with a rich 
F 5 Cufliionj 
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Culhion, upon which were laid the Conftitutions 
and Sword ; with the Grand-Mafter ele£t on his 
Right-Hand, whofe Eie&ion W2S forthwith re- 
cognized with great Solemnity. His Grace was 
vigilant in his Office, and when his Affairs called 
him into -Italy, he was not unmindful of the Fra- 
ternity, to whom he fent the following kind and 
noble Prefents, viz. 

1. Twenty Pounds to the Fund of Mafons 
Charity. 2. A large Folio Book of the finett 
writing Paper for the Records of the Grand-Com- 
munication, richly bound in Turkey Leather and 
gilt, and on the Frontifpiece in Vellum the Arms 
of Norfolk amply difplayed, with a Latin Infcrip- 
tion of his noble Titles. 3. The old trufty Sword 
of Guflavus Adolpbus, the valiant King of Sweden, 
that was next wore by his brave SuccefTor in War, 
Bernard, Duke of Saxe-Weimar, with both their 
Names on the Blade, which the Grand-Mafter 
had ordered to be moft richly embellilhed j and to 
be the Grand-Mafter's Sword of State for the 
Time to come. . For all which noble Benefac- 
tions the Lodge expreffed their moft grateful Ac- 
ceptance, in their peculiar Manner. His Grace 
granted a Deputation to Captain Ralph Farwinttr 
to be Provincial Grand-Mafter of Eoji -India at 
Bengal, another to Monfieur Thuanus to be Pro- 
vincial Grand-Mafter of the Circle of Lower- 
Saxony, and a third to Mr. Daniel Cox to he Pro- 
vincial Grand-Mafter of Ntw-Jerfey in America. 

4 Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter. 
T. Coke, Ld. Lovel, nowE. of Leicester* 

Deputy- Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Bat son, Eftp 

Grand-Wardens. 
Gr Douglas, MDand J. Chambers, Efq; 

Mr. George Moody y was appointed his Worfhip's 
Sword-Bearcr. The Feaft was held at Merccrs- 
Uall 9 March 27, J731, and all Things were regu- 
larly tranfaded. In a Grand- Communication, the 
Duke of Norfolk) with other noble Brethren being 
prefect, the Grand-Mafter moved, that the Thank* 
of the Community fhould be returned to his Grace 
for his noble Prefents to the Fraternity, which was 
forthwith done, and received by the Duke with bro- 
therly AfFeftiom His Royal Highnefi Francis-Sti* 
fben, Duke of Lorram^ now hislMPE*lAL Ma- 
jesty, was made an entered Prentice and Fellow- 
Craft, at the Hague, bf Virtue of a Deputation from 
'Grand-Mafter Level for a Lodge there, of which 
t)r. Defaguliert was Mafter, John Stanhope and Johm 
Holtzendorf, Elqrs, Wardens ; the reft of the Bre- 
thren that formed the Lodge, were Philip, Earl of 
bhefterfieU) Jeremiah Strickland, Efq; Nephew to 
flie Bifhop otNamure, Mr. Benjamin Hadlef* and 
a Dutch Brother. His Royal Highncfi coming to 

England 
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England foon after, was made a Mafter-Mafon along 
with his Grace Thomas Pelharn, Duke of Ntw- 
caftk) at Houghton-Hall^ in Norfolk, the Seat of Sir 
Rcbert Walpole. This Eventthe Society have in con- 
tinual Remembrance in a proper Manner. Hi* 
Worftip alfo granted Deputations of Provincial 
Grand-Mafters to Captain John Phillips, of RuJJia^ 
and Captain James Ccmmerfordy of Andalttfia y in 
Spain. 

. Grand-Mafter; 
Anthony Brown, Lord Vifc. Montacuts* 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Bat son, E% 

Grand- Wardens. 
Gio. Rooks and Ja. Moore-Sm ythe, Efijr* 

The annual Affembly and Feaft was held at AUr* 
chant-Taylors-HaU> JprHig, 1732 * and Deputy- ' 
Grand-Mafter Batfm> with h» Wardens, attended 
the Grand- Matter ded, at his Houfe in Bhomfinry- 
Squarty tog ether with the Dute of Montagu and 
Kichmmdi Lord Coltrant, Lord Carptntor, the- 
Earl of Sfratbrnort, Lord Teynbam y and many 
other Brethren all duly clothed ; who proceeded * 
to the Hall, and there performed every Thing ac- 
cording to good and ancient Ufages. In the Courfe 
of his Mafterfhip, he granted a Deputation for hold* ; 
ing a Lodge at Vahncunms^ in French Flanders^ and - 
pother at the Houl de Bu/fi, in iVro. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

tte State ^Masonry from Grand* 
Mafier Strathmore to Grand' 
Mq/ler Carysfort, 

TH E prefent flourifhing Condition of the Fra- 
ternity in England, the Reader will difcern, has 
not been obtained without great Induftry and Appli- 
cation ; and he will alfo find the fame noble Endea- 
vours not the leaft abated in their fucceeding Story, 

Grand-Mafter. 
Jambs Lyon, Earl of Strathmoki, 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Batson, Efqj 

Grand- Wardens. 
J. Moorb-Smythe, and John Ward, ECqn> 

( The Feaft and annual Aflembly were folemni- 
s&cd at A&rcen-Ualiy Jum 7, 1733 * the Deputy and 
Wardens with fame, notoe Brethren, and many 
others waited upon Lord Southwell, who was 
Proxy for bis Worfhip the Grand-Mafter ; who all 
proceeded in a regular Manner to the faid Hall.' 
In the firft Communication after tie Feaft, his 
Worihjp being prefent, informed the Lodge, that 
Bufinefs had much increafed, and that it would be 
ntec&ry to refer back to the Committee of Cha- 
rity, what could not be gone through at once in the 
Communication i whicb was unanimoufly agreed 

to* 
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to. And Thomas Edwards, Efq; Warden to the 
Duke of Richmond's Lodge, at the Horn, IVe/l- 
minftsr^ acquainted the Communication, that 
Cape. Farwinter, Provincial Grand -Mafter of Eaji- 
India, had fent from his Lodge at Bengal, a Cheft 

^ of Arrack for the Ufe of the Grand-Lodge, and 
ten Guineas for the Mafons Charity, which the 
Lodge gratefully received, and ordered folemn 
Thanks to the Lodge at Bengal. The Deputy T 
Grand- Mafter recommended the new Colony of 

1 Gcergta to the Benevolence of particular Lodges. 
His Worfhip granted a Deputation to eleven 
German Gentlemen, good Brothers, for conflic- 
ting* Lodge at Hamburgh. 

Grand-Mafter. 

John Lindsay, E. of Chavvxjud, primier Ear! of SatlanJ* 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter, 
Sir Cecil Wray, Bart, 

Grand-Wardens. 
Joim Ward, E&p aad Sir E. Manse ix* Bti 

Mr, John Rtvis was appointed Grand Secretary, 
On March 30, 1734, the Depu ty- Grand - Mafter 
and Wardens, noble Brethren and others, attended 
the Grand-Mafter ele& from his Houfe in MarU 
borough-Street in a Grand- Proceffion to Mercers- 
Hall, preceded by a fine Band of Mufick \ Har- 
mony and Regularity finiftied the Bufinefs of the 
Day. Lord Craufurd^ by the Intervention of pub- 
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Ifcfc Affairs, could not hold a Communication for 
almoft a Year, and then held two in the Space of 
fix Weeks. The Book of Conftitutions was or- 
dered to be revifed, correfled and amended, and 
when approved in publick Aflembly, to be reprinted 
by the Authority of the Grand-Officers. 

Grand-Mailer. 
Thomas Thynne, Lord Vifc. Weymouth. 

* Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
John Ward, Efqj 

Grand- Wardens. 

SirE. Man sill, Bt. and M. Clare, A.M. and F.R.S. 

The Grand-Mafter elect, on April 17, 1735* 
was attended at his Houfe in Grofvenw-Squarsy by 
Grand-Mafter Craiffurd, apd his Officers, by the 
Dukes of Richmml and jftbel, the Marquis of 
Btmma*t> the Earls of Wi*th$ifta, W**ji, Lnuhu* 
and BaJcarraSj the Lord Vert Btrtit and Lord Coth- 
tart^n\Hb many other eminent and worthy Brethren, 
cloathed proper, and with a Band of Mufick pro- 
ceeded through the City with great State and So- 
lemnity to Merart-Hatt\ where good old Cuftomi 
wereftri&ly obferved. In the fcveral Communica- 
tions, Deputy-Grand-Mafter Ward being in tht 
jphair made a moil excellent Speech, recommend-* 
ing Temper, Decency and good Decorum to the 
% whple Aflembly \ and then moved that a Law 

might 
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might be made Co enforce the fame ; and then 

propofed a Regulation of ten, Rules for the good 
Government of the Communications, which pafied 
unanimoufly. It not fuiting the Grand-Mafter to; 
attend, the Deputy-Grand-Mafter performed all to 
the lading Honour, Safety and Well-being of the 
Craft. Brother Rigby % from Bengal^ brought twenty 
Guineas for the general Charity : And the twelve v 
Stewards, with Sir Robtrt Lawley, Mafter of the 
Steward's Lodge, appeared for the firft Time with N 
v their new Badges ; having certain Privileges now 
granted them. 

Grand-Mailer. 
John Campbell, Earl of Loudoun. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
John Wajid, Efq; 

Grand- Wardens. 

Sir IL Law lit, Bt. and W. Or aim i, MJXaadF.R.S. 

DiPUTY-Gfand-Mafler Ward, with his 
Wardens, and the Duke of Richmond, the Earls of 
Craufitrd and AlbtrmaU, Vifcount Harceurt, Lord 1 
Snttbwtll, Lord Erjkine, John Anftis, Efq; Garter 
King at Arms, Alexander Brtdie, Efq; Lord Lim 
King at Arms, with many other Brethren, and a 
Band of Mufick attended the Grand-Mafter ekc> 
from his Houfe at WhiuhaU to FiJbmongtrs-H*N; 

the 
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tfee^th of Jpnly 1736, to a npble Jeaft prepared 
by the Stewards according to Cuftora. 

The curious Bye-Laws of the Lodge at Exeter 
are read in Communication and applauded, and a. 
'Letter of Thanks returned them for their hand- 
fome Benefafiion to the general Charity. His 
Worftiip granted a Deputation to Robert Tomlinfon* 
Efq; to be Provincial Grand-Mafter of New-Eng- 
land, y*bn Hammertm* Efq; of Soutb*Carolina 9 
and David Cretghton, Do£tor of Phyfick, at Cafe* 
Coajl* in Africa. 

Grand-Mafter. 
Edward Bligh, Earl of Darnley, 

Deputy-Grand-Maftcr. 
John Ward, Efq; 

Grand- Wardens. " 
Sir R. Lawley, Bt. andW. Graeme, M.D.and F.R.S. 

The Aflembly and Feaft was held at Fijhmon- 
gers-Hall* the 28th of April* 1737: The Grand- 
Mafter with his Wardens, the Duke of Richmond* 
the Earls of Craufurd* and Wemys, Lord Grey, 
the Stewards and other Brethren, attended the 
Grand-Mafter eleft in a folemn Manner, preceded 
by a fine Band of Mufick, to the Hall where ever/ 
Thing was tranfacted as before. Upon the 15th 
of November* 1737, an occafional Lodge was held 
at Keutf of which the Reverend Dr. Dejagulhrr 

was 
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was Mafter, Mr. William Gofitm and Mr. Erafmus 
King) Wardens; the other Brethren that formed the 
Lodge were, Cherk$> Lord Baltimore, Colonel Lum- . 
Itjy Major Maddan, Mr. Duneyer, and Mr. Vradeni 
fc/ when his Royal Highnefs FREDERICK late 
. Prince of WA L ES 9 was in due Form introduced 
and made an entered Prentice and Fellow-Craft % 
. and was alfo made a Mafter-Mafon by the fame 
Lodge, who in due Time aflembled there again 
for that Purpofc. The Book of Constitutions be- 
ing printed and fupervifed by proper Perfons f was 
ordered to be publiflaed. His Worfhip granted 
Deputations to James Watfm, Efq; to be Provin- 
cial G»ad*Mafter of the Ifland of Mmfirrat^ 
George Hamilton, Efq; of Geneva ; Henry William 
Marjbakh^ Efq* hereditary Marefchal of Tbu- 
V ringia, of Uppfr- Saxony ; William Douglas^ tfq; 
on the Coaft of Africa and the Iflarids of America* , 
where no Provincial is already deputed \ and Captain 
v- JU&ari &%gh New-Tori. 

Grand-Maftcr. 

H. Bmdgis, Marq* of Caernarvon, now D. ofCaAWPOt* 

Deputy-Grand-Ma fter. 
John Ward, Efq; 

Grand-Wardens, 
Lord G. Graham and Captain A. Robinson, 

The 
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The Fcaft was held at FifiSmongm-HaU the 
27th of April, 1738, at which were prefent the 
Grand-Mafter, his Deputy and Wardens, the 
Duke of Richrmnd, the Earls of hchiqufazni Lou- 
doun, Lord CoUranty the Earl of Ktntore, Lord 
Grey, the Stewards and many* other Brethren, 
when every Thing was tranfa&ed as heretofore. 
Brother Revis, Grand-Secretary, declined accept- 
ing the Office of Treafurer, as he judged the hold- 
ing both was incompatible with each other 5 how- 
ever the Lodge requefted him to ad as futfc, till 
a. Perlbn every Way qualified for the Office. of 
Treafurer could be found. Soon after J&m Jijfc 
Efq; Comptroller of the Poft-Office, waschofer* 
Treafurer, being nominated by the Grand-Mafter, 
and approved by the Communication. A Scheme* 
was propofcd for the placing out Mafons Sons Ap-* , 
prentices ; but after long Debates the Propofal was 
rejc&ed, as it would too much aflt& the Fund of w 
Charity. The Right Worfhipful Grand-Mailer 
prefented the Society with a large Jewel of Gold 
for the Ufe of their Secretary, being two crofs 
Pens in a Knot 5 the Knot and Points of the 
Pens being moft curioufly enamelPd : And ap- 
pointed JVtlliam Hort$n, Efq; Provincial Grand- 
Mafter for the Weft-Riding of the County of 

Grand* 
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GrancUNfafter. 
Robert Raymond, Lord Raymond. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
William Graeme, Dr, of Phyfic,and F.R.S. 

Grand- Wardens. 
J. Hervby Thursby and Rob. Foy, Efqn. 

The Marquis of Caernarvon, Grand- Matter, 
with his Officers, the Earls of Loudoun and Don* 
late Grand-Matters, the Duke of Gordon, and 
many other noble and eminent Brethren, attend- 
ed by the Grand-Matter ele£t on May 3, 1739* 
proceeded in a regular Manner to Fijbmmgtrs- 
Uail, with a Band of Mufick before them 5 where 
every Thing was elegantly conducted, and Plea- 
fore and Satisfaction appeared throughout all the 
numerous Aflembly. In the feveral Communica- 
tions hi* Lordflup rcdrefled feme Grievances, and* 
ordered the Laws to be ftriftly executed againft all 1 
Irregularities, or whatever elfe that in its Confe- 
quences might tend to the breaking the Cement of 
the Fraternity. Brother Crudeti, a Prifoncr in the' 

. Inquifition at Florence, had twenty Pounds remitted 
him by the Communication for his prefent Relief,; 
and it was refolyed that proper Meafures might be 
concerted for his Enlargement. The Marquis det 

v Marches was appointed Provincial Grand-Matter 

for 
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for Savty and Piedmont : And a Deputation was 
granted for conftituting a Lodge at Laufawu y in ^ 
the Canton of Bern. 

Grand- Matter. 
John Keith, Earl of Kintore. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Wx l l I a M G a a e m e, Dr. of Phyfick, and F.R.S. 

Grand- Wardens, 
Jambs Ruck and Will. Vauohan, Efqrs. 

~ The Grand- Mafter was attended to Utter*. 
Jajbers-Hall, April 22, 174.O, with the feme 
State as formerly, by George Payne* Efij; Dr. /)/- 
faguliers % the Earfe of Loudoun and Darnley^ paft 
^ rand-Mafters ; Martin Folkts, Thomas Bat/en, 
and . John Ward, Efqrs, paft Deputy- Grand- 
Mafters ; with many other reverend, eminent 
and v learned Brethren. The Irregularities be- 
fore complained of, were now redrefled, and in a 
fucceeding Communication, Charles Qrauford, 
Efq; from St. Micbaefs Lodge at Barbadoes, at- 
tended and paid ten. Guineas for the Ufe of the 
general Charity. His Lordfhip appointed his Ex- 
cellency, General James Keith, to be Provincial - 
Grand : Mafter of all Rujfta ; Matthias Albert 
LptUnan H Efqj Provincial Grand-Matter of Ham- 
burgh, and the Circle of Lower-Saxony; Edward 
Ef<j; for the Weft-Riding of T^rjtfiirty in 
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the Room of IFiliiam Hortm, Efq; 4cee*fed i art 
72*0M» B**/«r, Efq* his Majcfty's Attorney- 

* General of the Ifland of Barbadm y to be Pro* 
vincial Grand-Mafter there, and of all the Iflaiwb 

*• to the Windward of Gaurdafaip. 

Grand-Mafter. 
J. Douglas, E. of Morton, Kt. of the Thiftlev 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Martin Clare, M. A. andF.R. S. 

Grand- Wardens. 
W. Vaughan, and Benj. Gascoyne, Efqrs. 

The annual Affembly and Feaft was held at 
Haberda/hers-Hatl, March ig, 1740- 1, with 
the ufual Solemnity ; there being prcfent George 
Payne, Efq; Dr. Defaguliers, the Earls of Lou- 
doun and Darnley, and the Marquis of Caernarvon* 
formerly Grand-Mafters ; Lord Ward* Martin 
Folkes, Efq; Sir Robert Lowley, Baronet, former 
Grand-Officers : The Eark of Perth and Clan- 
rickardy his Excellency Major-General Count 
Troucbes de Waldburg^ Minifter Plenipotentiary, 

* and M. AndrU, Envoy from the King of Prujta, 
Baron Waffenberg* Envoy from Sweden, M. Beit- 

* field* Secretary to the Prujftan Embafly, Count 
Harrachy Count ODaniely and mafry other Bre- 
thren, with a large Band of Mufick. This 
vaft Affembly, was CQnduded with the greateft 

Harmony 



Digitized by 



M A S O N R Y. 119 



'Harmony and Decorum. In the fevend Con* 
munications, feme feafonable Laws were pafled, ami 
Regulations made for future Proceflions and Cere- ' 
tmoiMals too long here to enumerate, A Brother 
imprifoned at St, Sebq/iian's y in Spain* was ordered 1) 
immediate Relief. The Grand-Mailer prefented 
a Staff of Office to the Treafurer, of neat Work- 
imnfhip ; and then k was determined, that the (aid 
Treafurerfhould be annually ek&ed ; and that the 
Treafurer,, the Secretary and Swordbearer (hall be 
efteeraed Members of all grand Lodges or general 
Communications. A large Cornelian Seal of the 
Mafons Arms, properly embellifhed, and fet in 
Gold, was prefented to the Grand-Maftcr by 
IViUlamVaugban^ Efq; fenior Grand- Warden. 

Grand-Mafter. 
John Ward, Lord Ward. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Sir Rob ert Lawley, Baronet. 

Grand-Wardens. 

E. Hody, M D. and F. R. S. and S. Bemncton, Efq; 

The Earl of M*rtm> with his Officers, waited 
upon the Grand-Mafter ele& at his Houfe in 
Brifik-Jlreet> on April 27, 1742, and from thence 
went in folemn Proceffion and great State to 
Habtrdaflkrs-Hally together with the Earls of 
Loudcun and Darnlty> and the Marquis of Caer- 

narvon. 
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narvo*y former Grand'Mafters, fcwal former 
Grand-Officers, the Earl of Anglefea^ and a 
great Number of eminent and learned Bre- 
thren, .preceded by a Band of Mufick : Never 
more Harmony was known among Mafons th» 
at this General Affembly. His Lordfhip being 
entered upon the Exerctfe of his high Office, loft 
no Time in applying the moft efFe&ual and fpeedjr 
Remedies to all growing Evils in the Craft \ re* 
commended to his Officers the greatcft Vigilance 
and Care in their refpedive Stations; and himfelf 
fet them a noble Example of what they and the 
Fraternity had to cxpeft, by advifing thofe Lodges 
that were much decreafed in their Members, toco- 
alefce with others in the like Circumftances ; and 
thofe Lodges who had been negligent in their 
Attendance, after proper Admonitions, had their 
Conftitutions reflored, and thofe that continued con- 
tu macious were annulled. Summonfes were ordered 
to be iffued out, commanding the Attendance of 
fcverai Lodges againft a certain Day therein fixed, . 
to (hew Caule why they had not attended within 
the Time limited by the Laws of the Fraternity, 
In all which Inflances his Lordfhip manifefted the. 
tendereft Regard for the Intercfts of the Craft, by 
Lenity and Forbearance of proceeding to Extre- 
mities ; yet by a Refolution, hitherto almoft un- 
known, fupported and ftrengthened the Weak j ani- 
mated and confirmed the Strong ; reproved and ad- 
monifred the Negligent, wherever wanting : So 
that the Cement of the Society with the Una- 

* nimity 
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nfcruty and' Harmony, that has for all Ages fub- 
ftfted among Mafons, was never more preferved, 
nor (hone more bright. The Seafon of the Year 
baing far advanced, many of the Grand Officers 
awd noble Brethren being abroad on the publick Ser- 
tfce*. the Communication poftponed the annual 
Affembly, and unanirrioufly prayed his Lordfhip 
to continue at their Head for another Year ; which 
be kindly accepted, and invited all that pleafed to 
dine- with him at Hampjiead % on the i6thof May % 
1743, where they attended accordingly. In a 
Communication, ' Mr. Francis Byam 9 Matter of 
the Court-houfe Lodge, at St. J 'obn 9 s 9 in Antigua , 
attended, and made Report, that the Society there 
have built an elegant Lodge-room, fixty Feet long, 
and thirty in Breadth ; with a neat Room adjoin- 
ing, for the receiving and entertaining of ftrangs 
Brethren s and requefted, that they might be here- 
after denominated, The Great Lodge at St. John's. 
His Lordfhip appointed the following Provincial 
Grand-Mafters, Mr. Ifclliam Ratcbdale, of the 
County of Lancafter\ Ballard Beck/or d, George 
Hynde^ and Alexander Crawford^ Efqrs. of Ja- 
maica ; and 7homas Oxnard, Efq; of North- Ante* 
run : And granted a Deputation for holding 
the Great Lodge of the Union at Pranck- 
fort on the Mayne^ in Germany \ and alfo one for 
conftituting the Lodge of St. George^ in the Empe- 
ror's Court at Hamburgh. At the Conclusion of all 
thefe fighal Services, his Lo/dfhip took his Leav» 
-of the Fraternity, in a general Communication, 
G in 
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In a moil tender and affectionate Manner, exhort* 
mg them all in their refpc£U ve Stations tp a firm 
Adherence to their Laws and. Regulations, to be 
juft and true to one another, as *eU*s to all the 
World, as the only Means that could, and which 
undoubtedly would preferve them free and happy to 
the End of Time. 

Grand-Mafter. 

r 

Thomas Lyon, Earl of Strathmore* 

Deputy-Grand- Mafter. 
William Vauchan, Efq* 

Grand- Wardens. 

W. Oraimi, M.D. andF.R.S.andFoTHEitiY Baku, Effl 

On the the 2d. of May, 1744, Lord Watb 
Grand-Mafter, with his Officers, George Payne, 
Efq; the Earls of Loudoun and Mortw, former 
Grand-Mafters, attended the Grand-Mafter eleft 
with the ufual Solemnity and Ceremony, and three 
Bands of Mufick, to Fijhmottgeri-Hall, according 
to ancient Ufage. Moft of this Year, the Grand-? 
Mafter being abfent, the Care and Management of 
the Fraternity's Affairs devolved to the other 
Grand- Officers, who were very a&ive for the 
general Good of the whqle Body. His Lordfliip 
appointed Mured Popgle, Efq; Provincial Grand- 
fylafter of the Ifland of Bermudas,. 

Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter. 
James Cra nst otj v 9 Lord Cransto^*. 

Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 
Edward Hody, Doctor of Phyfick and F.R.S, 

-Grand- Wardens, 
Fotherley Baker and Tho. Smith, Efq; 

On the 18th of April, 1745, Lord Ward, as 
Grand-Mailer, with his Officers, George Payne^ 
Efq; and the Earl of Loudoun, former Grand- 
Mafters, Martin Clare, M. A. and F. R. S. Sir 
Robert Lawley, Baronet, Samuel Berington and Ben- 
jamin Gafcoyne, Efqrs. former Grand Officers, with 
a numerous Concourfe of Brethren, and three 
ftmds of Mufick, waited on the Grand-Mafter 
<ek& in Proceffion to Drapers-Hall* Brother 
Moody, who had for feveral Years been Sword- 
bearer to his Worfhip, refigned that Oflice on the 
Account of his ill State of Health ; and requefted 
of the Lodge to accept of the Badge ufually worn 
by him in Communication. The Grand-Mafter 
thereupon appointed Mr. Thomas Slaughter his 
Swordbearer. His Lordfhip having exercifed his 
Office for a Year, with great Reputation and 
Honour to himfelf, and to the Advantage of the 
whole Fraternity; they unanimoufly prefled his 
G 2 Lord- 
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Lordfliip's Prefidcnce over them for another 
Year : And as the Seafon was advancing apace, 
and many of the great Officers and Nobility in 
FlanderSy fo that the annual Aflembly could not 
conveniently be held; his Lordfhip invited the Fra- 
ternity to take a Dinner with him at Hampftead* 
the 3d of May^ 1746; which was with Pleafurc 
accepted of, and concluded with the Wgheft Satis- 
faction. In a fucceeding Communication a Letter 
was received from the Brethren of the Lodge at 
Calcutta^ in the Kingdom of B*ngal y letting forth, 
that the faid Lodge was in a very Aoarifhing State, 
and very numerous, infomuch that there was a 
Neceffity of feparating, in order to form a new 
Lodge, and prayed the GrarakMafter to conftitu^e 
them a new Lodge, by the Narne of the Third 
Lodge at Calcutta^ and fent therewith ten Pounds 
for the general Charity ; whereupon a Committee 
was appointed to draw up an Anfwer to their Let- 
ter, and to comply with their Requeft, concluding 
with the Grand-Mafter and Communications 
hearty Wifties for the Continuance of thofe truly 
laudable Difpofitions and faithful Endeavours of 
the Fraternity in India* His Lordfhip ordered 
tha Proceffions to be difcontinued, and appointed 
Captain Robert Commins Provincial Grand-Mafler 
for Cape -Breton arid Louifbourg \ and granted a De- 
putation for confiituting a Lodge at Copenhagen^ in 
Denmark, 

Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter. 
William Byron, Lord Byron. 

Deputy- Grand- Mafter. 
Fotherley Baker, E% 

Grand- Wardens. 

The Hon, Robert Shirley and Thomas JtrFiiYs, Efqj 

M r. Daniel Carne was appointed Sword- 
bearer to the Right Worlhipful Grand-Mafter 
in the Room of Brother Slaughter. On the 
30tb of April, 1747, the annual AfTem-bly 
and Feaft was held at Drapers- Hall \ at which 
were prefent Grand- Mafter Cranjloun,, with his 
Officers, the Grand-Mafter elefl, George Pa)iu 7 
E% and Lord Ward, former Grand- Matte*, 
Martin Clare, M. A. and F..R-S. and Sir Robert 
Laxvley, Baronet, Martin O'Connor, Benjamin Gaf • 
eoyne and Samuel Berington, Efqrs^ former Grand- 
Officers, John Jeffe, Efq; Treafurer, with iheic 
Excellencies Monlieur Andrie, Minifter from the 
King of Pruffia, Baron Hoffman, Minifter from 
the King of Poland, Baron Reydefel, and a great 
Number of eminent Brethren : The Whole was 
concluded with great Harmony, as of old among 
G 3 Mafons. 
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Mafons. The Laws relating to the Committee of 
Charity were by his LonHhip's Orders infpeaed, 
printed and diftributed to all the Lodges, for Rca- 
fons not neceflary here to enumerate. A very 
handfome Contribution to the general Charity was 
fent from the Lodge at Gibraltar. During five 
Yeacs that his Lordfhip prefided over the Fraternity, 
all neceflary Means were made ufe of to preferve 
their Rights and Privileges, to redrefs Grievances, 
and fuccour Diftrcis, when and wherever required : 
In his Lordihip's Abfence the Bufinefs devolved 
upon Deputy- Grand-Mafler Baker and Grand-Se- 
cretary Revis ; than the former few have excelled 
him in the Knowledge of the Laws and Regula- 
tions of the Society, or have with more 'Zeal and" 
Induftry defended them ; and* the latter for his* 
long and faithful Services to the Fraternity in the 
perfect and punflual Execution of his Office, which * 
if ever to-be equalled, can never be excelled; Hft* 
I^ordlhip appoirtted the following Provincial Grand- 
S Matters, William Allen, Efq; Recorder of 'PBifa* 
delphia, of the Province of Penfylvania, Count* 
JDanneskiold Laurwig,*of the Kingdoms of Den- 
mark and Norway, Lieutenant Colonel James- 

• Jdolphus Oughton, of the Ifland of Minorca, and 
^ \Mr. Francis Goelet, of the Province of NewTork, in" 

the Room of Richard Riggs, Efq; now in England: 
And alfo granted Deputations for con&ituting the 
/"Lodge of Orange at Rotterdam, and St. Martin's 

* Lodge at Copenhagen^ in Denmark. 

Grand- 
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Grand-Mafter. 
John Proby, Lord Carysfort. 

Deputy- Grand-Mafter. 
Thomas Manningham, Do&or of Phyfick^ 

Grand- Wardens. 

The Hon. Ja. CaxmichazI and Sir Rich.Wrottisliy, Bt. 

The annual Aflembly and Feaft was held on the 
20th of March, 1752, at Drapers- Ha //, at which, 
were prefent the Right Wosifaipful Grand-Mafter 
Byrm> w«h his- Deputy, the Gsafld-Mafter eletf, 
George Payne^ Efq; the Earl Loudouwzvii Lord Ward, 
former Grand-Mafters, Sir Robert Lawley, Baronet, 
Dr. Hody, Martin O 'Connor, John-Hervey Tburjly, 
and Robert Foy^ E*qrs. former Grand Officers, John 
Jeffij Efq; Treafurer, with above three Hundred 
other eminent and learned Brethren ; much Har- 
mony* the old Cement of the Fraternity, abound- 
ing throughout the whole large Aflembly, and all 
expreffing the greateft Joy at the happy Occafion 
of their meeting, after a longer Recefe than had 
been uiual, occafioned chiefly by the Attention of 
* all Perfons, and efpectally the Mafons, being fixed 
on the Re-eftablifhment of the publick Peace, - 
which ever brought Bleifings in Abundance, and 
all defirable Honour and Efteem with the Good 
and Great, to the ancient and peaceable Frater- 
G 4 nity. 
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nity. However high the Hopes of all that wifbed 
well to the Caufe might be, their moft fanguine 
Wifhes were foon out-done by the lnduftry, Vigi- 
lance and unwearied Labours of their Grand- 
Mafter ; for his Lordfhip had no fooner entered 
upon the Exercife of his high Office, than the In- 
fluence of his Application to the real Interefts of 
the Craft became vifible to all, and their publick 
Fund in a very fhort Time greatly increafed. On 
the 18th of June> 1752, his Lordfhip called a Com- 
munication, and laid before them an Eftimate of 
their Stock, a Contribution of eight Pounds from 
the Ifland of Minorca , with a Copy of their Bye- 
Laws, together with what Letters and Me- 
morials had been fent to bis Lordfhip, fetting 
forth, the State and Condition of the Mafons, 
throughout the World 5 and then by his Au- 
thority approved the Law made for granting a 
certain Sum towards defraying the Expences of the 
Grand-Secretary and his Affiftant in each Com- 
munication ; and concluded with a bold and fpi- 
rited Exhortation, that the Laws and Regulations 
might be punctually and faithfully executed ; and 
recommended to the Officers prefent, without any 
Exceptions, that good Decorum, peaceable and 
prudent Behaviour be inculcated by them, and 
firi&ly obferved in their Lodges, that the Craft 
may not fuffer by the Negligence, Imprudence or 
Want of Skill in thofe who ought continually to 
watch for its Welfare ; and that he was ready, 
whenever called upon, to go in Perfon, and fee 

that 



Digitized by 



MASONRY. 129 . 

that thefe his Injunctions were every where* exc- ^ 
cated according to the Letter: All which was 
received by the Brethren with univerfal Applaufe 
and Approbation. During his Lordfliip's Recefs, 
Deputy-Grand- Matter Ma nningham vifited 
the Lodges in the remoteft Parts of the Town, or 
wherever his Prefence was thought neceffary, re* • 
dreffing what wasamifs in the Execution of the 
Laws, and giving them the moft prudent Advice 
for their future Obfervance and lafting Advantage ; 
and the Whole of his Proceedings was conducted 
with fuch Candour and Affability, as muft endear 
that diligent and a&ive Officer to all the Brethren. 
His Lordfhip was no fooner returned to Town, 
than he called a fecond Communication ; at which 
were prefent, befides the acling Grand Officers, 
Dr. Hody and Fotberley Baker, Efq; former De- 
puty-Grand-Mafters, William Pye ? Efq; John 
Jtjiy Efq; Treafurer, and the moft numerous 
Communication that had been for many Yeats > 
the Contributions to the general Charity amounted 

^ to. feventy Pounds and upwards. It, was then 
moved, that, in order to render the Mafons Cha- 
rity as extenfive as poffible, all foreign Brethren, 
of what Nation or Profeffion foever they might 
be, Ihould, after proper Examination, {>e relieved 
with a certain Sum immediately ; which was una- 

* Bimoufly approved. The great Services of his 
Lord&ip, prompted the whole Fraternity, to in- 
treat his prefiding over them for another Year ; 
which his Lordfhip was pleafed to comply with, 
G 5 to 
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to the great Joy of all that wifhed the Advance- 
ment and Glory of the Craft. 

His Lordfliip held the Affembly and Feaft at 
Leather-fellers- Hall the 3d of 'April* 1753, at which 
were prefent George Payne* Efq; and Lord Ward % 
former Grand-Mafters } William Vaughan, Efq$ 
Dr. Hody* Fotherley Baler* Martin O Connor* Efqrs. 
former Grand-Officers, and John Jeffe* Efij; Treaf. 
furer, with a numerous Body of Brethren 5 when 
all Cuftoms and Solemnities were obferved accord- 
ing to the ancient and venerable Ufege of Mafons* 
his Lordfhip appointed, for the Service of the 
current Year, 

Grand- Wardens. 

SirltD. "WnoTT'aiLY, Bt. and F*a. Blakx Dilaval, £% 

The Grand-Mafter having retired to his Coun- 
try-Seat for the Summer, theDeputy-Gratid-Mafter 
called a Communication on the 14th of June* 1753, 
in which, among other important Bufmefs, MK 
George Clarke was chofen Treafurer, in the Room of 
Jobnjeje* Efij; deceafed. His Lordfhip alfo appoint- 
ed Provincial Grand-Mafters as follows, William 
Pye* Efq; for the County of Cornwall* James Mon- 
trifor* Efq j of Gibraltar , his Excellency John Tin- 
ker* Efq; Governor of the Bahama Iflands, Pro- 
vincial Grand-Mafter of the fame, Sir Robert de 
Cornwall* Baronet, Provincial of the Counties of 
Worcefter* Ghucejier* Salop* Monmouth and Hert- 

. ford > 
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Jbrd; and George Harrifon^ Efq; for the Province 
of New-Tor k ', in the Room of Mr. Goelet, who .\ 
defired to refign, 

. Throughck/t this golden ^ra of the Fra- 
ternity, the Royal Art has been carefully and dili- 
gently propagated, the nobleft Evidences of true 
old Architecture every where abounding, and 
berhajps never appeared to greater Advantage 
fince the Auguftan Age 5 as thefe Nations in 
their high Tafte for Building and Culture of 
the Sciences, far exceed the reft of Europe : Sd 
that the abfolute and compleat Reiteration of 
every Thing ancient, noble, great and elegant 
in Architecture has been by Fate referved to 
be compleated in thefe happy Iflands : And that 
whilft any of thofe goodly Structures continue to- 
refift the Ruins of Time, the Fame and Glory of 
the moft ancient Fraternity in the World will Be 
honoured and efteemed, by all that love true Know- 
ledge ; and joining the operative and moral Archi- 
tect together with the conftant Practice of the 
moft extenlive Humanity, Benevolence and Cha- 
rity 5 feem to promife>a Continuation till the finali 
Confummation of all Things. 
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A jhort Account of the Rife and Efta- 
blijhtnent of the general Fund of Cha- 
rity for the Relief of diftrejfed Mafont. 

BY the original Order and Conftitution o£ Na- 
ture, Men are fo made and framedjthat they 
of Neceffity want one another's Affiftance for their 
mutual Support and Prefervation in the World : 
Being fitted by an implanted Difpofition to live in 
Societies, and eftablifli themfelves into diftinft Bor 
dies for the more effectual promulging and propa- 
gating a Communication of Arts, Labour and In* 
duftry, of which Charity and mutual IVieadftiip 
is the common Bond : It is in this Refpe& only that 
all the human Race ftand upon a Levels having all 
the fame Wants and Defires> and are all ia the 
fame Need of each others Affiftance, as by this 
common Cement every one is bound to look upon 
himfelf as a Member of this univerfal Community \ 
and efpecially the Rich and Great ; for the truly 
noble Difpofition never flaines fo bright as when 
engaged in the nobfe Purpofes of focial Love, 
Charity and Benevolence. Influenced by thefe 
great and good Principles, Charles > Duke of Rich" 
wind, Lenox , and Aubigny, being Grand-Matter, 
Martin Fottes^TLfqi Deputy-Grand-Mafter, George 
Payne and Francis Sorell, Efqrs. Grand-Wardens, 
the Officers of forty- five Lodges being prefent, 

Francis 
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Francis Scott, Earl of Daliatb, the laft Grand- 
Matter propofed in Purfuance of Regulation tlje 
Xlllth. that in order to promote and extend the 
oM charitable Difpofition of Mafons, that a com- 
mon Stock be formed, and the Money thence a- 
lifing be put into the Hands of a Treafurer, a 
Brother of known Worth and Integrity, at every 
Communication, for the Help and Relief of dif- 
trefled Brethren throughout the World. This 
Motion was readily agreed to, and his Grace com- 
manded all that were prefent to come prepared the 
next Communication, to put the finifhing Hand 
to this defirable and excellent Work j which being 
accordingly done and great Progrefs made therein, 
Grand-Mafter Richmond named a Committee for 
confidering of the moft effe&ual Means to bring 
about this grand Defign. The Committee foon 
after met and chofe William Cwper> Efq; Clerk of 
the Parliament, for their Chairman, who, after 
maturely weighing as well the Defign as the End 
of their Charge, attended the Communication 
with their Report, which the Grand-Mafter or- 
dered to be read and recorded, and Copies of the 
Report were fent to all the Lodges, as follows: 

THE Committee, to whom it was referred to 
confider of proper Methods to regulate the 
general Charity, after feveral Meetings for that 
Purpofe, came to the following Refactions, which 

they 
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they (ubmit to the Judgment of the Grand Lodge, 
x as conducive to the End propofed by the Re- 
ference. 

I. That it is the Opinion of the Committee, 
that the Contributions from the feveral Lodges bis 
paid quarterly and voluntarily. 

II. Th at no Brother be recommended by any 
Lodge, as an Objefl of this Charity, but who was a* 
Member of fome regular Lodge,, which fhall con- 
tribute to the fame Charity on or before the 21ft 
Day of November, 1724, whgi the general Cha- 
rity was firft propofed in the Grand Lodge. 

III. That no Brother, who has been admitted 
a Member of any fuch Lodge fince that Time, or 
fhall hereafter be fo admitted, be recommended 
till three Years after fuch Admiffion : And as ta 
the Methods or Rules to be obferved by the Grand 
Lodge in relieving fuch Brethren who fhall be 
qualified as aforefaid, whom they fhall think fit, 
upon Application to themfelves, to relieve, viz. 
Thofe concerning the Circumftances of the Per* 
fons to be relieved, the Sums to be paid, the Times 
or Terms of Payment, the Continuance, fufpend- 
ing or taking off fuch Allowance, with the Rea- 
fons thereof, whether arifing from the Circum- 
ftances of the affifted Brother being bettered, or 
from his Behaviour in any Refpeft rendering hiat 
unfit to have it continued, and in general all other 
Circumftances attending the regular and ordinary 
Diftribution of the Charity, where the Grand* 

Lodge 
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Lodge think fit to put any one upon it, the Com* 
mittee are of Opinion they are moft decently and 
fecurely left to the Wifdom, Care and Difcretion 
of the Grand Lodge, to do therein from Time t<y 
Time as Cafes flull happen, in a Manner moft 
agreeable to the Exigencies of them ; which as the 
Committee cannot forefee with any Certainty, fo* 
they are unable to lay down any fixed Propofals 
concerning them ; but as it may fall out that a. 
Brother, who is in all Refpe&s qualified for Re* 
lief, and in Need of it, may by the Preffure of 
his Circumftances be forced to apply, perhaps, a 
good While before a quarterly Communication 
may be had, or the Grand Lodge affembled, for a 
£refent Relief or Subfitftance, till he can make his 
Cafe known to the grand Lodge for their further 
Favour: The Committee took that Cafe into their 
particular Confideratton ; and as to that, are hum* 
bly of Opinion, 

. IV. That three Pounds, and no more, may 
be given to any particular diftreffed Brother, wha v , 
fliall be recommended by any Lodge as an ObjeQr 
of this Charity, without the Confent of the Grand 
Lodge. 

V. That the abovefeid cafual Charity, of 
three Pounds or under, be difpofed of as there fhall 
be Occafion, by a Handing Committee of Five, 
to confift of the Grand Mafter, Deputy, and 
fenior Grand- Warden for the Time being, and 
two other Members of the Grand Lodge, to be 

named 
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named by the Grand-Matter, of which Committee 
three always to be a Quorum. And it being abfo- 
lutely ncceffary that, for collecting and difburfing 
the Sums which (hall be given for fo charitable a 
Purpofe, there fhould be a Receiver or Treafurer 
publickly entruffed and known, the Committee 
were further of Opinion, 

VI. That there be a Treafurer to be nomi- 
nated by the Grand -Matter, and approved by the 
Grand Lodge : And, 

VIL That after the firft Nomination, all fu- 
ture Treafurers be nominated upon every Eledion 
of a Grand-Mailer, by the new ele&ed Grand* 
Matter, and approved as before. 

VIIL That all Recommendations of any 
Brother, as an Objedl of the cafual Charity of 
three Pounds or under, be made to the faid Trea- 
furer, who is to give Notice of the Application 
forthwith to the Committee of Five for their Di- 
rections in the Matter. 

• . The Committee then proceeded to confider of 
a Propofal made to them, viz. That the Treafurer 
fliould from Time to Time give fame collateral 
Security for the due Performance of his Truft* 
which they found or judged to be a Matter of 
feme Nicety in many Refpeds, as well in Regard 
that it is probable none will ever be named to that 
Employment of Trouble and no Profit, but fomeBro- 
Iher of Diftinclion and Sufficiency, and who there*- 
.Ibre rather does than receives a Favour in it 5 as that 

for 
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far the <ame Reafon fuch Brother would not care 
to aft any others, efpcqially not of the Craft* to 
be collateral Security for him ; nor would any 
other, in all Likelihood, in a voluntary Undertak- 
ing of this Nature, which induced the Committee 
to think that the requiring any fucb Kind of Se- 
curity would render it at leaft very difficult, if not 
impracticable, to get any Treafurer at all, more 
efpecially fuch a one in Refpect of Rank and Efti- 
mation, as the Committee believes every Brother 
would be glad always to fee in that Truft ; and 
whofe acting in it would really prove highly for 
the Credit and Service of the Defign itfdf ; for 
which, and many other Reafons of the fame Ten- 
dency, the Committee concluded againft requiring 
of the Treafurer any fuch collateral Security, or 
that he fliould find any other Perfons to be bound 
with, or for him 5 yet however unnecefiary they 
think it may, and hope it always will be, to re- 
quire even any Security whatfoever from one whofe 
Rank, Fortune, Probity, and Honour, might be alone 
fufficient in the Cafe, and acting efpecially in a MaU 
ter of publick Charity to .Mafons, himfelf a Mafon, 
and under the high and folemn Tyeand Obligation 
of that great Character : The Committee notwith* 
(landing conceived, that no Brother, who may be 
nominated for that Purpofe, would probably de- 
cline giving the grand Lodge the Satisfaction, if 
they require it, of his own (ingle perfonal Se« 
curity j and therefore fubmit it as their humble 
Opinion, 

IX. That 
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IX. That tbcTreafuFer do give his peribriaT 
Security, by his bifrn Bond, to the Grand^Mafter* 
Deputy - Grand-Mafter , and fenior Grand- Warden, 
and the two Brothers of the aforefaid Committee 
Gf Five, not Officers, in the Penalty and with Con- 
dition to be approved by the Grand Lodge here- 
after, if they think fit to require it. 

Aki> as concerning the Treafurer's Accounts* 
the Committee were further of Opinion, 

X. ThAt the Treafurer do produce his Ac- 
counts of his Receipts arid Difburfements (either 
by Order of the Grand Lodge, or Committee of 
Five) fair, and lay them before the Grand Lodge 
at every quarterly Communication^ with the* 
Vouchers for the Difburfements 5 the Items of the 
Accounts to be then publickly read over, and il m 
any Difpute or Difficulty (ball arife upon any of 
them, the Matter to be referred, to fuch five Bre- 
thren prefent, as the Perfon then prefixing (hall 
fcominate, and the Grand Lodge approve, to exa^ 
mine into the Grounds of the fame againft the 
next quarterly Communication, when they are to . 
report their Proceedings in the Cafe, with the State 
of it Ibr the final Judgment and Direction of the 
Grand Lodge : And, 

XL That the Treafurer's Accounts be al- 
lowed from Time to Time by the Grand-Maftert 
figning thetfj, as allowed in the Grand Lodge, and 
any feven Mailers of Lodges prefent attefting fuch 
figning in their Prefentie,. and two Copies of fuch 

Accounts, 
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Amounts, figned by the Treafurer, to be forth- 
with delivered by him to the two Brethren of the 
Committee of Five, not Officers, each one to be 
kept by them refpefiHvely ; and the Secretary to 
enter the Account fo figned and allowed in the 
Grand-Mafter's Book. And, 

The Committee forefeeing, that fuch a Perfoh 
as it may be thought proper to nominate from 
Time to Time to the Office of Treafurcr upon 
this Olcaffon, might from many Caufes not . al- 
ways be able to attend the perfonal Difcharge of 
it : And judging it reafonable that if he requires 
or wants the Affiftance of another, fuch AfBftant 
fllould have a fuitable Reward, which, as the Trea- 
surer himfelf makes no Profit, cannot be expeded, 
he fhould be at the Charge of : Therefore they do 
further fubmit it as their Opinion, 

XII. That if the Treafurer, when appointed, 
fhall find it neceflary to employ under him an 
Aififtant or Clerk, he may be at Liberty fo to do ; 
fuch Clerk or Affiftant to be a Brother, and to have 
fufch Allowance from Time to Tfme, by Way of 
Poundage, as the aforefaid Committee of Five fliali 
think fit, out of the Monies paffing through the 
Treafurer's Hands, not exceeding twelve Pence in 
the Pound, without the particular Allowance, 
and Dire&ion of the Grand Lodge \ and this 
to be charged and allowed in the Treafurer's. 
Accounts. 

XIII. Th * 
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XIII. The Committee think it neceiTary that 
every Treafurer, upon bis Appointment, be defired 
to give the earlieft general Notice he can, whei* 
he may be applied to from Time* to Time, for the 
Purpofes of this Charity, as Need (hall require 5 aU 
which they fubmit to your Judgment and Direo 
tion. 

Alexander Hardine. 

Dak. Houghtok. 
C. Taylor. 
W. Richardson. 

J. T. DlSAGUXlIRS. 

From this Report the jucceeding ftiort Abftrafl 
of the Laws relating to the Diftribution of the 
Mafons Charity have been formed from Time to 
Time, as the Exigence of their Affairs required. 



*T^Laws relating to /^ General 
Charity, and the Difpofal there- 
of* 

Richmond, G. M. 

17*4, Nov. 

TH A T for promoting the charitable Difpofi- 
tion of Free- Mafons, and rendering it more 
extenfively beneficial to the Society, a Colkaion 
be made in each Lodge, and paid into the Hands 
of a Treafurer, towards raifing a Fund for the 

Relief 



Dalkeith. 
Paisley. 
Tho. Edwards. 
Wm. Petty. 
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Relief of fuch diftreffed Brethren as (hall be re- ~ - 
commended by fome Lodge contributing to the 
feme. • . • 

Patisiey, G. M. 

17*5, Feb. 28. 

That the Contributions of the feveral Lodges 
towards railing the above Fund be voluntary, and 
paid quarterly. 

That no Brother (hall partake of the faid 
Charity until he fhall have been five Years a ^ 
Member of fome regular Lodge contributing to 
the fame. 

Kingston, G. M. 

1729, Dec* 27. 

Grderid) That, for the future, every Lodge 
of Mafons that (hall be conftituted by the Grand- 
Mafter, or by his Authority, {hall pay two Guineas - 
towards the Charity. 

Norfolk, G. M. 

173©, Dec. 15* 

That all Complaints, Informations, and Pe- 
titions, to the Grand Lodge, fhall for the future 
be referred to the Committee of Charity ; who 
are to examine the fame, and report their Opinion 
thereon to the next quarterly Communication. 

That no Petition fhall be read, if the Petiti- 
oner don't attend the Committee in Perfon, ex- 
cept in Cafe of Sicknefs, Lamenels, or Imprifon- 
ment* 

LovEt, 
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Lor el, G. M. 

That the Committee (hall Aye Power to difi- 
pofc of any Sum not exceeding five Pounds, to- 
wards the Relief of any diftreffcd Brother, as they 
fluU think proper. 

1731* J*»* it* 

That no Brother that has been once affifted 
lhall petition a fecond Time for Charity, without 
fome new Allegation well attefted. 

Strathmoke, G. M. 

That the prefent, and all former and future 
Grand-Officers, together with the Matters of fuch 
regular Lodges, as lhall have contributed to the 
general Charity within twelve Months next pre- 
ceding the Meeting of any Committee of Charity, 
(hall be Members of every fuch Committee : And 
that all Queftions, and other Tranfa&ions therein, 
lhall be determined by the Majority prefent. 

That if the Cafe of a diftrefled Brother, on 
his Petition, appears to require more than five 
Pounds, the Committee lhall refer the fame to the 
next quarterly Communication. 

Craufurd, G. M. 

1734, Feb. 24. 

That no Relief lhall be granted on any Peti- 
tion for Charity, unlefs fome Brother who has 
5 figne.d 
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figned the fame (hall be prefent to atteft the Truth 
thereof, or at leaft, that the Subscriptions thereto 
are genuine. < 

1735, March ju 

- That no Perfon made a Mafon in a private 
And clandeftine Manner, upon final! and unworthy 
Confiderations, (hall aft as a Grand-Officer, or 
even a* an Officer of a private Lodge, or flmll ~ v 
partake of the general Cfiarity. 

That no Relief Qudl be granted, on any. Peti- 
tion for Charity, unleft the Name of the Petiti- 
oner is exprefsly mentioned therein, and the Offi- ~ 
cers, and the Majority of the other Members of 
fome regular Lodge contributing to the general 
Charity do fubferibe the fame, and certify, that 
they have known the Petitioner to have been in re- 
putable, or at leaft tolerable Cjrcumftances. 

Weymouth, G. M. 

1736, Aprils 

That no Petition for Charity fhall be pre- 
fented to any Committee that hath not been left 
with the Grand-Secretary ten Days at leaft before 
the Meeting thereof. 

Caernarvon, G. M. 

Ordered^ That every Lodge fhall pay two 
Shillings and fix Peace for a Removal ; and one 
Shilling for changing the Time of meeting. 

Raymond, 
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Raymond, G«,M. 

That a Brother's being intitled to, arid receiv- 
ing Relief out of the Charity of a particular 
Xodge, in purfuance of the Laws thereof, (hall be 
-no Objection to his being relieved out of the 
general Charity, ia cafe fuch Lodge (ball contri- 
bute to the faid general Charity, according to the 
Laws of the Society. 

Morton, G. M. . 

1741, Dee. 3. 

That before the Brethren proceed toBufineft 
in any Committee of Charity, all the Laws relat- 
ing to the Difpofal of the general Charity of this 
Society be firft read ; and that, for the future, no 
Petition (hall be received, unlefs every Brother 
(hall, at the Time of his figning the fame, be a 
Member of fome regular Lodge, and the Name of 
fuch his Lodge be always fpecified* 

Carysfout, G. M. 

175a, June 1%. 

Orderedy That the Sum of three Guineas be 
paid to the Grand-Secretary at every Communica* 
tion and annual Affembly for his own incidental 
Charges, and that of an Afliftant Secretary, out of 
the publick Fund* 

Ordered* That any foreign Brother, after due 
Examination, (hall be relieved by this Committee, 
with any Sum not exceeding five Pounds, any Law 
to the contrary notwithftanding. 

THE. 
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CHAR G E S 

O F A 

F R E E-M A S O N, 

TO BE READ 

At the making of New Brethren, 
or when the MASTER (hall 
order it. 



The General Heads, viz. 

I. God and Religion. 

II. \ J Of the Civil Magiflrate y fupreme and fub- 
ordinate. 

III. Of Lodges. 

IV. Of Maftersy Wardens, Fellows, and Apprentices. 

V. Of the Management of the Craft in workirg. 

VI. Of Behaviour, viz. 

H x. Ik 
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1. In the Lodge while conflicted. 

2. After the Lodge is over and the Brethren 
not gone. 

3. When Brethren meet without Stranger*, 
but not in a Lodge. 

4. In Prefence of Strangers not Mafons. 

5. At i7*jHf, and in the Neighbourhood. 
Tqwarbs a Jirangt Brother. 

L Concerning God and Religion. 

A Mason is obliged, by his Tenure, to obey 
the Moral Law ; and if he rightly underflands 
the Art, he will never be a ftupid Atheift^ nor 
an irreligious Libertine. But though in ancient 
Times Mafons were charged in every Country to 
be of the Religion of that Country or Nation, 
whatever it was, yet it is now thought more ex- 
pedient only to oblige them to that Religion in 
which all Men agree, leaving their particular Opi- 
nions 'to themfelves ; that is, to be good Men 
and true, or Men of Honour and Honefty, by 
whatever Denominations or Perfuafions they may 
be diftinguiihed ; whereby Masonry becomes 
the Centre of Union, and the Means of conci- 
liating true Friendlhip among Perfons that muft 
have rcmaiied at a perpetual Diftance. 

II. Or the Civil Magiftrate^yi^irawtfiu/ fnhordinate. 

A Mason is a- peaceable Subjeft to the Civil 
Powers, wherever he refides or works, and is ne- 
ver 
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ver to be concerned in Plots and Confpiracies a- 
gainft the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, nor 
to behave himfelf undutifully to inferior Magi- 
ftfates ; for as Mafonry hath been always injured 
by War, BIood(hed, and Confufion, fo ancient 
Kings and Princes have been much difpofed to 
encourage the Craftftnen, becaufe of their Peace* 
ablenefs and Loyalty, whereby they practically 
anfwered the Cavils of their Adverfaries, and pro- 
moted the Honour of the Fraternity, who ever 
flourifh'd in Times of Peace. So that if a Bro- 
ther fhould be a Rebel again ft the State, he is 
not to be countenanced in his Rebellion, how- 
ever he* may be pitied as an unhappy Man ; and, 
if convi&ed of bo other Crime, though the loyal 
Brotherhood muft and ought to difown his Re- 
bellion, and give no Umbrage or Ground of po- 
litical Jealoufy to the Government for the Time 
^being ; tbey cannot expel him from the Lodgt, 
*~ and his Relation to it remains indefeafible. . 

HI. Of Lodges. 

A Lodge b a Place where Mafons affemble and 
work : Hence that Affembly, or duly organized 
Society of Mafons, is called a Lodge, and every 
Brother ought to belong to one, and to be fub- 
jedt to its By-Laws and the General Regulations* 
It is either particular or general, and will be beft 
underftood by attending it, and by the'Regula- 
tions of the General or Grand Lodge hereunto an* 
xicxed. In ancient Times, no Majltr or Fellow 
H 2 could 



Digitized by 



148 "The History j/ 

could be abfent from it, efpecially when warned 
to appear at it, without incurring a fevere Ceri- 
fure, until it appeared to the Majier and Warden^ 
that pure Neceffity hindered him. 

The Perfons admitted Members of a Lodge 
muft be good and true Men, free-born, of ma- 
ture and difcreet Age, no Bondmen, no Women, 
no immoral or fcandalous Men, but of good Re- 
port. 

IV. Of Matters, Wardens, Fellows, and Apprentices. 

All Preferment among Mafom is grounded up- 
on real Worth and perfonal Merit only j that fo 
the Lords may be well ferved, the Brethren not 
put to Shame, nor the Royal Craft defpifed : 
Therefore no Matter or Warden is chofen by Se- 
niority, but for his Merit. It is impoffible to 
defcribe thefe Thitfgs in Writing, and every Bro- 
ther muft attend in his Place, and learn them in 
a Way peculiar to this Fraternity : Only Candi- 
dates may know, that no Matter fhould take an 
Apprentice, unlefs he has fufficient Employment 
for him, and unlefs he be a perfect Youth, ha- 
ving no Maim or Defect in his Body, that may 
render him uncapable of learning the Arty of fer- 
ving his Matter's Lord, and of being made a Bro- 
ther and then a Fellow-Craft in due Time, even- 
after htf has ferved fuch a Term of Years as the 
Cuftom of the Country directs ; and that he 
Ihpuld be defcended of honeft Parents \ that fo, 

when 
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when otherwife qualified, he may arrive to the 
Honour of being the Warden, then Majler of 
the Lodge, the Grand-Warden, and, at length the 
Grand- Majler of all the Lodges, according to his 
Merit. 

No Brother can be a Warden until he has pafled 
the Part of Fellow- Craft j nor a Matter until he 
has a&cd as a Warden, nor Grand-Warden un- 
til he has been Matter of a Lodge, nor Grand- 
Matter unlefs he has been a Fellow-Craft before 
his Election, who is alfo to be nobly born, or a 
Gentleman of the beft Fafhion, or fome eminent 
Scholar, or fome curious Architect, or other Ar- 
tift, defcended of honeft Parents, and who is of 
lingular great Merit in the Opinion of the Lodges. 
And for the better, and eafier, and more ho- 
nourable Difcharge of his Office, the Grand- 
Matter has a Power to chufe his own Deputy- 
Grand-Matter, who mutt be then, or mutt have 
been formerly, the Matter of a particular Lodge, 
and has the Privilege of acting whatever the 
Grand-Maftec, his Principal, fhould act, unlefs 
the faid Principal be prefent, or interpofe his 
Authority by a particular Command. 

These Rulers and Governors, fupreme and 
fubordinate, of the ancient Ledge, are to be o- 
beyed in their refpective Stations by all the Bre- 
thren, according to the old Charges and Regula- 
tions, with, all Humility, Reverence, Love, and 
Alacrity. 

h 3 v : 0/ 
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V. Of the Management of the Craft in working. 

All Mafons ihall work honeflly on working 
Days, that they may live creditably on Holy Days * 9 
and the Time appointed by the Law of the Land* 
or confirmed by Cuftom, fhall be obferved. 

The molt expert of the Fellow-Craftfmen fhall 
'fce chofen or appointed the Matter, or Over- 
feer of the Lord's Work $ who is to be called 
Matter by thofe that work under him. The 
Craftfmeu are to avoid all ill Language, and to 
call each other by no difobliging Name, but Bro- 
ther or Fellow $ and to behave themfelves cour- 
teoufly within and without the Lodge, 

The Matter, knowing himfelf to be able of 
Cunning, ihall undertake the Lord's Work as 
reafonably as poffible, and truly difpend his 
Goods as if they were his own ; nor to give more 
Wages to any Brother or Apprentice than he 
really may deferve. 

Both the Matter and the Mafons receiving their 
Wages juftly, (hall be faithful to the Lord, and 
h< neftly iinilh their Work, whether Tafk or 
Journey ; nor put the Work to Taflc that hath 
been accuftomed to Journey. 

None (hall difcover Envy at the Profperity of 
a Brother, nor fupplant him, or put him out of 
his Work, if he be capable to finifli the fame $ 
for no Man can finifb another's Work fo much 
to the Lord's Profit, unlet he be thoroughly ac- 
quainted 
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qnainted with the Defigns and Draughts of him 
that began it. 

When a Fcltow-Craftlhiart is chofen Warder* 
of the Work under the Mafter, he fliall be true 
both to Mafter and Fellows, {hall carefully over- 
fee the Woik in the Matter's Abfence to the Lord's 
Profit 5 arid his Brethren fhall obey him. 

All Mafins employed, fliall meekly receive 
their Wages without Murmuring or Mutiny, 
and not to defert the Mafter till the Work is 
finiihed. 

A younger Brother fhall bt inftniSed m 
working, to prevent fpoilirig the Materials- for 
want of Judgment, and for encreafing and con- 
tinuing of brotherly Love. 

All the Tools ufed in working fhall be ap- 
proved by the Grand- Lodge. 

No Labourer (hall be employed in the proper 
Work of Mafonry ; nor fhall FflBE-MAfcoNs 
work with thofe that are not free s without an 
urgent Neceffity \ nor fhall they teach Labourers 
and unaccepted Mafons, as they fhould teach a 
^Brother or Fellow. 

VI. Of Behaviour, mix. 
I. In the Lodge while conjlituted. 

' You are not to hold private Committees, or 
feparate Converfation, without Leave from the 
Mafter, nor to talk of any Thing impertinent or 
H 4 unfeemly 
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unfeemly, nor interrupt the Mailer or Wardens, 
or any Brother fpeaking to the Mafter : Nor 
behave yourftlf ludicroufly or jeftingly while the 
Lodge is engaged in what is ferjous and folemn 5 
nor ufe any unbecoming Language upon any Pre- 
tence whatfoever j but to pay due Reverence to 
your Mafter, Wardens, and Fellows, and put 
them to Worfhip. 
If any Complaint be brought, the Brother 

„ found guilty (hall ftand to the Award and Deter- 
mination of the Lodge ) who are the proper and 
competent Judges of all fuch Controverfies, (un- 
lefs you carry it by Appeal to the Grand-Lodgs) 
and to whom they ought to be referred, unlefs a 
Lord's Work be hindered the mean While, in 
which Cafe a particular Reference may be made ; 
but you muft never go to Law about what con- 
cerneth Mafinry> without an abfolute Neceffitjr 

.apparent to the Lodge. 

2. Behaviour after the Lodge is ever and the Bre* 
thren not gone. ' 

You may enjoy yourfelves with innocent Mirth, 
treating one another according to Ability, but a- 
voiding all Excefs, or forcing any Brother to cat 
or drink beyond his Inclination, or hindering 
him from going when his Occafions call him, or 
doing or faying and Thing offenfive, or that may- 
forbid an eafy and free Converfation 5 for thfct 
would blaft our Harmony, and defeat our lauda- 
ble 
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-Me Purpofes. Therefore no private Piques or 
Quarrels muft be brought within the Door of the 
Lodge, far lefs any Quarrels about Religion, or 
Nations, or Statt- Policy, we being only, as Ma- 
fins, of the Catholick Religion above-mentioned ; 
we are alfd of all Nations, Tongues, Kindreds, 
knd Languages, and are refolved againft all Poli- 
ticks, as what never yet conduced to the Welfare 
Of the Lodge, nor ever will. This Charge has 
been always ftri&ly enjoy ned and obferved ; but 
efpecially ever fince the Reformation in Britain, 
or the Diflent and Seceffion of thefe Nations from 
the Communion of Rome. 

3. Behaviour when Brethren meet without Stran- 
gers, but not in a Lodge formed. 

You are to falute one another in a courteous 
Manner, as you will be inftru&ed, calling each 
other Brother, freely giving mutual Inftru&ion* 
as (hall be thought expedient, without being o- 
verfeen or overheard, and without encroaching 
upon each other, or derogating from that Re- 
ipect which is due to any Brother, were he not 
a Mafon ; for though all Mafons are as Brethren 
japan the fame Level, yet Mafonry takes no Honour 
from a Man that he had before ; nay, rather it 
adds to his Honour, efpecially if he has deferved, 
well of the Brotherhood, who muft give Honour 
to whom it is due, and avoid ill Manners. 

H 5 
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4. Behaviour in Preftnct tf Strangers tut Mafons. 

You (ball be cautious in your Words and Car* 
riage, that the moft penetrating Stranger (hail 
not be able to difcover or fi&d out what is net 
proper to be intimated ; and fometimes you (halt 
divert a Dtfcourfe, and manage it prudently f*l 
the Honour of the Worfiifftd Fraternity. 

5. Behaviour at Home and in your Neighbourhood. 

You are to aft as becomes a moral and wife 
Man; particularly, not to let your Family, Friend% 
and Neighbou s know the Concerns of the Lodged 
f&e. but wifely to confult your own Honour, and 
that of the ancient Brotherhood^ for Reafons not 
to be mentioned here. You muft alfo confult your 
Health, by not continuing together too late, or 
too long from home, after Lodge Hours are pall J 
and by avoiding of Gluttony or Drunkennefs, that 
your Families be not neglefted or injured, nor 
you difabled from working. 

t. Behaviour towards a Jbrange Brother* 

You are cautioufly to examine him, in fuch* 
Method as Prudence (kail dtre& you, that yap 
may not be impofed upon by an ignorant falfe 
Pretender, whom you are to rejeft with Con- 
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tempt and DerHion, and beware of giving him 
* any Hints of Knowledge. 

But if yoa difcovcr bim to be a true and ge- 
nuine Brother, you are to refpect him according- 
ly j 2nd if he is in Want, you muft relieve bim if 
yovt can, orelfe direct bim how be may be relieved t 
You muft employ htm fome Days, or elfe recom* 
mend him to be employed. But* you are not 
charged to do beyond your Ability, only to pret 
ftr a poor Brother j that is a good Man and trut^ 
"before any other poor People in the fame Circum- 
fiances. 

Finally, All thefe Charges you are to obferve, 
and alfo thofe that (hall be communicated to 
you in another Way > cultivating brotherly Love 9 
the Foundation and Cape- Stone, the Cement and 
Glory of this ancient Fraternity, avoiding all 
Wrangling and Quarrelling, all Slander and 
Backbiting, nor permitting others to ilander any 
hoheft Brother, but defending his Character, and 
jdoing him all good Offices, as far as is confident 
jwith your Honour and Safety, and no farther- 
And if any of them do you Injury, you muft 
apply to your own or his Lodge ; and from thence 
you may appeal to the Grand-Lodge at the §)uar-> 
terly Communication, and from thence to the an- 
nual Grand-Lodge, as has been the ancient lauda- 
ble Conduct of our Fore-Fathers in every Nation 
never taking a legal Courfe, but when the Cafe, 
cannot be otherwise decided, and patiently liftening 

Jo 
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to the honeft and friendly Advice of Ma&er and 
Fellows, when they would prevent your going to 
Law with Strangers, or would excite you to put a 
fpeedy Period to all Law- Suits, that fo you may 
mind the Affair of Mafonry with the more Ala- 
crity and Succefs ; but with Refpe& to Brothers or 
Fellows at Law, the Mafter and Brethren fliould 
kindly offer their Mediation, which ought to be 
thankfully fubmitted to by the contending Bre- 
thren ; and if that Submiflion is impracticable, 
they muft however carry on their Proeefs, or Law~ 
Suit, without Wrath and Rancor (not in the com- 
mon Way) faying or doing nothing which may 
hinder brotherly Love, and good Offices to be re* 
jiewed and continued ; that all may fee the benigg 
Influence of Mafonry, as all true Mafons have done 
from the Beginning of the Worlds and will do to 
the End of Time* 

Amen, fo mote it be. 




■ \ 
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Of Constituting a 

L O D G E, 

According to the ancient Usages 
of MASONS. 

A New Lodge, for avoiding many Irregulari- 
ties, fiiould be folcmnly conftituted by the 
Grand- Matter, with his Deputy and Wardens; 
or in the Grand-Matter's Abfence, the Deputy 
Jhall aft for his Worfhip, the fenior Grand- War* 
den as Deputy, the junior Grand- Warden as the 
fenior, and a prefent Matter of a Lodge as the 
junior ; or if the Deputy is alfo abfent, thr Grand- 
Maftcr may depute either of his Grand- Wardens, 
who can appoint others to be Grand-Officers pro 
itfnpwt* 

The Lodge being opened, and the Candidates, 
or the new Matter and Wardens, being yet among 
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the Fellow- Craft, the Grand-Matter fhatl aft his 
Deputy, if he has examined them, and finds the 
Candidate Mailer well (kilfed in the noble Science and 
the royal Artj and duly inftruded in our Myfte* 
ries, GV. and the Deputy anfwering in the Affir- 
mative, he fhall, by the Grand -Matter's Order; 
take the Candidate from among his Fellows, and 
prefent him to the Grand-Matter ; faying, Right 
Worjbipfid Grand Master, the Brethren here 
ieftre to be formed into a new'Lodgc ; and I prefent . 
this my worthy Brother to be their Matter, whom I 
know to be of good Morals and great Skz'B 9 true an& 
trujly % and a Lover of the whole Fraternity, where- 
f never differ fed over the Face of the Earth. 

Then the Grand Matter, placing the Cana% 
date on his Left- Hand, having aflced and obtained 
the unanimous Conftnt of the Brethren, (hall fay, 
/ cpnftitute and form thefe good Brethren into a new 
Lodge, and appoint you the Matter of it, not doubt* 
fag of your Capacity and Care topreferve the Cement 
of the Lodge, £sfV. with fome other Expreifiofli 
that are proper and u&al on that Gcca&on, but 
not proper to be written. 

Upon this the Deputy fhal! rehearfe the Charge* 
Of a Matter j and the Grand- Mafh-r fhall afk tfaiei 
Candidate, faying, Do ym fubmit to thefe Charges, 
as Matters have done in all Ages f And thfc new 
Matter figni tying his cordial SubmiflSoa thereunto. 

The Grand-Mafter (hall by certain fi£ittika?i4 
Ceremonies and ancient ' Ufages, inftal him, and 
prefent him with -the Book of Conffitotions, th* 

Lodge* 
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Jx>dge-Book, and the Inftruments of his Office? 
hot all together, but one after another 5 and after 
each of them the Grand-Matter or his Deputy 
fcall rehearfe the fhort and pithy Charge that i» 
foitable to the Thing prefented. 

After this, the Members of this new Lodge, 
(owing all together to the Grand-Matter, (halt 
return his Worfhip Thanks ; and (hall immedi- 
ately do Homage to their new Matter, and fignify 
their Promife of Subje&ion and Obedience to him 
fey the ufual Congratulation. 

The Deputy and Grand- Wardens, and any 
other Brethren prefent, that are not Members of 
this new Lodge, ihall next congratulate the new 
Matter, and he fhall return his becoming Ac- 
knowledgments to the Grand-Mafter firft, and to 
the reft in their Order. 

Then the Grand-Mafter orders the ntw 
Matter to enter immediately upon the Exercife 
of his Office, in chufing his Wardens : And the 
new Matter calling forth two Fellow-Crafts, be- 
ing Mafter-Mafons, prefents them to the Grand. 
Matter for his Approbation, and to the new Lodge 
fpr their Confent: And that being granted, the 
fenior or junior Grand- Warden, or fome Brother 
for him, (hall rehearfe the Charges of Wardens ; 
and the Candidates being folemnly afted by the 
new Matter, {ball fignify their cordial Submiffion 
thereunto. 

Upon which the new Matter prefenting them 
fingly jrtith the feveral Inftruments of their Office, 

ihall 
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fball ip due Form inftal them in their proper 
Places: And the Brethren of that new Lodge 
(hall figoify their Obedience to the new Wardens 
by the ufual Congratulation. . 

Then the G^and-Mafter gives all the Brethren 
Joy of their new Mafler and Wardens, and re- 
commends Harmony ; hoping their only Conten- 
tion will be a laudable Emulation in cultivating 
the royal Art, and the focial Virtues. Upon 
which all the new Lodge bow together in return- 
ing Thanks for the Honour of their Conftitution. 
And the Grand- Matter alfo orders the Secretary to 
regifter this new Lodge in the Grand-Lodge Book* 
and to notify the lame to the other particular 
Lodges : All Bufinefs being over, he orders the 
Grand-Wardens to dole the Lodge* 
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General Regulations 

O F T H E 

Free and Accepted MASONS. 

For the Ufe of the Lodges under the 
Grand-Mafter of England. 

L Hp HE Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy, hath 
X Authority and Right, not only to be pre- 
fent, but to prefide in every Lodge, with the Matter 
of the Lodge on his Left- Hand, and to order his 
Grand- Wardens to attend him, who are not to 
a£fc in particular Lodges as Wardens, but in his 
Prefence, and at his Command : For the Grand- 
Mafter, while in a particular Lodge, may com- 
mand the Wardens of that Lodge, or any other 
Mafter-Mafons, to aft there as his Wardens pro 
t$mpore y if the Grand-Wardens are abfent. 

1 II. The 
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II. The MaHer of a particular Lodge baa the* > 
Right and Authority of congregating the Men* 
beis of a Lodge into a Chapter upon any £&cr» 
gency or Occurrence 5 as well *s to appoint the 
Time and Place of their ufual forming 1 : And in 
Cafe of Death, Sicknefs, or the neceffary Abfence 

of the Matter, the fenior Warden (hall forthwith 
fill the Matter's Chair, during fuch Abfence, or till 
the next Time of ehufingj even though a former 
Mafter may be prefent. 

III. The Matter of each particular Lodge, or 
one of the Wardens, or fome other Brother by 
Appointment of the Mafter, fliall keep a Book, 
containing their Bye- Laws, the Nataies of their 
Members, and a Lift of all the Lodges in Town ; 
with the ufual Times and Places of their forming ! 
And alfo all the Tranfa&ions of their own Lodge 
that are proper to be written. 

If a particular Lodge remove to a new Place for 
their ftated Meeting, the Officers {hall immedi- 
ately fignify the fame to the Secretary. The, Pre- 
cedency of Lodges & grounded on the Seniority of 
their Conftitution : And every new Lodge (hall 
pay to the Fund of general .Charity two Guineas- 
for their Conftitution. 

IV. No Lodge fliall make more than five new 
Brothers at one and the fame Time, without an 
urgent Neceffity $ nor any Man under the Age of, 
twenty- one Years, who muft be alfo his own 
Mafter, unlefs by a Difpenfation from the Grand* 
Matter. 

V.Ni 
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. *V* No Man can be accepted a Member of a 
particular Lodge without previous Notice one 
Month .before given to the Lodge j ii> order to 
taake due Enquiry into the Reputation and Ca- 
pacity of the Candidate, unlefs by a Difpenfatton. 
x VI. But no Man can be entered a Brother irt 
any particular Lodge, or admitted a Member 
thereof, without the unanimous Confent of all the 
Members of that Lodge then prefent when the 
Candidate is propofed, and when their Confent is - 
formally aflced by the Matter. They are to give 
their Confent in their own prudent Way, either 
virtually, or in Form, but with Unanimity. Nor 
is this inherent Privilege fubjeft to a Difpenfation, 
becaufe the Members of a particular Lodge are the 
fceft Judges of it j and becaufe if a turbulent 
Member fhould be impofed on them, it might 
fpoil their Harmony, or hinder the Freedom of 
Aeir Communication, or even break and dtfperfe 
the Lodge, which ought to be avoided by 'all True 
and Faithful. 

No Vifitor,_ however fkflled in Mafohry, fhall 
be admitted into a Lodge, unlefs he is perfonaUy 
known to, or well vouched and recommended by 
one of that Lodge prefent. 

But it was found inconvenient to infift upon 
Unanimity in feveral Cafes: And therefore the 
Grand-Mafiers have allowed the Lodges to admit 
a Member, if not above three Ballots are again ft 1 ' 
him ; though forae Lodges defire no fuch AN A 
Iowance, 

VILEr«r 
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VII. Every new Brother, at his Entry, i» 
decently to. clothe the Lodge, that i>, all the 
Brethren prefcnt ; and to depofite fomething for 
the Relief , of indigent and decayed Brethren, asth* 
Candidate (hall think fit to bellow, over and above 
the fmall Allowance that may be ftatcd in the 
Bye- Laws of that particular Lodge : And alfo that 
the CandiJate fliajl folemnly promife to fubmit to 
the Conftitutrons and other good Ufages, that 
ft all be intimated to him in Time and Place 
convenient. 

VIII. No Set or Number of Brethren fhall 
withdraw or feparate themfelves from the Lodge 
in which they were made* or were afterwards ad- 
mitted Members, unlefs the Lodge become too 
numerous ; nor even then without a Difpenfation 
from the Grand- Matter or Deputy : And when 
they are thus feparated, they muft either immedi- 
ately join themfelves to fuch other Lodges as they 
fhall like beft, or elfe obtain the Grand-Matter's 
Warrant to join in forming a new Lodge* 

If any Set or Number of Mafons (hall take 
Upon themfelves to form a Lodge, without the 
Grand- Matter's Warrant, the regular Lodges ara 
not to countenance them, nor own them as fair- 
Brethren duly formed, nor approve of their A&s 
and Deeds j but muft treat them as Rebels until 
they humble themfelves, as the Grand-Matte^ 
{hall in his Prudence direct, and until he approve 
of them by his Warrent figniBed to the other 

Lodges i 



Digitized by 



MASONRY. 165 

podges y as the Cuftom is when a new Lodge is to 
be regiffered. 

Every Brother concerned in making MafonS 
dandeftinely, lhall not be allowed to vifit any 
Lodge till he has made due Submiffion, even 
though the Brothers fo made may be allowed. 
None who form a ftated Lodge without the ~> 
Grand-Matter's Leave, (hall be admitted into 
regular Lodges, till they make Submiffion and - 
obtain Grace. % 

If any Brother form a Lodge without Leave, 
and (hall irregularly make new Brothers, they fhall 
not be. admitted into any regular Lodge, no not as 
Vifitors, till they render a good Reafon, or make 
due Submiffion. If any Lodge within the Bills of 
Mortality (hall ceafe to meet regularly during 
twelve Months, its Name and Place ihall be 
erazed or blotted out of the Grand-Lodge- Book : *" 
And if they petition to be again inferted and 
owned as a regular Lodge, they muft fubmit to a 
new Conftitution. 

Seeing that fome extraneous Brothers have 
been made lately in a clandeftine Manner, that is, 
in no regular Lodge, nor by any Authority x>r 
Difpenfation from the Grand-Matter, and upon 
fmall and unworthy Confiderations, to the DiC- 
honour of the Craft ; the Grand-Lodge de- 
creed, that no Perfon fo made, nor any concerned 
fp making him, ftiall be a Grand-Officer, nor an 
Officer of a particular Lodge, nor lhall any fuch 
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partake of the general Charity,' if they ffiotift 
come to want it. 

IX. But if any Brother fo far mrfbehave him- 
felf as to render his Lodge uneafy, he fcall be 
thrice duly admoniflied by the Mafter and War- 
dens in a Lodge formed : And if he will not refrain 
his Imprudence, nor obediently fubmit to the Ad- 
vice of his Brethren, he fcall be dealt with ac- 
cording to the Bye-Laws of that particular Lodge^ 
©relfe in fuch a Manner as the quarterly Commu- 
nication (hall in their great Prudence think fit. 

Whereas Difputes have arifen about the Re- 
moval of Lodges from one Houfe to another, and 
it has been queftioned in whom that Power is 
vcfted ; it is hereby declared, That no Lodge 
fcall be removed without the Mafter's Knowledge ; 
that no Motion be made for removing in the 
Mafter's Abfence ; and that if the Motion be 
feconded or thirded, the Mafter (ball order Sum- 
monfes to every individual Member, fpecifying thef 
Bufinefs, and appointing a Day for hearing and 
determining the Affair, at leaft ten Days before : 
And that the Determination (hall be made by the 
Majority, provided the Mafter be one of that Ma- 
jority : But if he be of the Minority again ft re- 
moving, the Lodge {hall not be removed unlefs 
the Majority confifts of full two Thirds of the 
Members prefent. But if the Mailer fcall refufe 
to direft fuch Summons, either of the Warden^ 
may do it : And if the Mafter negkfis to attend 
on the Day fixed, the Warden may preftde in de- 
termining 



Digitized by 



MASONRY. r6 7 



4ermtning the Affair in the Manner prescribed ; 
but they £ha]l not in the Matter's Abfence, enter 
upon any other Caufe, but what is particularly 
mentioned in the Summons : And if the Lodge is 
thus regularly ordered to be removed, the Matter 
or Warden flialt fend Notice thereof to the Grand- 
Secretary for publiftung the fame at the next quar- 
terly Communication. 

X. The Majority of every particular Lodge, 
when congregated ihall have the Privilege of giv- 
ing Inftrudions to their Matter and Wardens, be- 
fore the Meeting of the Grand-Chapter or Quar- 
terly-Communication ; ' becaufe the faid Officers 
are their Reprefentatives, and are fuppoied to fpeafc 
the Sentiments of their Brethren at the faid Grand- 
Lodge. 

XI. All particular Lodges are to obferve the 
fame Ufages as much as poffible ; in order to 
which, and alfo for cultivating a good Under- 
Handing among Free-Mafons, fome Members of 
every Lodge Ihall be deputed to viftt the other 
Lodges as often as fliall be thought convenient. 

XII. The Grand-Lodge confifts of, and is 
formed by, the Matters and Wardens of all the 
particular Lodges upon Record, with the Grand- 
Matter at their Head, the Deputy on hisLeft-Hand, 
and the Grand -Wardens in their proper Places : 
And mutt have three Quarterly Communications, 
before the Grand-Feaft, in fome convenient Place, 
■& the Grand-Matter Ihall appoint ; where no 
Brother fliall be prefent, who is not at that Time 

5 a 
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a Member thereof, be prefent, without a Difpenfa- 
tion : And while he flays he fbatfnot be allowed 
to vote, nor even give his Opinion, without Leave 
of the Grand-Lodge, afked or given ; or unlefs it be 
duly alked by the faid Lodge. 

All Matters in the Grand-Lodgs are to be 
determined by a Majority of Votes, .each Member 
having one Vote, and thp Grand-Mafler two 
Votes ; unlefs the Lodge leave, any particular 
Thing to the, Determination of the Grand-Mafler 
for the Sake of Expedition. 

No new Lodge is owned, nor their Officers 
admitted into the Grand-Lodge, unlefs it be re- 
gularly conftituted and regiflered. 

All who have been or (hall be Grand-Mafters, 
Deputy-Grand-Mafters.and Grand- Wardens, ihall 
be Members of, and vote in all Grand-Lodges* 

If any Officer cannot attend, he may fend a 
Brother of that Lodge with his Jewel, to fupply 
bis Room and fupport the Honour of his Lodge. 

Upon a Motion made by the* former Grand- 
Officers, it was refolved; that the Grand-Officers, 
prefent and former, each of them who fball at- 
tend the Grand-Lodge in Communication, except 
on the Feaft-Day, lhall pay Half a Crown towards 
the Charge of fuch Communication when he at- 
tends. 

XIII. At the Quarterly Communication, all 
Matters that concern the Fraternity in general, or 
particular Lodges, or Angle Brothers, are quietly, 
folemnly and maturely to be difcourfed of and 

tranfa&ed ; 
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twmfa&ed: And that Bufmefs which cannot be tranf- 
atSfed at one Communication) may be referred to 
the Committee of Charity, and by them reported 
to the next 

Apprentices muft be admitted Fellow-Crafts 
and Matters only here, unlcfs by a Difpenfation. 

Here, attb, all Differences that cannot hcmade 
up, or accommodated privately, nor by a particular 
Lodge, are to be ferioufly coniidered and decided : 
And if any Brother thinks himfelf aggrieved by the 
Decifion of this Board, he may appeal to the Grand 
Lodge nextenfuing, and leave his Appeal in Wrt* 
ting with the Grand Mafter, the Deputy, or War- 
dens : But that no Appeal (hall be beard at the an- 
nual Communication, nor any Bufmefs tranf- 
aded, that tends to interrupt the Harmony of the 
Affcrably. , 

The Officers of particular Lodges (halt bring 
a Lift of fuch Members as have been made, or even 
admitted by them fince the lift Communication of 
the Grand Lodge : And there (hall be a Book kept 
bf the Secretary, wherein (hall be recorded all the 
Lodges, with their ufual Times and Places of form- 
ing s and the Names of all the Members of each 
Lodge, with all the Affairs of the Grand Lodge, 
that are proper to be written. 

They (hall, alfo, confider of the mofteffe&ual 
and prudent Method of colle&ing and difpofing of 
what Money (hall be lodged with them in Charity, 
towards the Relief only of any trut Brother fallen* 
iota Poverty aiid Pecay, but of nons eife* But 
I every 
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every particular. Lodge (hall difpofe.df their own 
Charity, for poor Brethren, according to their own 
Bye- Laws 5 until it be agreed by all the Lodges to 
carry in the Charity collected by them to the Quar- 
terly Communication, in order to make a common 
Stock. 

Thjey (hall,* alfo, appoint a The asurer, a 
Brother of good worldly Subftance, who (hall be a 
Member of the Grand Lodge, by Virtue of his 
Office, and Ihall be always prefent, and have a 
Power to move to the Communication any Thing 
that concerns his Office. To him (hall be com- 
mitted all Money raifed for the General Charity, _ 
or for any other Ufe of the Grand Lodge ; which 
1*e (hall write down in a Book, with the refpecUve 
^Ends and Ufes for which the feveral Sums are in- 
tended, and fhall difturfe the fame by fuch Order 
as the Grand Lodge ifaali agree upon : But by Vir- 
tue of his Office, without any other Qualification* 
he (ball not vote in chufing Grand Officers. 

In like Manner, the Secretary mall tea 
Member of the Grand Lodge, by Virtue of hh 
Office, and (hall vote on all Oecafions, except in 
the Choice of Grand Officers. The Treafurer and 
Secretary may each have a Clerk, who muft be a 
Maftef-Mafrn j but no Member of the Grand 
Lodge, nor allowed to fpeak without being com- 
manded. The Grand-Mafter, or Deputy, have 
Authority always to command the Treafirrer and 
Secretary to attend him, with their Clerks and 
Books, in order to fee how Matters go on, and to 
5 know 
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know what is expedient to be done upon any emer- 
gent Occafion. A Mafter-Mafon fliall be appoint- 
ed to look after the Door ; but (hall be no Mem- 
ber of the Grand Lodge. 

XIV. If at any Grand Lodge, quarterly or an- 
nual the Grand-Mafter, Deputy- Grand-Mafter and 
Grand- Wardens (hould all be abfent, then the pre- 
fent Mailer of a Lodge, that has been longeft aFree- 
Mafon, (hall take the Chair, and prefide as Grand- 
Mailer pro tempore, and (hall be veiled with all his 
Power and Honour for the Time, provided there 
is no Brother prefent that has been a Grand-Mafter, 
Deputy, Qr Warden formerly ; for th$ laft formef 
Grand-Mafter, Deputy or Warden prefent takes 
Place of Right, in the Abfence of the .prefent 
Grand Officers. 

XV. In ,the Grand Lodge none can a£i as 
Wardens but the Grand- Wardens themfelves, if 
prefent ; and if abfent, the laft former Grand- 
Wardens (hall take Place immediately, and ad as 
Grand-Wardens pro tempore, except they (hall 
wave their Privilege to honour fome Brother for the 
Advantage of the preferit Service. But if no former 
Grand- Wardens are prefent, the Grand-Mafter, 
or be that prefides, calls forth whom he pleafes to 
ad for the Time being. 

XV L ALLPerfons, for the Eafe of the Grand- 
Mafter, are firft to advife with the Deputy about 
the Affairs of the Lodges, or of the Brethren j and 
are not to apply to the Grand-Mafter without the 
Knowledge of the Deputy, unlefs he refufe his 
I 2 Con- 
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Concurrence iji any certain neceflary Affair- : In 
which Cafe, or in Cafe of any Difference between 
the Deputy and Wardens, or other Brethren, both 
Parties are to go by Confent to the Grand-Mafter, 
who can eafily decide the Controverfy, and make 
up the Difference, by Virtue of his great Authority. 

The Grapd-Mafter will not receive any private 
Intimations of Bufinefs concerning Mafons and 
Mafonry but from his Deputy, except in fuch Cafes 
as his Worfliip can well judge of ; for if the Ap- 
plication to the Grand-Mafter be irregular, his 
Worfliip can order the Grand- Wardens, or any 
other Brethren thus applying, to .wait upon his 
JDeputy, wfio is fpeedily to prepare the Bufinefs, 
and to lay it orderly before his Worship* 

XVII. No Grand-Mafter, Deputy, <ir and- War- 
Jen, Treafurer, Secretary, or whoever aft* foe 
them, or in their Stead pro t empire, can at the 
fame Time be the Matter or Warden of a parti- 
cular Lodge 5 but as foon as any of them has ho- 
nourably difcharged his Grand Office, he returns 
to that Poft or Station in his particular Lodge, 
from which he was called to officiate. Former 
Grand Officers, being the Mafter or Wardens of 
particular Lodges, are not thereby deprived of. 
their Privileges in the Communication to fit and 
vote as' Grand Officers, deputing one to aft as the 
Officer of that Lodge for the Time being. 

XVIII. If the Deputy be fickor neceffarily ab- 
fent, the fenior Grand-Warden a£ts as Depi&ty, the 
junior as fenior, and the loft former Grand-War- 
den 
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rfcn as junior, or the oldeft Mafon ; as by Regula- 
tion XIV. 

But the Deputy and Wardens, that are chofert 
at the annual Feaft, cannot be difcharged, unlefs 
the Caufe fairly appear to the Majority of the - 
Grand Lodge : For if the Grand -Mailer is uneafy, 
he may call a Grand-Lodge on Purpofe to lay the 
Caufe before them for their Advice and Concur- 
rence : In which Cafe, if. the Majority cannot re- 
concile the Grand-Mafter, with his Deputy or 
Wardens, they are to allow his Worlhip to dlf- 
charge them, arid to chufe another Deputy imme- 
diately ; and the fame Grand-Lodge, in that Cafe, 
fliaM <:hufe other Wardens, that Harmony and 
Peace may be preferved. 

XIX. If the Grand-Mafter (hall absife his great 
Power, and render hhnfelf unworthy of the Obe- 
dience and Subjection of the Lodges, he fhall be 
treated in a Way and Manner to be agreed upon by 
a new Regulation : " Becaufe hitherto, the an- 
* c tient Fraternity have had no Occafion for it, 
c< and, in all Probability, will not to the End of the 
" World." ' 

XX. The Grand-Mafter, with his Deputy, 
Wardens, and Secretary, fhall upon neceflary Oc- 
cafions go round and vifit all the Lodges during hii 
Mafterfhip ; or elfe fhall fend h?s Grand Officers 
to vifit : And when the Deputy vifits them, the 
fenior Warden a£b as Deputy, and the junior as 
the fenior. But if both or any of them be abfent, 

I 3 x the 
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the Deputy, or he that prefides for him, may ap- 
point whom he pleafes in their Stead. 

XXI. If the Grand-Mafter die during his 
Mafterfhip, or by Sicknefs, or by being beyond 
Sea, or any other Way fhould be rendered in- 
capable of difcharging his Office, the Deputy, or, 
in his Abfence, the fenior or junior Grand-War. 
den, or in Cafe of all their Abfence, any three 
prefent Matters of Lodges (hall aflemble the 
Grand Lodge immediately, in order to advife to- 
gether upon that Emergency, and to fend two of 
their Number to invite the laft Grand-Mafter to 
re fume his Office, which now of Courfe reverts to 
him : And if he refufc to a&, then the next lqft> 
and fo backward. But if no former Grand-Mafte* 
be found, the prefent Deputy {hall a& as Principal, 
or if there be no Deputy, then the prefent fenior 
or junior Grand-Warden (hall act as Principal till 
a new Grand-Mafter is chofen : And if no prefent 
nor former Grand Officer be found, then theoldeft 
Mafler-Mafon, who is at that Time the Matter of 
a Lodge. 

XXII. All Brethren, who are true and faith- 
ful, (hall meet annually in fome convenient Place, 
or publick Hall, provided the Majority of the 
Grand Lodge, about three Months before, {haH 
agree that there (hall be a Feaft and a General 
Communication of all the Brethren. And it Was 
alfo ordained, that no particular Lodge {hall have 
a feparate Feaft on the Day of the General Feaft : 

Though 
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Though thefe arc now ufually held on St. John the 
Baptijh Day. 

Of old the Annual Feaft was held on the 24.tr! of 
June % or the 27th of December ; but of hte Years 
moft of the Eminent and Noble Brethren being out 
of Town on thofe Days, the Grand- Mailer docs 
appoint the Feaft on a Day the moft convenient to 
the Fraternity. 

XXIII. If itbethoughtexpedienttohold the an- 
nual General Affembly and Feaft, according to the 
ancient and laudable Cuftom of Mafons, then the 
Grand-Wardens (hall have the Care of preparing 
Tickets, fealed with the Grand-Mafter'sSeal of Of- 
fice, of difpofmgof the Tickets, of buying theNeccf- 
feries for the Feaft, of finding out a proper and con- 
venient Place to feaft in, and of every other Thing 
that concerns the Entertainment. But that the 
Work may not be too burthen fome to the Wardens, 
and that all Matters may be expeditioufly and falely 
managed, the.Grand-Mafter, or his Deputy, (hall 
have Power to nominate and appoint a certain 
Number of Stewards, as his Wor (hip (hall think 
fit, to aS in Concert with the two Grand- War- 
dens : And all Things relating to the Feaft fhal be 
decided amongft them, by a Majority of -Voices, 
except the Grand-Mafter or his Deputy interpofe 
by a particular Direction or Appointment. " 

It was ordained, that at the Feaft, the Stewards 
fhall open no Wine till Dinner be laid on the Ta- 
bles : That after eight o'Clock at Night, the 
Stewards fhall not be obliged to furnifti any more 
I 4 Wine ; 
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Wine ; and that cither the Money or Tickets 
fhall be returned to the Stewards. 

The Office of Stewards, that had been for 
fome Time difufed, was revived the 26th of Nb- 
vember^ 1728, and their Number to be always 
twelvi ; who, together with the Grand-Wardens, 
fhall prepare the Feaft : And that each of the 
afling Stewards, for the future, fhall have the Pri- 
vilege of naming hisSucceflbrin that Office for the 
Year enfuing. And that in Confideration of their 
paft Service, and future Ufefulnefs, it was ordained 
that they mould be confhtuted a Lodge of Matters, 
to be called the Stewards Lodge y or Board of 
Stewards. That they fhall have the Privilege of 
fending a Deputation of Twelve to every Com- 
munication, confifiing of the Mafter, two War- 
dens and nine more ; and each of them fhall vote 
there, and fhall pay Half a Crown towards the 
Expence of the faid Communication. That the 
twelve Stewards of the current Ye^r fhall always 
attend in their proper Clothing and Jewels, paying 
at the Rate of four Lodges towards the Expence of 
the Communication : But they are not to vote, nor 
even to fpeak, except when defired. 

XXIV. The Stewards fhall in due Time wait 
upon the Grand-Matter, or Deputy, for Direc- 
tions and Orders about the Premifes : But if both 
their Worfhips are fick, or ueceflkrily abfent, they 
may call together the Mailers and Wardens of 
Lodges, on Purpofe for their Advice and Orders. 
And the Stewards arc to account for all the Mo- 
ney 



Digitized by 



MASONRY. 177 



hey they receive or expend, when the Grand 
Lodge fhall think fit to audit their Accounts. 

XXV. The Matters of Lodges fliall each ap- 
point one experienced and difcreet Brother of his 
Lodge, to compofe a Committee confiding of one 
from every Lodge, who fliall meet in a convenient 
Apartment to receive every Perfon that brings a 
Ticket ; and fhall have Power to difcourfe bim, if 
they think fit, in order to admit or debar him as they 
fhall fee Caufe, provided they fend no Man away 
before they have acquainted all the Brethren within 
Doors with the Reafons thereof, that fo no true 
Brother may be reje&ed, nor a falfe Brother, or 
mere Pretender admitted. This Committee of 
Enquiry and Stewards muft meet very early on the 
Day of theFeaft, at the Place of holding the fame. 

XXVI. The Grand-Mafter fliall appoint two 
or more true and trufty Brethren to be Tylers and 
Door-Keepers, who are alio to be early at the 
Place for fome good Reafons j and who are to be 
at the Command of the Committee of Enquiry. 

XXVII. The Stewards fhall before- hand ap- 
point fuch a Number of brethren to ferve at Ta- 
ble as they think fit and proper for that Work: 
And they may advife with the Officers of Lodges 
about the moft proper Perfons, if they pleafe, or 
may take in fuch by their Recommendation ; fo 
that none ferve there but Mafons, that the Com- 
munication may be free and harmonious. 

XXVIII. All the Members of the Grand 
Lodge muft be at the Place of the Feaft long be- 

I 5 for© 
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fore Dinner, with the Grand-Mafter, or his De- 
puty, at their Head, who fball retire and form 
themfelves that Day, that fo no Interruption may 
be given to the Harmony and Pleafure of the 
Genera] Affembly and Grand Feaft : And this in 
order to confult about whatever concerns $he De- 
cency and Decorum of the Grand Affembly, and 
to prevent ill Manners, the Affembly being pro- 
mifcuous. 

XXIX. The new Grand-Mafter fhall be pro- 
pofed by the Grand-Mafter prefent, to the Grand 
Lodge at their Communication, fome Time before 
the Day- of the annual Affembly ; and that if he 
be approved then, or no Objection made, he is to 
be forthwith faluted Grand-Mafter E!e<3, if there 
or if .abfent, to be remembered as fuch ; and that 
he fhall proceed to the Feaft on the prefent Grand- 
Mafter's Left- Hand, and there to be recognized 
according to the ancient Manner of Mafons. 

XXX. Then the Mafters and Wardens, and 
all the Brethren may converfe promifcuoufly, or as 
they pleafe to fort together, until the Dinner is 
coming in, when every Brother takes his Seat at 
Table 5 the Decorurii of which is at his Worfhip's 
Direftion. 

XXXI. The Grand Lodge is to be formed 
*s by Regulation XXVIII. and if any Brethren 
not Members thereof be admitted therein, they 
muft not fpeak until they are defired arid al- 
io wed. 

XXXII. If 
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XXXII. If the Grand-Mafter fhall confent to 
ferve for another Year, then one of the Grand 
Lodge, deputed for that Purpofe, fhall rcprcfentto 
alt the Brethren his Worfhip's good Govern- 
ment, fcfV. (hall proclaim him 

Grand-Master of Masons ! 
All the Members of the Grand Lodge ftali* 
falute him in due Form ; and (hall have a few 
Minutes Leave to declare their Satisfaction, Plea- 
fure and Congratulation. 

XXXIII. The prefent Grand-Mafter (hall no- 
minate bis Succeflbr for the Year enfuing, who, if 
unanimoufly approved by the Grand Lodge, and 
there prefent, fhall be proclaimed, fa luted and con- 
gratulated, as in Regulation XXXII. and imme- 
diately inftalled by the Grand-Mafter according to 
Ufage. 

XXXV. The laft Grand-Mafter thus con- 
tinued,' or the new Grand- Mafter thus inftalled, 
fhall next nominate and appoint his Dqvjtv- 
Grand- Matter, either the laft or a new one, who 
fhall be alfo declared, faluted, and congratulated 
in due Form. The Grand-Mafter fhall alfo no- 
minate his new Grand- Wardens ; and if unani- 
moufly approved by the Grand Lodge, they fhall 
be declared, faluted, and congratulated in due 
Form : But if not, they (hall be chofen by Bal- 
. lot : As the Wardens of private Lodges are alfo 
to be chofen by Ballot in each Lodge, if the .Mem- 
bers thereof do net agree to their Mailer's Nomi- 
nation. 
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A Deputy was always needful when the 
Grand-Mafter was nobly born : And in our Time, 
the Grand-Mafter Elecl has not publickly fignified 
beforehand the Names of his intended Deputy and 
Wardens, until he is firft inftalkd in Solomon's 
Chair. 

XXXVI. If the. Brother whom the prefent 
Grand-Mafter flhall nominate for his Succeflpr, is 
by Sicknefs, or othe* peceflary Occa.fion, abfent 
from the Grand Feaft, he cannot be proclaimed 
Grand-Mafter; unlefs the old Grand-Mafter, or 
feme of the Matters and Wardens of -Lodges can 
vouch, upon the Honour of a Brother, that the 
faid Perfon, fo nominated or chofen, will readily 
accept of the Office. In which Cafe the old 
Grand-Mafter (hall acT: as Proxy, and in mi Name 
(hall nominate the Deputy and Wardens ; and in 
his Name, alfo, fliall receive the ufual Honours, 
Homage and Congratulations : But the new De- 
puty and Grand- Wardens are not allowed Proxies 
when appointed, except in Cafe of Sickpefs. 

XXXVII. Then the Grand-Mafter fliall allow 
any Brother to fpeak, directing his Difcourfe to 
his Worfhip in the Chair ; or to make any Mo- 
tion for the Good of the Fraternity, which fliall 
be either immediately confidered, or elfe referred to 
the Confideration of the Grand Lodge at their 
next Communication. When that is over, 

XXXVIII. The Grand-Mafter, or Deputy, or 
fome other appointed by him, {hall addrefs himfelf 
in a proper Maimer to all the Brethren, and give*. 

them 
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them good Advice. And after fome other Tranf- 
a&wns, the Brethren may flay longer, or go away, 
as they pleafe. What particularly relates, to the 
Charges of the Grand -Matter are beft known to 
the Fraternity. 

I XXXIX. All Proceffions at the annual Com- 
munication {hall be in the following Order, i. The 
Tyler to clear the Way. 2.TheMuficlc ,3. The 
Stewards, two and two. 4. The firji Lights by the 
Matter of the fourth Lodge. 5. The Wardens of 
the Stewards Lodge. 6. The Mafter of the Stewards . 
Lodge. 7. The Grand-Secretary with the Bag, 
8. The Grand-Treafurer with his Staff. ,9. The 
Provincial Grand- Mafters by Juniority* 10. Paft 
junior Grand-Wardens by Juniority. 11. Paft fe- 
nior Grand-Wardens by Juniority. 12. The fecond 

I Lights by the Mafter of the third Lodge. 13. De- 

I puty-Grand-Mafters by Juniority. . 14. All paft 
Grand- Mafter s by Juniority. 15. The third £Jgkt y 
by the Mafter of the fecond Lodge. 16. The junior 
Grand-Warden, 17. The fenior Grand- Warden. 
I&. The Deputy-Grand-Mafter. 19. The Mafter 
Of the fenior Lodge, with the Conftitutions on a 
a Cufhion. 20. The Sword-bearer carrying the 

, Sword of State. The Grand-Master. 

The following Regulation is infeited at Length 

I by particular Command. 

XL. 1. That no- Brothers be admitted into the 
Grand Lodge but thofe that are the known Mem- 
bers thereof, viz. The four prefent, and all former 
Grand Officers, the Treafurer, Secretary, and 

Sword- 
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Sword-bearer, the Mailers and Wardens of all re* 
gular Lodges, the Matter, Wardens, and nine more 
of the Stewards Lodge $ except a Brother, who is 
a Petitioner, or a Witnefs in fome Cafe, or one 
called in by a Motion. 

2. That at the third Stroke of the Grand- 
Matter's Hammer (always to be repeated by the 
fenior Grand- Warden) there {hall be a general 
Silence ; and that he who breaks Silence, without 
Leave from the Chair, (hall be publickly repri- 
manded. 

3. That under the fame Penalty, , every Bro- 
ther (hall take his Seat, and keep ftri& Silence 
whenever die Grand-Mafter or Deputy fhajl think 
fit to rife from the Chair, and call to Order. 

4. That in the Grand Lodge every Member 
(hall keep in his Seat, and not move about from 
Place to Place during the Communication, except 
the Grand- Wardens, as having more immediately 
the Care of the Lodge. 

5. That, according to the Order of the 
Grand Lodge, no Brother is to fpe^k but once to 
the fame Affair, unlefs to explain himfelf, or wjien 
called by the Chair to fpeak. 

* 6. Every one that fpeaks (hall rife and keep 
Handing, addreffing himfelf to the Chair: Nor 
fhallany prefume to interrupt him under the afore- 
faid Penalty, unlefs the Grand-Mafter finding, 
him wandering from the Point in Hand, (hall 
think fit to reduce hini to Order j for then the faid 

Speaker 
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Speaker (hall fit down : But after he has been fet 
right, he may again proceed, if he pleafes. 

7. If in the Grand Lodge any Member is twice 
called to Order at one Aflembly, for tranfgreffing 
thefe Rules, and-is guilty of a third Oflence of the 
fame Nature, the Chair fhall peremptorily com- 
mand him to quit the Lodge-Room for that 
Night. • 

8. That whoever fhall be fo rude as to hifs at 
a Brother, or at what another fays or has ftttd* be 
fhall be forthwith folemnly excluded the Com- 
munication, and declared incapable of ever being 
a Member of any Grand Lodge for the future, 
till another Time he publickly owns his Fault, and 
his Grace be granted. 

9. No Motion for a new Regulation, or for the 
Alteration of an old one, fhall be made till it is 
firft handed up in Writing to the Chair : And 
after it has been perufed by the Grand-Mafter at 
leaft about ten Minutes, the Affair may be moved 
publickly ; and then it fhall be audibly read by the 
Secretary ; and if he be feconded and thirded, it 
muft be immediately committed to the Confidera- 
tion of the whole Aflembly, that their Senfe may 
be fully heard about it ; after which the Grand- 
Maftec fhall put the Queftion pro and c6n. 

10. The Opinions or Votes of the Members 
are always to be fignified by each holding up one 
of his Hands: Which up-lifted Hands the Grand- 
Warden* are to count, unlefs the Number of 

Hands 
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Hands are fo unequal as to render the counting 
ufelefs. Nor fhoujd any other Kind of Divifion 
be ever admitted among Mafons. 



Mowtacu, G. M. 

EVERY Communication has an inherent 
Power and. Authority to make new, and 
alter, repeal* explain and amend former Laws and 
Regulations, for the real Benefit of the Frater- 
nity, provided always that the eld U/ages and Me- 
morials be carefully and faithfully obferved. 

Morton, G. M. 
That no Brother do prefume to print the Pro- 
ceedings of the Communications quarterly or an* 
nual, or to print, or caufe tobt printed, any Part 
thereof* or the Names of asy Perfon prefent at 
fuch Communication, without the Confent, Com* 
mand, and Direction of the Grand-Mafler, bis 
Deputy and Wardens, or of the whole Commit 
nication: He or they fo offending (ball not be 
owned for a Brother, nor admitted into any Com- 
mittee of Charity or Grand Lodge, or.any Lodge 
^ whatfoever, to bear any Office in the Craft. , . 



Regu- 
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Regulations for Clothing. 

Norfolk, G. M. 

TH E Grand Lo^ge ordered, that nope but 
the Grand-Mafter, his Deputy and War- 
dens, who are the only Grand-Officers, (hall 
wear their Jewels in Gold, pendent to Blub 
Ribbons, about their Necks, and white Leather 
.Aprons lined with blue Silk 5 which Sort of Aprons 
are to be worn by all former Grand Officers. 

Masters and Wardens of particular Lodges 
may line their white Leather Aprons with white 
Silk, and muft have their Jewels pendent to 
white Ribbons about their Necks, and no 
other. 

The Stewards for the Year fhall have their 
Jewels of Silver, ungilt, pendent to red Ribbons, 
with white Rods, and to line their white Leather 
Aprons with red Silk; and former Stewards fliall 
be allowed to wear the fame Sort of Aprons, and 
that no other Brethren do prefume to wear the 
fame : And that the Deputation from the Stewards 
Lodge fhall wear a peculiar Jewel fufpended in the- 
red Ribbon. 
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L I S T 

OF 

The Gentlemen, who have 
ferved the Office of Stewards 
to the Socibty of Free and 
Accepted MASONS, from 
1728 to 1753. 



CoLERANE} Q. M. 

MESSIEURS John Revis, Edwin Ward, 
Samuel Stead, William Wilfon, William 
Hofkins , Thomas Reafon 9 Gerrard Hatley, William 
Tew, Tbeod. Cheriholm, William Benn y Thomas 
Jlford, and Henry Smart. 

Kingston* 
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, . Kingston, G. M. 

The firft fix in the former Lift again; to 
which were added, James Chambers, Efq; Meffrs* 
Pread, Bardo, fenior and junior, Charles Hoare 
and William Sarjeant. 

Norfolk, G.M. 

GEO. Douglas, M. D. James Chambers, Thomas 
Moor, John Atwood, Thomas Duranty Efqrs. Meflrs. 
Georgt Page, John Haines, . William Mihuard, 
Roger Lacy, Charles Trinquand, John Calcot, and 
John Sang. 

Lovel, G. M. 

GEORGE Rooke, James -Moore Smythe, John 
Bridges, Wyrriot Ormond, Arthur Moore, Final 
Taverner, Claud Crefpigny, William Blount, Efqrs. 
Colonel John Pitt^ MefTrs. Henry Tatam, Thomas 
Griffith and Solomon Mendez. 

Mont acute, G. M. 

* 

JOHN Ward, John Pallexfen, Henry Bmtler 
Pacy, John Read, William Bujbey, Philip Barnes., 
Efqrs. John Mizaubin, M. D. MefTrs. Joh* 
Dwight, Richard Bough, Thomas Shank, James 
Co/ins* and Charles Rubinfon* 

Strath- 
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Strathmore, G. M. 

Sir Edward Man/ell, Bardnet, Charles Holt- 
xendorf, 1/aac Muere, Prefcot Pepper, Chrifiopber 
Neville, Richard Mattheivs, Efqrs. Richard R&ux- 
linfon, L. L. D. and F. R. S. Fotherliy Baker, 
Samuel Berington, John Pitt, iPilliam Verelji, and 
Henry HuHhinfon, Efqrs. 

Craufurd, G. M. 

S I r Robert Lawky, Bart. IVMiam Graeme, M. D; 
and F. R. S. Martin Clare, A. M. and F. R. S. 
John Theobald, M. D. Charles Fleetwood, Thomas 
Beech, Efqrs. Captain Ralph FarwinUr, Meyer 
Scbomberg, M. D. Robert Wright, Efq* Meffi*s. 
Thomas Slaughter, James Najh, and William 
Hogarth. 

Weymouth, G. M. 

EDWARD Hody, M.D. andF.R.S. 

junior, John Jeffi, James Styles, Efqrs. 
Jfaac Scbomberg, M. D. Meflrs. John Gowland, 
Benjamin Gafcoynt, Walter Weldm, Richard Sawk, 
James Pringle and Francis Blythe. 

Loudoun, G. M. 

Sir Bouchier Wray, Baronet, George Bothomley, 
Charles Murray, Efqrs. Captains John Lloyd and 
Charles Scott, Lewis Theobald, M. D, Meflrs. Peter 
M'Culloch, Tboma* Jeffreys, Peter Leige, Thomas 
Bochm, Benjamin Da Gojla, and Nathaniel Adams. 

Darnley, 
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, Darnxey, G. M. 

Captain Andrew Robinfon, Robert Foy, Jamee 
Colquboun, William Chapman, Henry Higden, and 
Harry Leigh, Efqrs. Stephen Beaumont, M. D. 
Meflrs. Mofes Mendez, George Monkman, Stephen 
Le Bas 9 Chrijlopher Taylor, and Simon de Cbarmes. 

Caernarvon, G. M. 

. The Hon. John ChUcheJler and Nathaniel Old* 
ham, Efqrs. Meflrs. Samuel Lawman, Jofepb Harris, 
Richard Robin/on, Paul- Henry Robin/on, Ifaac Bar- 
rett, Alexander Pollock, Thomas Adam/on, Thomas 
Parry, and George Armflrong. . 

Raymond, G. M. 

WILLIAMVaughan, Efq; Meflrs. Efquire Gary, 
Man/ell Bran/by, John Faber, John Saint, John 
Sowdon, James Bernard, David Dumonchel, Bryan 
Dawfon, William Ruck, Michael Combrune, and 
George Ada/on. 

Kintore, G. M. 

Count Edward-FrederickTaube, Meflrs. Daniel 
Game, James Wallace, John Gordon, Peter Hemet, 
George Gaton, William Salt, William Arnold^ IfCiiis 
de Vauxy Edward Rudge, Richard Shergoldy and 
John Spr anger. 

Morton, 
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Morton, G. M. 

HE N R T Lyell, Eftj; John Trail*, A. M. 
Meffrs. Edward Trevor* Talbot Waterhoufe, Rtibert- 
Bafeman Wray, Anthony Benn, Stephen Rogers, 
Peter he Maiftre, Edmund Brydges, William Vd r 
Thomas Pownallind Jofeph Lycett. 

Ward, G. M. 

The Hon. and Rev. Godfrey Dawnay, Thomas 
Lediard, and Thomas Smith, Efqrsu Meffrs. John 
Coggs, Thomas Clipperton, Charles Dubuy, Luke 
Alder, Robert Mkbelli William Mountain*, Thomas 
Griffiths, John Torr, and Peter Gordon. 

Strathmore, G. M. 

GEORGE Powlett, John Stone and James 
Bennett , Efqrs. George Pile, Do&or of Phyfick, 
Meffrs, John Villeneau, James Whittuorth, William 
Rogers, James Wilsford, Thomas Chaddocie, Robert 
Cbeeke and Fleming Pinckfton. 

Cranstoun, G. M. 

THOMAS Mamingbam, Doftor of Phyfick, 
the Hon. Robert Shirley, Efq; Colonel Samuel 
Berington, Meffrs. George Clarke, Matthew Creygb- 
ton, John Feary, Peter Clerke> Rebert Young, Wil- 
liam Rogers, Jofeph Lycett, John Spranger, and 
Pheafant Hartley/ 

Byrcn, 
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Byron, G. M. 

The Hon. James Carmichael, Efq; Sir Richard 
Wrottejley, Baronet, Meflrs. Bernhard -Joachim 
Boetefeur, Robert Marcellus, George Steidel, Stephen 
Tonge, Richard Lane, Thomas Taylor ; Charles Wale* 
John Jour dan> Jofeph Breuitt and George Forbes. 

CarYsfort, G. M. 

PETER Leigh, John Price, Thomas- Hufey 
Jpreece, Francis-Blake Delaval and Richard Sa~ 
vdge, Eiqrs. the Hon. Captain William Montagu* 
Captain Edtioard Eyre, Meffrs. James Shruder, 
IVdliam Bizett, Mark A.ljlon, Henry Smith and 
Buckle Banfon. 
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ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

FREE-M A SONS. 

By Robert Plot, L. L. D. 

Keeper of the Ajhmolean Mujaum, and 
Profeflbr of Chemiftry in the Univer- 
fity of Oxford. 

THEY have a Cuftom in Stafford/hire of 
admitting Men into the Society of Free* 
Afafens, that in the Moor elands of this Country 
feems to be of greater Requeft than any where 
clfe, though I find the Cujlom fpread more or left 
all over the Nation * for here 1 found Perfons of 

the* 
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rhe mofl eminent Quality, that did not dtfdain to 
be of this Fellowjhip i nor indeed need they, were 
it of that Antiquity and Honour, that is pretended in 
a large Parchmm Volume they have-amongitthem : 
Containing, the Hi/lory and ifofo of the Craft of 
Mafonry, which is there deduced not only from 
/acred Writ* but profane Story ; particularly that it 
was brought into England by St. Amphiboly and firft 
communicated to Su Alton, who fet down the 
Charges of Mafonry, and was made Pay-Mafter and 
Governor, of the King's Works, and gave, them 
Charges and Manners as Sti Amphibal had taught 
him : Which were after confirmed by King Atbel- 
fian, whofe youngeft Son Edwyn loved well Ma- 
fonry, took upon him the Charges, and learned the 
Manners, and obtained for them of his Father a fret 
Charter. Whereupon he caufed them to aflemble 
at York, and to bring all tlpe old Books of their Craft, 
and out of them ordained fuch Charges and Man- 
ners, as they then thought fit : Which Charges in 
the faid Scrole or Parchment Volume, are in part de- 
clared : And thus was the Craft of Mafonry grounded 
and confirmed in England. It is alfo there*declared, 
that tbefe Charges and Manners were after perufed 
and approved by King Henry VI. and his Council, 
both as to Majlers and Fellows of this right wor- 
feipful Craft. - 

.Into which Society, when any areadmitted, they 
gall a Meeting (or Lodge, as they term it in fome 
Places) which muft confift at leaft of five or fix of the 
AntUntsoi the Order > whom the Candidates pefent 
£ with 
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with Gloves, and fo likewife to their WivtSy and t 
entertain with a Collation, according to the Cuftom 
of the Place : This ended, they proceed to the A&~ 
mtffton of them, which chiefly confifts in the Com- 
munication of certain fecret Signs, whereby they 
are known to -one another all over the Nation, by 
which Means they have Maintenance whitherever 
they travel 5 for if any Man appear, though alto- 
gether urtfcnown, that can Qiew any of thefe Signs 
to a Fellow of the" Society, whom they otherwife call . 
an accepted Ma fan, he is obliged prefentlyto come 
to him, from what Company or Place foever -he be 
in s nay, though from the Top of a Steeple* what 
Hazard or Inconvenience foever he run, to know 
his Pleafure, and afitft him ; viz. if he want Work> s 
he is bound to find him fome ; or if he cannot do r 
that, to give him Money., or otherwife Ajpport him * 
till Work can be had, which is one of their Articles ; 
and it is another, that they advife the Majlers they 
work for, according to the beft of their Skill, ac- 
quainting them with the Goodnefs or Badnefs of 
their Materials 5 and if they beany Way out in the 
Gontrivante of the Buildings, modeftly to re£Kfy 
them in it; that Mafonrybe not dflhonouredj and 
many fuch like that are commonly known : But 
fome others they have (to which they are /worn, 
after their Falhion) that none know.but themfelves, 
which I have Reafon to fufpedr, -are much worfe 
than thefe, perhaps as bad as this Hiftory of the 
Craft itfelf ; than which there is nothing 1 ever met 
with, more falfc or incoherent. 

■ - , Fo* 
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For not to mention that St. Ampbibalms, by ju- 
dicious Perfons, is thought rather to be the Cloak y 
than Majter of St. Alban ; or how unlikely it is 
that St. Alban himfelf in fuch a barbarous Age, and 
in Times of Perfecution, {hould be Supervifor of any 
Works \ it is plain that King Athel/lan was never 
married, or ever had fo much as any natural Iflue ; 
(unlefs we give Way to the fabulous Hi/lory of Guy 
Earl of Warwick* whofe eldeft Son, Reynhirn, h 
faid indeed to have been, married to Leoneat, the 
fuppofed Daughter 6f Athel/lan, which will not ferve 
the Turn neither) much lefs ever had he a lawful 
Son Edwyn, of \yhom I find not the leaft Umbrage 
in Hi/lory. He had indeed a Brother of that Name, 
of whom he was fo jealous, though very young when 
be came to the Crown, that he fent him to Sea in 
a Pinnace* without Tackle or Oar, only in Com- 
pany with a Page, that his Death might be im- 
puted to the Waves, and not him; whence the young 
Prince, not able to matter his Paffions, caft himfelf 
headlong into the Sea, and there died. Who how 
unlikely to learn their Manners ; to get them a 
Charter 5 or call them together at York, let the 
Aeva'' r j ud ge. 

Yet more improbable it is ftill, that Henry VI. 
and his Council, {hould ever perufe or approve their 
Charges and Manners, and fo confirm thefe right 
worlhipful Mafters and Fellows \ as they are called 
in the Scrcle : For in the third Year of his Reign, 
when he frould not be four Years old, I find an Adl 
of Parliament quite abolifhing this Society: It being 
K 2 therein 
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therein ordained, that no Congregations and Confe- 
deracies be made by Mafons, in their general 
Chapters and AffembUes, whereby the good Courfc 
and Efftft of the Statutes of Labourers were vio- 
lated and broken in Subversion of Law : And tltat 
thofe who caufed fuch Chapters or Congregations to 
be holden, fhould be adjudged Felons ; and thofe 
Mafons that came to them fhould he punifhed by 
Imprifmment, and make Fine and Ranfom at the 
King's Will So very much out was the Compiler 
of this Hiftory of the Craft of Mafonry, and fo little 
Skill had he in our Chronicles and Laws. Which 
Statute, though repealed by a fubfequent Aft in the 
fifth of Elizabeth, whereby Servants and Labourers 
are compelled to ferve, and their Wages limited ; 
and all Mojlers made punifhed for giving more 
Wages than what is taxed by the Jufiices, and the 
Servants if they take it, &c. Yet this All too being 
but little obfcrved, it is ftill to be feared thefe 
Chapters of Free-Mafons do as much Mifcbief aa 
before, wjiich if one may eftimate by the Penalty, 
was anciently fo great, that perhaps it might be 
ufeful to examine them now. 

[Natural Hijlory of Staflbrdihire, Chap, vm* 
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A Detcdion of Dr. Plot'x Account of the 
Fr e b-M a»o n s. 

J^T H A T could induce the fegactous Doclor 



to ftep fo far out of his Way* or to med- 
dle with a Matter fo foreign to the Purpofe of a 
natural Hiftorian, may, at this Diflance of Time, 
be a little difficult to determine ; but mo ft certain 
it is, his rude and rnfipid Conjectures and Mifrepre- 
fentations of the Free-Mafons, to whofe Founda- 
tion and Hiftory he was an abfolute Stranger, arc 
not more falfcand grpundlefs, than his Conduct iu 
that AfYair was bafe, infidious and unworthy of any 
Writer who had the leaft Regard for Truth ; and, 
tefides it was ungrateful, becaufe the Bread" he eat 
wasfnrnKhed him by Mr. Afl>molc> the greateftMa- 
fca of his Day, and who could, had the good Doc- 
tor been in the leaft inclined to receive it, have given 
him ample Satisfaction, which will fet this unbiaffed 
Hiftory in a Point of View, very little to the Cre- 
«djt of the fupple, and as it will be found, time- 
ferving Doctor Plot. A fmaH Portion of Grati- 
tude for all the good Things he had received at the 
Hands of his Mailer, (hould have prompted him to 
have cleared up as far as he was able, the Hiflory of 
Alb an ) Ampb'tbalut, and Prince Edwin y all en v el loped 
with great Obfcurities in the Hiftories of Britain Y 
though clear and evident enough in the Annals and 
^Traditions of Mafonry : It may be prefumed, ho 




K3 



Digitized by 



Google 



The H i s tory of 



would have gained much more Reputation and. Ho- 
nour, than he could ever hope to reap by thefeua- 1 
juftifiable Cenfures: Either of which would have 
found him fufficient Employment, and prevented. 
^ Ills Attempts to degrade a Society, of whofe Story 
.his own Account marks him confeficdly ignorant. 
w As this Society has been fo Very ancient as to rife 
beyond the Reach of Records, there need not be. 
much wonder made, that a Mixture of Fable is- 
found ia its early Hiftory, about the Time cf their 
fir ft Efiablilhment in this Tfland ; as the fame De- 
fect is avowedly confefled by all Hiftorians con- 

, ctrning the ancient Foundations in our own and* 

*~ other Nations.. 

St. Alban y the firft Perfon honoured with the 
Doctor's candid Suggeftions, is famous for being 
the firft Chriftian who fuffered Martyrdom in this 
Jflan$l | and alfo for being the firft Matter* General, 
Surveyor or, Grand-Maftejr of Mafons, as is fet 
forth in. an ancient Writing called, The Gktft cf . 
Mafonry: He was born at Verulam y of Pagan Pa- 
rents : In his Youth he took a Journey to Rme % in 
Company with Jmpbibalus, of theCity of Caer-Letn^ 
fuppofed by many to be by Birth a Roman ; and 
there ferved for feven Years in the Army of the 
Emperor Diothtian. Ldand tells us, that at the 
Time St. Man flourifyed, Learning, and the 
polite Arts, had been lately introduced by the -fi*- 
mans into Britain, which was now become a Pro- 
vince of the Empire j and that the Youth of Qua- 
lity and Diftin&ion ufcd to travel to Bsm for Inv 

provemeat 
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provement Sn Knowledge and the Sciences, * Be- 
ing returned home, he lived highly honoured in 
the Town of Ferula w, where, through the Exam-, 
pie and Tnftruftions of his- Fellow-Traveller, Am~ 
pbtbalus, he became a thorough Convert to the 
cbriftian Religion : In the tenth and lad general 
Perfecution of the Ghriftians, in the Year 30 ;, 
he was beheaded for the fame, a Favour intended 
him on the Account of his noble Birth f> at Holm- 
burfti fince called Dtrjivaldy where now theTowi* 
of St. Alban Hands ; to the lafting Honour. of 
whofe Name and Merits ICing Offa in after Times 
founded a moft magnificent Monaltery. 

Th e Emperor Caraufius (under whomMban re 
great Sway ; % and. was the Steward of his H outhoid, 
and Overfeer or Surveyor of his Works) governed 
the Empire of Britain^ with an upright and un- 
ftained Reputation ; and above all,, was a very - 
great Encourager of Learning and learned Men, 
and improved the Country in civil Arts ; was a 
Man of real Merit, and intended to have eta- 
blifhed an Empire in Britain for which End he 
had made a great Collection of Workmen, and 
other Artificers, from all Parts : The People en* 
joyed perfect Place and Tranquillity under him for 
feveral Years, is manifeft from all our Hiftorians %, 
His Builders,., and other Artificers, were employed 
by him in. very large Bodies, is evident fromdiffc- 
K 4 rent 

* Leland, Comment, de Script Brit. c. 1 8 f Speed's 
Chron. Stowe, Echard, &c» % Guthrie's Hilt En*, 
v. 1, p. 5g» 
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rent Writers ; but in particular from the Oration 
of Eumettiusj the Panegyrift, fetting forth what 
great Numbers of Mafons had then left the Illand i 
4i Even your City of Autun y fays he, moft devoted 
to your Service, and in whofe Name I am efpecialhr 
to congratulate you ; has been well ftored with 
Artificers (Archite<3s and Mafons) fince your Vic- 
tory over the Britons, whofe Provinces abounded 
\vith them : And now, by their Workmanfhlp, 
the fame City of Autun rifes in Splendor, by the 
lebuilding of their ancient Houfes, ereding publick 
Works, and the Jnftauration of Temples: So that 
the ancient Name of a Roman Brotherhood, which 
ti.ey long fince enjoyed, is again reftored, by hav- 
ing your imperial Majefty for their fecond Foun- 
(W From hence it is beyond all Doubt, that 
ihe Reduction of Britain^ occafioncd many excel- 
lent A: t.ficers to go over to the Continent, who 
hud been entertained by Caraujiut, and had fo 
greatly contributed to the Beauty, Convenience, 
and Magnificence of the Illand, that Conftantius 
Chlorus chofe to make it the Seat of his Empire. 

The Story of Alban's Martyrdom is briefly re- 
lated by Gildas \ but more circumftantially and at 
large by Venerable Bede, who fays; that he being 
yet a Pagan (or not publickly known for a Chrif- 
tian) entertained the before- mentioned Amphibalus 
in hisHoufe; the Roman Governor being informed 
that; he harboured a Chriftian, fent a Party of Sol- 
diers to apprehend him } but Alban putting on the 

Habit 

* Paneg. Emp. Maximiaa. Aug. Difr 
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Habit of bis Gueft, prefented himfelf to the Officers 
in his Stead, and was carried before the Magiftrate, 
where he conducted himfelf with a noble and gal- 
lant Freedom, which immediately brought on him 
the Punifhment already related. The Garment of 
AmpYibalus, which Alhan upon this Occafion put . 
on, is called by Bede y and in ancient Writers, 
Cara<alla% which is rendered by the Saxon inter- 
preter of Bede y a Monkijh Habit. This Caracal/a 9 
was a Kind of Cloak with a Cowi, moft refenibling 
the Ep^iod or facerdotal Veftmcnt of the Jewijh 
Priefts. Thomas Walfingham relates, that this 
Garment was preferved in a large Cheft jn the 
Church of Ely, which was opened in the Reign of 
Edward II. AnmDtm* 1314. This Hiftorian fays 
farther, that it was the fame that Alban received 
from his Mafter Amphibalus, and the fame in which 
he fuffered Death. Thomas Rudbarn, who afu^r 
reining what fValfmgham had done before him, 
and blxth of at lead equal Authority with Dr. Plot, 
goes farther, and fays, there was found with the 
Garment, an ancient Writing in thefe Word* : 
This is the Caracalla of St. Amphibakrs the Monk 
and Preceptor of St. Alban ; in which that Proto- 
Martyr of England fujfered Death, under the truel 
Perfecution of Diocletian etgainji the CbriJIians* 

It is confefled that the Martyrdom of Ampbi- 
balu* % is not mentioned by Gildas y Btde, or in any of 
the ancient Martyrologies ; but Matthew Paris, and 
many other Hiftorians, vouch the Matter of Faft y 
.and .refer to a Baok of great Antiquity in the Mo- 
K 5 nafter/ 
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xiaftery of St. Atban^ As to the Name Amphibalut . 
upon which Dr. endeavours to play, itmufc 
be .owned that the learned Primate UJber, is of 
Opinion, that it was not the real Name of St. JU>qt£$ " 
Inflruflor, but nwrA proper ly belonged to the 
Caracalla before m<g$fened, as «f»qnfr*>**» fig- 
nifies in the Greek Language the fame as induere 
or acemgerey fc. Vejlem, a Garment *. Had 
Dr. Plot % been as modeft in his Judgment as the 
learned Archbifhop, he had not ftepped fo far over : 
Trfcth; to affert that many karned and judicious 
Writers were of Opinion, that Amphibafus was 
rather the Cloak than Matter of St, Alban % when 
no Author of any Name or Credit, had mentioned 
this Surmifej fave Archbifhop UJher, and he only 
as a probable Suggeftion, and not what he had any 
true Grounds to believe. It is remarkable that not 
only the Cathedral Church of. iPineheJier f,Jn the 
Days of Conftantine % but many other Churches 
were dedicated to St. Ampbibalus, the Matter- of 
St, Alban : Many Authors, of the greateft Credit 
and Authority, fpeak of him with Reverence and 
Honour, and efpeeially Johannes Caiust* who in-, 
forms us that lie was born, at Caer~Leon+ in which 
he is fupported by feveral Authors, and alfo that he 
-was Redor of the Univerfity of Cambridge, It 
W3S never alkdged among the MafOns, dr in any 
vt their Hiftories of the Craft, that Ampbibal«s> 

though 

* UffVrii Brit. EccTef. Anti'q. p. 77. f Tanner 1 * 
Nvtiua Monad, folio, p. 152. % Hid. Cantab, L. i> 
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though owned a worthy Brother, was the Inftruc- 
tor of St. Alban in any other Refpefl than in tho r e 
moral and divine Subje&s, which brought about the 
Converfion of the latter to the chriftian Faith ; fo 
that the difeerning Do&or, in all Probability, 
thought that Alban could not want an Inftructor, ex- 
cept in the Art of Building, and how likely that was 
in thofe ignorant and barbarousTimes, thofe Times 
of grofe Darknefs, as his Love for Truth calls the Day ; 
(very fitting Expreflions to falve his own Ignorance 
and Vanity,) when People were fo much deluded, 
as to oe converted to the Faith of Chrift, by 
Thoufands and ten Thoufands 5 muft be fub- 
mitted to the Judgment of the unprejudiced Rea- 
der, with this farther Remark, that Dr. Plot hap- 
pens, in his charitable Opinions, to Hand alone, 
not having one Hiftorian, great or fmall, credible 
or fabulous, to prop his flimfey Corije&urcs with. 
' Having done with the Hiflory of St. Alban 
and Amphibalus, the Doctor proceeds to the Story 
of Prince Edwin, the Brother of King AtMJian : 
Ih this he deals as* ingenuoufly as in the former : 
The only Blemifh that the Hiftorians find in the 
tvhole Reign of Athelftan, is the fuppofed Murder, 
or putting wrongfully to Death his Brother, Prince 
Edwin, which is in itfelf fp improbable, and alL 
Things confidered, fo (lenderly attefted, that it does 
not deferve a Place among good Hiflorians. 

The excellent Writer, of the Life of King 
Aihtl/lan*> has given fo clear and To perfect a View 

of 

* Biog'Biit. vol. 1. p. 63. 
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of this Event, that the Reader cannot re^eiye- 
greater Satisfa&ion than in . that Author's owa v 
Words, • •** 

The Bufinefs of Edwin's Death, is a PoiAt the 
mod obfcure in the Story of this King, and* to fay 
theTruth, not one even of our beft Hiftorians, hath » 
written clearly, or with due Attention concerning 
it. The Fa&, as commonly received, is this. The 
King fufpe&ing his younger Brother Edwin> of de- 
igning to deprive him of his Crown, caufed him, 
notwithftanding his Proteftat ions of Innocency, to 
he put on board a leaky Ship, with his Armour-* 
bearer and Page. The young Prince, unable to 
hear the Severity of the Weather, and Want of. 
Foid, defperately drowned himfelf ; fome Time- 
after, the King's Cup- bearer, who had been the- 
thief Caufer of- this A& of Cruelty, happened, as, 
he was fcrving the King at Table, to trip with one, 
Foot, but recovering himfelf with the other, &* 
(aid he pleafantry, bow Brothers afford each other 
Help y which ftriking the King with ihe Remem- 
brance of what himfelf had done, in. taking off 
Edwin, who might have helped him in his Wars, 
he caufed that Bufinefs to be more thoroughly ex- 
amined, and finding his Brother had been falfly 
accufed, caufed his Cup-bearer to be put to a cruel 
Death, endured himfelf feven Years (harp Penance, 
and built the two Monafteries of Middletm and 
Michelnefs, to atone /or this bafe and bloody Fa&». 
Dr. Howell* fpeaking of this Story, treats it as if 

very 

* Speed's Chronicle, Book vii. ch. 3 8. 
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rmf Iftdiftrently founded, and, oa that Account, 
«A#orthy of Credit Abbot Bromptm tells the 
Story at large t> after him rooft of the later Wri- 
te** at ufuaU that is, with an Addition of various 
Circumftances, fo that it cannot be faid, this Story 
is without Foundation. Buchanan hath improved 
it v«y happily. Thus it runs in his Writings, 
" They, that is the Rngtifl Writers, make this 
Athelftan guihy of Parricide, in killing his Father 
and his two Brothers, Edred and Edwin, whofe 
Right it was to fttcceed their Father in his King-* 
dom. Fame increafes theSufpicion, that Edward 
was violently put to Death, becaufe it attributes to 
him the Tide of Martyr J. M Buchanan cites no 
Authority whatfoever for this, becaufe indeed there 
could be no Authority cited. Whatever he did by 
Edwin, raoft certainly Athelftan did not murder 
Edred, fince he not only furvived, but fucceedeJ 
him in the Kingdom. As for the Murder of his 
Father, that is the pure Efie& of Buchanan's Igno- 
rance, he miftook Edward the Elder, who was 
reaHy the Father of Athelftan, for Edward the 
Martyr, who began his Reign in 975, that is, five 
and thirty Years after Athelftan was in his Grave, 
Suck is the Accuracy, fuch the Integrity, of this 
Writer* In like Manner Rapin gives us this Story, 
without the leaft Mark of Doubt or He&tation 

and 

* Gen. Hift. P. iv. c. 2. $ 10. f Chron. p. 83$. 
% Hift. Scot. lib. y'u R. 75. $ Hiltoire D'An^e- 
terr*. Ton. I. p. 336. 
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and yet we pre fume, there are fome flrong Rea~ 
fons againft the Credit of this whole Story, and' 
ftill ftronger againft that Part of it, which alledges 
Edwin to have been unjufily put to Death. Simm 
of Durham, and the Saxon Chronicle, fay no more, 
than that Edwin was drowned by his Brother's Com-' 
mand, in the Year 933 *. Brompm places it in 
the firft, or at fartheft ih the fecond, Year of his 
Reign 5 and he tells us the Story of the rotten 
Ship, and of his punifhing the Cup-bearer +. WtU> 
Ikm of Malm/bury y who is very circumftantial, fays* 
he only tells us what he heard J ; but Matthew* 
the Flower- gatherer §, ft amps the whole down as 
an indubitableXruth. Yet thefe difcordant Dares 
are not to be accounted for. If he was drowned 
in the fecond, he could not be alive in the tenth 
Year of the King. The firft is the more probable 
Date, becaufe about that Time there certainly was* 
a Confpiracy againft King Athtljlan^ in order to- 
dethrone him, and put out his Eyes, yet he did not 
put the Author of it to Death 5 is it likely then 4 
that he fhould order his Brother to be thrown into 
the Sea upon bare Sufpkion? But the Reader muft ; 
remember, that we cite the fame Hiftorians, who 
have told us this Story, to prove that Athelftan wat 
uoanimoufly acknowledged King, his Brethren be- 
ing too young to govern ; one would think there, 

they 

♦ Simeon. Dunelm. p, 154. Chron. Saxon, p. m,., 
f Chronicon, p. 828. % De Geft. R. A. lib. ii- 
J Matth. Florileg. 
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they could not be old enough to confpire. If we 
tike the fecond Date, the whole Story is deftroyed; 
the King could not do feven Years Penance, for he 
did not live fo long; and as for the Tale of the Cup* 
bearer, and his ftumbling at the King's Table, the 
fame Story is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered 
the Brother of Edward the Confeffor. Laftly, no- 
thing is clearer from Hiftory, than that Atbelftan 
w»s remarkably kind to hie Brethren and Sillers, for 
whofe Sakes he lived fmgle, and therefore one would 
think his Brother had kfs Temptation to confpire 
againft him. 

How likely is Dr. Plot's whole Story of the Pin- 
nace and the Page, compared with the forego* 
ing ? For the Probability of Edwin's calling the 
Mafoii8 together at York? or getting them a Char- 
ter, it need but be remembered that Athelftan kept 
his Court for fomeTime in that City *, received 
there, feveral Embaffies from foreign Princes, and 
Prefents, of various Kinds, both t ich and coftly, 
from different Parts of the World, and in feort, was 
loved, honoured, and admired, by all the Princes 
in Europe, who fought his Friendfhip, and courted 
his Alliance. To all his Brothers and Sifters he* 
was remarkably kind, indeed a Father to them ; 
and from that his fatherly Care, Prince Edwin has 
been by many ancient Mafons, called the Son of 
Athelftan ; a Thing not uncommon in many In- 
fiances for Ages fince that. Moreover the Activity 
aad princely Conduft of Edwin> rendered him the 

fittett 

• Ecbard'* Hill. V. i.p. 84- 
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fitted Perfon to be Giand-Mafler of the Mafons, 
who at that Time were employed in very great 
Numbers in repairing zvA building Churches ^nd 
other Edifices, not only in the City of York* but 
at Beverley^ and other Places, which had but lately 
been over-thrown, and levelled with the Ground, 
by the Danes*, and other Invaders ; till rfthelftan 
became Mafter of all, who iupported and propa- 
gated the Royal Art in perfect Peace and Se- 
curity. 

To follow the Do&or in his good Will for the 
ancient Fraternity, the Reader muft know that 
in the Infancy of King Henry VI. an h8t of Par- 
liament was palTed, to prevent the Afiemblies of 
Mafons, as mentioned in Page 78 and 79 of this 
Hiltory ; the Reafons for this fevere Treatment is 
very obvious : In the Abfence of the Duke of 
Bedford* Regent of Franc** all the regal Power 
was vefted in Humphry* Duke of GUucefl*r* his 
Brother, Prote&or of the Kingdom, and in Henry 
Beaufort* Bilhop of WincheJUr* his Uncle, Guar- 
dian to the King ; who being inverted with Power, 
began to (hew his Pride and Haughtine6 >ctimcs ; 
and to fupport him therein, he wanted not for. 
Followers and Agents enough. In the Parliament 
held at Wiflmtnfter* the 17th of November* 1423, 
to anfwer a particular End, it was ordained and- 
ena&ed, that if any Perfon, committed for Grand 
or Pctty-Treafon, ftould wilfully break Priibn 
and efcape from the fame, it (hould be deemed. 

Peuy- 
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Petty-Treafon, and his Goods forfeited *. About 
this Time one William King, of Wormltmy in 
thrtjhire, Servant to Sir Robert Scott, Lieutenant of 
the Tower, pretended that he was offered, by Sir 
John Mortimer, then a Prifoner in jthe Tower, and 
Ow fin to the lately deceafed Edward Mortemir, Earl 
of March, the neareft in Blood to the EngUJh Crown, 
ten Pou nds to buy him Cloaths, forty Pounds aYear, 
and to be made an Earl, that Mortimer would ratfe 
40,000 Men, and would ftrike off the Heads of the 
rich Bifliop of Winchejler, Gloucejier, and others, 
all which the Fellow undertook to prove by his 
own bodily Oath. Soon after this, they let Mor- 
timer walk to the Tower-Wharf, and then ran after 
and feized him for breaking Prifon ; whereupon 
he was deemed Convift, was drawn to Tyburn, 
there hanged, and afterwards beheaded. From 
whofe Death, there arofe no fmall Slander, Mur- 
murings and Difcontent amongft the People : Which 
threatned thofe in Power with fatal Confequences, 
as they were obferved to fpread, not only in pub- 
lick, but in private Meetings and fecret Affem- 
blies. 

The Animofity between the Uncle and Nephew 
became every Day more formidable than other. 
On the laft of April, 1425, the Parliament met at . 
Wefiminfter, the Servants and Followers of the 
Peers and Members of Parliament coming thither 
armed with Clubs and Staves, which occafioned it 
to be Nick-named, The Batt Parliament : Among 

other 

• Wolfed Chron. publijbed bj Stowe. 
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other Laws, an A& pafled to abolifli the Society of 
Mafom, or at leaft to prevent the holding their 
yearly Congregations, or indeed any of their Af- 
femblies : As it muft be owned that their Meeting* 
were very fecret, none can wonder that thofe fecret 
Aflemblfes gave* intolerable Difpleafure to the arro- 
gant and ambitious Prieft, who, no Doubt, thought 
himfelf ill-ufbd by any Perfon daring to do what* 
he was not to know : However, none of them 
were feized in their Lodges, or any Attempt made 
to do it, the cunning Prelate's Attention being di- 
verted another Way : For on the Morrow of Simcrk 
and Judfs Day, when the Mayor of London had. 
been to JVeJfminJier to take his Charge ; when at 
Dinner he was fent for in all Hafte by the Duke o£ 
Gloucefter \ and when come into his Prefcnce, he 
gave him Commandment to fee the City fecurely 
watched the Night following j at nine of the 
Clock, the next Morning, the Bifliop of Winchejier^ 
then called the Englijh Pope, with his Servants and. 
Followers,, would have entered the City, by the. 
Bridge, but were kept back by Force ; whereupon, 
the haughty and imperious Bifhop being enraged,, 
gathered a great Number of Archers, and other 
Men at Arms, and aflaulted the Gate with Shot,, 
and other Means of War * fo that the Citizens, 
dire&ly ftiut their Shops, and went to the Bridge in 
great Numbers, fo that great Blood fhed would have 
followed, had not the Wifdom of the Mayor and. 
^ldermen flayed them in Time. The Archbifhop 
of Canterbury, with Peter, Duke of Conimbra, eldeft 
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Son of the King of Portugal, and others, took 
great Pains to bring the Uncle and Nephew to 
Agreement ; they rode eight, fome fay ten Times, 
between them, before they could in any wife fue- 
led or bring them to any Conformity ; and at 
- laft they agreed to ftand to the A ward of the Duke 
of Bedford* whereupon the City was in more Quiet 
at prefent*. The Bifhop loft no Time in making 
a bad Caufe look as gloffy as poflible, and wrote the 
Duke of Bedford the following Letter. 

£> IG HT high and mighty Prince, and my right 
noble, and after one, Leiutfl {earthly] Lord. I 
recommend me unto your Grace with all my Hear ti 
And as you defire the Welfare of the King our Sove- 
reign Lord \ and of his Realms of England and France,. 
your own Weal [Health"] with all yours hajle you hi" 
ther : For by my Troth, if you tarry long, we /hall put 
this Land in Jeopardy, [Adventure] with a Field \ fuck 
a Brother you have here, God make him a good Man* 
For your Wifdom well knowetb that the Profit of 
France Jiandeth in the Welfare of England, &c. 
The blejfed Trinity keep you. Written in great tiafte 
at London, on Allhallowen-Even, the 31/? of 
O&ober, 1425. 

By your Servant to my Lives End,, 
He key, Winchejler, 

TjlISs 

« Wolfe's Chron. 
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This tremendous Letter made the Duke of 
Bedford hafttn the Affirirs of Fran* ; and he re- 
turned to London the *oth of January^ 1425-6 ; on 
tbe aift of February^ he held a great Council at 
St. Mant 9 adjourned it to Northampton the 15th 
of Marchy and on the 25th of Juno to Leicefter. 
Batts and Slaves were again in Ufe, but thofe being 
prohibited, the Followers of the Members of Par- 
liament came with Scones flung and Plummets of 
Lead : Here the long wifhed for Peace, between 
the Duke of Gloucefter and the Bifhop of Winchef- 
ter y to Appearance, was accomplrfhed; Gloucejier 
exhibited fix Articles againft the Bifhop ; one of 
which was this : « VI. That the Bifhop of IVln- 
ehefter, had in hts Letter to the Duke of Bedford, 
plainly declared his malicious Purpofeof aflembling^ 
tbe Pfcopfc, and ftirring up a Rebellion in the Na- 
tion, contrary to the King's Peace." The Bifhop's 
Anfwer to this Accufation was, u That he never 
bad any Intention to difturb the Peace of the Na-' 
tion, or raiie any Rebellion j but fent to the Duke 
of Bedford to come oyer in Hafte, to fettle all 
Things that were prejudicial to the Peace ; and* 
though he had indeed written in the Letter, thai 
if hi tarried* we Jhould put the Land in Adventure 1 
by a Field, fuch a Brother ye have here \ he d id not 
mean it of any Defign of his own, but concerning 
' the feditious Affcmbiies of Mafons, Carpenters^ 
^Tylers, and Plai/lerers y who, being diftafted by the 
late Act of Parliament againft exceffive Wages of 

thofe 
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tbofe Trades, h*d given out many feditknis Speeches 
.and Menaces agataft the great Men, which tended 
much to Rebellion ; and yet the Duke of GIoh- 
xefter did not uie his Endeavour, as he ought to 
have done in his Place, to fupprefs fuch unlawful 
Afiemblies, fo that he feared the King and his 
good Subjeds muft have made a Field to withftand 
them ; to prevent which, he chiefly defired the 
Duke of Bedford to come over." The FaUhood 
of this Charge of the BHhop's againft the Mafons 
is fo fclf-evident, that it would be injuring the 
candid Reader to foggeft it in the leaft doubtful, 
except any can Imagine that the Lord-Mayor, 
Aldermen and Commons of London^ were the Ma- 
fons that he had decreed for Deftrudion. As he 
he had begun, fo he never abated of his Malice a* 
gainft the Duke of Glouctjler till he had accom- 
plilhed his Ruin ; but being too fenfible his A&ions 
were not to be juftified by the Laws of the Land, 
ht prevailed with the King, through the Intercef- 
fion of the Parliament, whom his Riches had made 
his Tools, to grant him Letters of Pardon for all 
Offences by bim committed, contrary to the Sta- 
tute of Prwiforsj and other Adts of Prawmiru 
Kive Years after this, he procured another Pardon 
under the Great-Seal for all Sorts of Crimes whatever^ 
from the Creation of the World to the 26th of 

J*ty> *437- 
JNot withstanding all the Cardinal's Pre- 

xautions, the Duke of Gioucejkr, in 1442, drew 
axp Ankles of Impeachment againft Mm, and pre- 
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fented them with his own Hands to the King, v de» 
firing that Judgment might pais upon him accord- 
ing to his Crimes : The King referred the Matter . 
to his Council, but they being moft ecclefiaftical 
Perfons, favoured the Cardinal : So that grown 
weary with their Delays and underhand Deal- 
ings, he dropt the Profccution, and the Cardinal . 
•cfcaped. 

The Wickednefe of his Life, and his mean, bale 
and unmanly Behaviour, in the Article of Death, 
will ever be a Bar againft any Vindication of him 
for the Good he did, or the Money he left behind 
him. When dytqg, he uttered thefe mean Ex- 
preflions ; Why fttould I dye that have fo much 
Wealth ? If the whole Kingdom would fave my 
Life, I am able by my Policy to get it, or by 
my Money to buy it. Will not Death be bribed, 
nor Money do any Thing i The inimitable 
Sbaiefpear, after giving a moft horrible Picture of 
Defpair, and a tortured Confcience, in the Perfon 
of the Cardinal, introduces King Henry to him 
-with thefe fharp and killing Words : 

Lord Cardinal, if thou thinVJi m Heaven* s B/tfs 9 
Lift up thy Hand, make Signal of that Hope. 

— He dies and makes no Sign. 

Hen. VI. Aft. 3. 

Sovereign Authority being veiled in the Duke 
of Gloucefter* as Prote&or of the Realm, the Exe- 
cution of the Laws, and all that related to the 
civil Magiftrate, centred in him % bad ii not been 

to, 
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lb, the Mafons bad certainly been raoft fcverely 
punifhed, as a Load of Infamy, and holding un- 
lawful Affemblies had been charged upon them, 
and a Law made agatnft them by the Btfhop of 
JPincbefltr % and his Creatures: Which however they 
never could get executed, as the Protefior well 
knew them not to be blameable, nor in any Re- 
fpeft Aggreflqrs, except in holding their Affemblies 
in the fame Jecret Manner they had done in all 
Ages, without meddling with any Affairs of civil 
Policy. 'As the Mafons were under the Lafh of aa 
Aft of Parliament, then recent in the Mind of 
every one, the Jiifliop very kindly transferred the 
Charge of Rebellion, Sedition and Treafon upon 
them, though it moft apparently appears, that him- 
felf and his Followers were the fir ft to difturb as 
well as to break the publick Peace, and kindle ^the 
Flames of civil Difcord, and whom no reafonable 
Conceftions could fatisfy 5 his Ambition being to 
furmount all others, both in Honour and Dignity, 
howfoever unworthily accomplifhed. 

The renowned Proteftor, Humphry >, Duke of 
Gloucefter^ our moft worthy and princely Brother, 
made King Henry a Mafon in the Year 1441, or 
*s fome think, 1442, and many Lords of the 
Court followed his Example, for at that Time he 
was greatly beloved of the King ; which encreafed 
the Cardinal of JVinchefter's Inveteracy fo much, 
that it was refolved to take away his Life. He ac- 
cordingly felt the firft fatal Blow of the Jefiroying 
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Angel, fent to punilh England, and extirpate 
Nobility. 

Th e Duke had ever been a brave Oppofer of all 
Things detrimental to the publick Good, and in* 
deed the only Man,' who by his Prudence, as wdi 
as the Authority of his Birth and Place, that hin- 
dered an abfolute fovereign Power from being veiled 
in the King's Perfon, which Inftance alone ena- 
bled Winchefter to gain over many, who on that 
Account only were wrought upon to concur in his 
Ruin ; though thereby they threw open the Flood- 
Gates, that over- whelmed them all in a Deluge of 
Blood. His Dutchefs had been convided for Sor- 
cery and Witchcraft, and afterwards charged with 
Treafon : She was put to publick Penance in Lon- 
don for three Days, with extraordinary Shame to 
her Perfon, and then imprifoned for Life. The 
Proteftor, being provoked with fuch repeated In- 
fults offered to his Wife, made a noble and ftout 
Reiiilance, to their moft abominable and fhamelefs 
Proceedings, which direfily brought on his own De- 
ftrudion. For on the fecond Day of the Seffions 
of Parliament, held at St. Edmundsbury y 1447, he 
was arretted for High-Treafon, and the next Day 
hafely and (hamefully murdered. Five of his Ser- 
vants, being condemned to be hanged, drawn and 
quartered, the Marquis of Suffolk, through a mean 
and pitiful Affi&ation of Popularity, brought them 
Pardons and faved their Lives, after they had been 
hanged, let down alive, ftripped naked, and marked 
with a Knife to he quartered. By a Pardon granted 
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1+ one of his Servants, may be feen the Pretence 
made Ufe of for committing the Murder ; that he 
Pms one of the many Traitors who came with the 
JXike of Glmcefttr to deftroy the King and Parlia- 
ment, and fet his Wife Eleanor at Liberty. 

So fell this great Prince, doubly murdered in h»$ 
Perfon and Reputation j his Death was univerfally 
lamented by the whole Kingdom, from whom he 
had long obtained, and well deferred the Sirname 
of Good 1 for he was a Lover of his Country, t a 
Friend to good Men, the Saviour of the Mafons, a 
Proteftor of the Learned, himfelf one, and fo great 
an Encourager of them, that he built the Divinity- 
Schools at Oxford^ and a publick Library there ; 
Works worthy of everlafting Memorial. His 
Opinions in Policy do him no lefs Honour ; 
his Judgment and Views concerning the French 
Dominions, were always thwarted and rendered 
abortive by the Bifliop of JVtncheJler^ and his Fac- 
tion, who would hear of nothing but Peace, 
though on the moll unworthy and abje& Terms, 
which ended in the Lofs of the whole Kingdom 
of France: To which the heroickand gallant Duke, 
nicely infifting on the Honour, Majefty and Glory 
of the Englijh Name, was a profefled Enemy* 
i His infernal Perfecutor, the hypocritical Bifliop, 
lived but two Months after him, and then went 
down to bis Place with all the Daggers of Divine 
Vengeance flicking in his Heart, as has already 
been related. The Memory of the Wicked (lull 
I rot, but the unjuftly Perfecuted fball be had in fweet 
I and everlafting Remembrance. 
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It has been already laid, that King Htnry vm 
made a Mafon, and by what follows, it will be 
found that he was very intent upon a thorough 
Knowledge of the Royal Art : And how doubtful 
foever this Event might appear to Dr. Plot, k h 
fupported with fuch undeniable Teftimonies, as wilt 
effectually overthrow all his Impoffibilities. No 
doubt but every Reader will feel fome Satisfa&ion 
in the Perufal of this antique Relation, though 
none more fo than the true and faithful Brother, 
on reading the glimmering Conje&ures of an un- 
enlightened Perfon, though a Philofopherof as great 
Merit and Penetration, as this Nation ever pro- 
duced, upon the fundamental Principles, Hiftory 
and Traditions of the Royal Art. 

A Letter from the learned Mr. John 
Locke to theRf. Hon. Thomas Earl 
of Pembroke* with an old Manufcript 
on the SubjeSiof Free-Masonry. 

My Lord, May 6, 1696. 

I Have at length, by the Help of Mr. Cellins, 
procured a Copy -of that M.S. in the Sedition 
Library, which you were fo curious to fee : And 
in Obedience to your Lordfhip's Commands, I here- 
with fend it to you. Moft of the Notes annex'd 
to it, are what I made Yefterday for the Reading 
of my Lady Masham, who is become fo fond of 
Mafonry, as to fay, that flic now more than ever 
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prUhes herfelf a Man, that toe night be capable 
of Admifllon into the Fraternity. 
. Th £ M. S. of which this is a Copy, appears to be 
about 160 Years old ; yet (as your Lordfliip wiH 
obfcrve by the Title) it is itfelf a Copy of one yet 
more ancient by about 100 Years: For the Original 
is faid to have been the Hand -writing of K. H. VI. 
Where that Prince had it is at prefent an Uncer- 
tainty : But it feems to me to be an Examination 
(taken perhaps before the King) of fome one of the 
Brotherhood of Masons ; among whom he en* 
tred bimfelf, as 'tis faid, when he came out of his 
Minority, and thenceforth put a Stop to a Perfec- 
tion that had been raifed againft them : But I muft 
not detain your Lordfliip longer by my Prefacp 
from the Thing itfelf. 

Cert ay ne §{ueftyons, wytb Awnfweres to the 
I fame, concerning the Myjlery of Ma- 
conrye - y writtene by the Hande ofKynge 
Henrye the Sixtbe of the Name, and 
faythfullye copyed by me ( 1 ) Joban Ley- 
lande Antiquarius, by the Commaunde of 
His (2) Highnejfe. 

*Tbey be as followeth : 

\\T H KT mote ytt be ? (3) 
.Jufw. VV Ytt bceththe6ty& of Nature, the 
I xinderftondyogc*of the mygbtt that ys bereynne, and 
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its fond 17c Werchjnges ; Jimfajycb t, the Skyfie of 
ReftenpigSy of Waightes, and Metyngts^ and the 
treu manere of Facmnyngt al thynges for Mannes 
Ufe, beadfye, Dwellynges, and Bttyfdyirges of alfe 
Kindes, and a! odher thynges that make Guide t6 
Manne. 

Qneft. Where dydytt begyne ? 

Anfw. Ytt dyd btgynne with the (4) Jyifle 
tnenne y n the Efte, why ch were before the (5 ) fFyrtk 
Manne of the Wefte, and cowynge Weftlye, yft 
hathe broughtc berwytb aBbCrarfortes to the wykie 
and ComfortkfTe. 

%ueft. Who dyd brynge ytt Weftjye ? 

Anfw. The (6) Venetians whoo beynge Gratt 
Merchaundts, coined ffyrfle ftrfroune the ERcym 
Venecia, ffbr the commodytye of Marchaundyfy»ge 
btlthe Efte and Wefte, bey the redde and MyddU- 
ItftdeSees. 

Queji. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ? 

Anfw. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, jouraey- 
edde ffbr kunnynge yn Egyptc, and yn Syria, and 
yn everyche Londe where* s the Venetians hadde 
plauntedde Ma^onrye, a*d Wynnyngi Entraunce yn 
al Lodges of Maconnes, he Icrncd rauche, and *e- 
tournedde, and waned yn Grecia Magna (8) wacb- 
fynge,. and becommynge a myghtye (9) Wyfencr^ 
and gratelyche renowned, and ber he framed a grate 
Lodge at Groton (10) and maked many Maconnes, 
fome whereofie dyd jouttieye yn Fraunce, and 
ftiaked manye Maconnes, wherefromme, yn Pitv- 
effe of Tyme, the Arte pafled ya Engetande. 
- 4 
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tyuifli Dot he Maconnes defcouer here Artes 
unto Odhers ? 

dnfw. Peter Gower whenne he joumeyedde 
to lernne^ was ffyrfte (u) made, and anonne ' 
techedde i evenne foe (hulde all odhers beyn. 
recht. Nathelefs (12) Maconnes hauethe ahveys 
yn everyche Tyme from Tyme to Tyme com- 
miinycatedde to Mannkynde foche of her Secrettes 
as generallyche myghte be ufefulle ; they haueth 
kcped backe foche alUin as fliylde be harmefulle yff 
they commed yn euylle Haimdes, oder foche as ne 
myghte be boipynge wythoutea the Techynges to be. 
joynedde herwythe in the Lodge, oder foche as do 
byade the Fnru more Jftronplyche togeder, bey 
the Proffytte, and commodytyt comynge to the 
Caafrtrii herfromnie. 

H&eft* Whatte Artes haueth the Maconnes 
techedde Mankynde? 

Jnfw. The Arts (13) Agricultura, 

A,R CHITE C,T. U R A, A 8 T RONOM I A, 
G'EOMETRIA, Nu MERES, MUSICA, 

Poisii, Kymi&trye, Govern- 
ment e, and Relygyonne, 

Shuft* Howe commethe Maconnes more 
teachers than odher Menne ? 
' Anfw. The btmfelfe haueth allein in (14) Arte 
of fyndynge neue Artes, whyche Art the ffyrfte 
Maconnes receaued from Godde ; by the whyche 
they fyndethe whatte,Artes hem plefethe, and the 
treu Way of techynge the fame. Whatt odher 
L 3 , Menne 
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Mcnnc doethc ffynde out, ys mtlycht bey chaunce^ 
and herfbre but lytel I tro. 

<$ueJ1. Whatt dothc the Maconnes concele, 
and hyde ? 

Anfw. They concelethc the Art of ffyndynge j 
neue Artes, and thattys for here own ProfFytte, 
and (15) Preife : They concelcthe the Art of 
kepynge (16) Secrettcs, than foe the Worlde 
mayeth nothinge concele from them. Thay con- 
celethe the Art of Wunderwerckynge^ and of fore 
fayinge thynges to comme, thatt fo thay fame Artes 
may not be ufedde of the wyckedde to an euylle* 
Ende ; thay alfb concelethe the (17) Arte of 
chaunges, thtfVey of Wynnygnge theFacultye (18) 
of Mrec 9 the Skylle of becommynge gude and 
parfyghte wythouten the Holpynges of Fere, and ' 
Hope ; and the Univer&lle (19) Longage of Ma- 
connes. 

Queft. Wylle he teche me thay fame Artes? 

Anfw. Ye Ihalle be techedde yff ye be werthye, 
and able to lerne. 

Queft. Dot he alle Maconnes kume more then 
odher Menne? 

Anfw, Not fo. Thay onlyche haaeth ncbt^ 
and Occofyonne more then odher Menne to kunne, 
butt many dceth fale yn Capacity, and manye 
more doth want induftrye, thatt ys Perntctffaryt 
for the gaynynge all Kunnynge. . 

<j>heft. Are Maconnes gudder Menne then 
•dhers> ? 

Anfw. 
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Jnfw. Some Macconnes are not fo Vertuous as 
•fbirie other Menne ; but yn the mofte Parte, thay 
be more gude then thay woulde be yf thay war 
not Maconnes. 

§>ueft. Doth Maconnes love eichher odher 
niyghtylyeas beeth fayde ? 1 

Anpio. Ye a verylyche, and yt may not odher- 
wife be : For gude Menne, and true, kennynge 
eidher odher to be foche, doeth always love the 
more as thay be more Gud$. 

Here endethe the ^ue/lyennes, and Awnfweres. 

(1) J OHN Ldande war appointed by King 
Henry VIII. at the Diffolution of Mon ast e R i b s, 
to fearch for, and fave fuch Books and Records as 
were valuable among them. He was a Man of 
great Labour and Induftry. 

(2) His Higbmfsy meaning the faid King 
Henry VIII. Our Kings had. not then the 
Title of Majefty. 

(3) What mote ytt be? That is, what may 
tbisMyftery of Mason r y be I — The Anfwer'im- 
ports, that it confifts in natural, mathematical, and 
mechanical Knowledge. Some Part of which (as 
■appears by what follows) the Mafons pretend to 
have taught the reft of Mankind, and fome Pare 
they ftill conceal. 

(4) (5) Fyrfte menne yn the EJle, &c. It fhould 
feem by this that Masons believe there were 
Men in the Eajl before Adam, who is called the 
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fyrfie Afernne Q f the Wefte * and that Arts, and 
Sciences began in the Ea/t. Some Authors of 
great Note for Learning have been of the fame 
Opinion ; and it is certain, that Europe and Africa 
(which in refpeA to Jfi a% may be called weftern 
Countries) were wild and favage, long after Arts 
and Politenefs of Manners were in great Perfection 
in Chin/a, and the Indies. E. R. w. M. W. w. s. w. 

(6) The Venetians^ &c. In the Times of 
Monkifh Ignorance 'tis no Wonder that the Pbe- 
nutans fliould be miftaken for the Venetians. Or, 
perhaps* if the People were not taken one for the 
other, Similitude of Sound might deceive the Clerk 
who fir ft took down the Examination. The Phe* 
niciaus were the greateft Voyagers among the An- 
cients, and were in Europe thought to be the In- 
ventors of Letters, which perhaps they brought 
from the Eaft with other Arts. 

(?) PETER Gower. This muft be another 
Miftake of the Writer. I was puzzled at fir ft to 
guefi who Peter Gower fhould be, the Name 
being perfefHy Englifif j or how a Greek ihould 
come by fuch a Name : But as foon as I thought 
of Pythagoras, I could fcarce forbear fmiling, 
to find that Philosopher had undergone a 
MetemPSycosIs he never dreamt of. We 
need only confider the French Pronunciation of 
his Name Pythagore, that is, Petagore, 
to conceive how eafily fuch a Miftake might be 
made by an unlearned Clerk. That Pythago- 
ras travelled for Knowledge into Egypt, 
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is known to all the learned, and that be was initi- 
ated into feyeral different Orders of Priests* 
who in thofe Days kept.ajl their Learning fecret 
from the Vulgar, is as well known. Pytha- 
goras alfo, made every Geometrical The- 
orem a Secret, and admitted only ftich to the 
Knowledge of them, as had firft undergone a five 
Years Silence. He is fuppofed. to be the Inventor 
of the XL VII, of the firft Book of Euc WD, for 
which in the Joy of his Heart ; 'tis faid he fa~ 
$rificed a Hecatomb. He alfo knew the true 
Syftem of the World, lately revived by Coper* 
Kjcus ; and was certjynly a moft wonderful Man* 
See his Life by Dion. Ha l. 

(8) Gre cia Mtgna. A P*rt of holy formerly 
fo called, in which the Grnks had fettled a large 
Colony. 

(9) Wyseacre. This Word at prefent fig- 
nities Simpleton, but formerly had a quite con> 
trary Meaning. Wtifager in the old Saxok, is 
Philosopher, Wifeman, or Wizard 5 and havr 
ing been-frequently ufed ironically, at length came 
to have a direft Meaning in the ironical Senfe* 
Thus Duns Scot us, a Man famed for the Sub- 
tilry ami Acutenefsof his Underftanding, has by the 
fame Method of Irony, given a general Name to 
modern Dunces. 

(10) Groton. Groton is the Name of a 
Place in England. The Place here meant is 
Chqtopa aCity of Grecia Magna, which 

L J . " in. 
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in the Time of Pythagoras was very popu- 
lous. 

(it) Fyrste made. The Word made I 
Aippofe has a particular Meaning among, the Ma* 
sons, perhaps it fignifies, initiated. 

(12) Maconnes hautth communycauddt, &c. 
This Paragraph hath fomething remarkable 
in it. It contains a Juftification of the Secrecy fo 
much boafted of by Masons, and fo much blamed 
by others 5 aflerting that they have in all Ages 
difcovered fuch Things as might be ufeful, and tha| 
they conceal fuch only as would be hurtful either 
to the World or themfelves. What thefe Secrets 
are, we fee afterwards. 

(13) Thk Arts. Agricultura, tic. It 
Items a bold Pretence, this, of the Masons, 
that they have taught Mankind all thefe Arts* 
They have -their own Authority for it ; and I 
know not how we {hall difprove them. But what 
appears moft odd is, that they reckon Religion a~ 
mong the Arts. 

(14) Arte of ffynding note Artes. The Art of 
inventing Arts, muft certainly be a moft ufeful 
Art. My Lord Bacon's Novum Organ um, 
is an Attempt towards fomewhat of the fame 
Kind. But I much doubt, that. if ever the Ma* 
sons had it, they have now loft it ; fince fo few 
new Arts have been lately invented, and fo many 
are wanted. The Ins a I have of fuch an Art is, 
that it muft be fomething proper to be applyed in 
all the Sciences generally, as Algebra is in 

Numbers* 
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Numbers, by the Help of which new Rules of 
Arithmctick ire and may be found. 

(15) Pfc El se. ft feems the Masons have gredt 
Regard to the Reputation as well as the Profit of 
their Order ; ft nee they make it one Rcafon for not 
divulging an Art in common, that it may do 
Honour to the Poffeflbrs of it. I think in this 
Particular they fliew too much Regard for thefr 
own Society, and too little for the reft of Man- 
kind. 

(16) Arte of kepynge Secnttes. What Kind 
of an Art this is I can by no Means imagine. But 
certainly fuch an Art the Masons muft have: 
'For though, as fome People fuppofe, they fhould 
have no Secret at all ; even that muft be a Secret 
which being difcovered would expofe them to the 
higheft Ridicule : And therefore it requires the 
utmoft Caution to conceal it. 

(17) Arte of'Chaunger. I know not what 
this means, unlefs it be the Tranfmutation of" 
Metals. 

(18) FacultYE of Abr6c\ Here I am ut- 
terly in the Darfc. 

' (19) Universelle Lcngage of Maconms. An 
univerfal Language has been much defired by the 
learned of many Ages. 'TisaThing ra\herto be 
wiftied.than hoped for. But.it feems the Masons 
pretend to have fuch a Thing among them. If it 
be true, I guefe it muft be fomething like the Lan- 
guage of the Pantomimes among the ancient 
Romans, who are faid to be able, by Signs only, 
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to exprifs and deliver any Oration intelligibly to 
Men of all Nations, and Languages. A Man 
who has aU thefe Arts and Advantages^ is certainly 
in a Condition to be envied : But we are told, that 
this is not the Cafe with all Masons ; for though 
tbefe Arts are among them, and all have a Right 
and an Opportunity to know them, yet forae want 
Capacity, and others Induftry to acquire them. 
However, of all. their Arts, and Secrets, tha,t 
which I mod defire to know is^The Skylle of b+- 
**Qtnmy*g e P**' parfygbU V and! wifh it were 
communicated to all Mankind, fince there is no- 
thing more true than the beautiful Sentence conr 
tained in the bft Anfwer, " That the better Men 
are, the more they love one another." Virtue 
having in itfelf fomething fo amiable as to chaim 
the Hearts of all that behold it. 

I know not what Effeft the Sight of this old 
Paper may have upon your Lordship $ but for 
my own Part I cannot deny, that it has lb much 
r^ifed my Curiofity, as to induce me to enter my* 
fclf into the Fraternity, which I am determined 
to do (if I may be admitted) the next Time I g« 
to London, arid that will be fljortly. 

I am, my Lord, 

Yeur Lerdjhitfs mojl obedient^ 

Andmoft humble Servant y 

John Lock i. 
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A GLOSSARY to explain the 
Words in Italick Characters 

in the foregoing. N 

ALLElN y only Myghte 9 Power 

AlwyS) always Occofyoune, Opportunity 
Reithe* both Oder, or 

CommKfytye^Convtnietkcy Ontlycht* only , 
Confrerie 9 Fraternity Perneceffbrye^ abfolutely 
Factnnyngey forming neceflary 
fort faying*, prophccying Preife* Honour 
Frens, Brethren Rtc ht 9 Right 

Headlye* chiefly Rcckenyngs, Numbers 

HtmpUfetbe % they plcafe Sonderiycbe, particularly 
Htfrtftlfe 9 themfelves Skylle, Knowledge 
Htrl there, their Wackfynge, growing 

Htrtymt^ therein Wtrck* Operation 

Htrwyth* with it Wey* Way 

Jidfynge, beneficial, lVhereas % where 
Kunne 9 know Woned y dwelt 

Kunnyngt, Knowledge lVundtrweriynge 9 work* 
Mate Guide, are benefi- ing Miracles 
cial Wyldiy favage 

MetyngiSj Meafures Wynnynge, gaining 
Matt % may Tnn % into 

Myddhlondc) Mediterra- 
nean 

From 

Digitized by G.oogle 



230 The History^ 



From all that has been faid, it will appear be- 
yond Doubt, that Dr. Plot's Charge againft the Ma* 
Tons was principally of his own Invention, as every 
Thing that he has advanced, touching theFaHtiood, 
or Incoherency of their Hiftory, either has not the 
leaft Probability of Truth, and which he muft, 
with Defign, have mif- represented ; or what he 
could not by any Means perfectly know to be true : 
And if every Part of his Hiftory is no better found- 
ed than this, a greater Impofition was never offered 
to Mankind, under fo fancYrfied and fleck a Garb : 
He cither wanted the Ability, or was too indolent 
to make a nice Scrutiny into the Hiftory of his own 
Country ; for what he offers at, feems rather to be 
what he wifhed, than what could be proved from 
Fads. The barbarous A ge, that his Ignorance calls 
the Time of St. Alban^ was, in every Refped, the 
Reverfe. The great Probability, nay, Certainty, 
of his being a Surveyor over Works, when Thou- 
fands of Workmen were employed, and he the 
moft capable of the Service, is moft obvious. The 
Story of the Cloak and Tutor, though the Doctor, 
and his judicious Perfons, might think St. Cloak ant! 
St. Jmphibalus to be the very fame ; yet here the 
Current runs ftrongly againft them, what Affinity 
foever they might fuggeft to be between the one and 
the other: Indeed none other than feme ofDr.P/^'s 
Barbarians could poffibly have dedicated a Cathedral 
Church to a Cloak, within a few Years of the Death 

of 
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of St. Jlban's Tutor, when there muft have bcea 
great Numbers of Chriftians alive, who perfonally 
knew him. 

, The Hiftory of Prince Edwin is fufficiently 
cleared up, to {hew the Do&or a mean Follower of 
the legendary Writers, and to have carefully gleaned 
up every little Circumftance that his Malice could 
furnifh him with againft the Mafons, who it feems 
merited his higheft Difpleafure. Whether the Ma- 
fons were concerned in any feditious Pradices, or 
Henry VI. and his Council fliould fee and procure, 
or approve the Charges and Manners, or himfelf 
and many Nobles of his Court fliould have been 
made Mafons, muft be refted upon what has al- 
ready been offered : And as the Dodor thinks the 
laft Event the moft improbable Circumftance of all, 
the Mafons will readily give up all the Dodoes Con- 
jectures for indubitable Truths upon the Proof of 
this being falfe. 

The Do&or did not intend to leave the Mafong 
to enjoy their Falfehoods quietly, or to leave them 
in the Midft of their Errors, but to bring them to 
open Shame and PunHhment 5 not for their fabu- 
lous Hiftory, but for their wicked and fecret Prac- 
tices ; for, fays he, it isjiill to be feared thefe Chap* 
ters rf Free-Mafons do as much Mi/chief as before* 
which if one may ejiimate by the Penalty , was anci- 
ently fo greats that perhaps it might be ufefnl to exa- 
mine them now : Such was this chriftian Dodtort 
Candour and Charity, fuch his Dcteftation of Per- 
fection ; 
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fecutfon : But it muff be remembered that he wrote 
at a Time, when it was firfhionaMe to decry any 
% Thing that looked like a fecret AiTembly, left 
Matters, difagreeable to fbme, might there be 
canvafed ; when their Liberty and Religion were 
both openly attacked by the Government, and the 
Dodor more a Man of Mode than to cut his Coat 
contrary to the Court-Falhion. All the Do&or's 
laboured Ohje&ions to the Mafons being ob- 
viated and (hewn to be falfe and groundless ; it 
may be inferred, that no Perfons, howfoever emi- 
nent in Quality, needed to difdain the Fellowihip 
of Mafcns, on Account of its high Antiquity and 
Honour, As Siaffardjhire did then, fo does it now ^ 
furniih us with fome of as great Name as ever 
graced the Annals of Mafonry. 

It will, perhaps, be deemed uncharitable to fur* 
mife, that any of thofe eminent and great Perfons, 
that Do£tor Plot fays were Mafons, encouraged him 
in his Work j yet it too clearly appears, that either 
they did not, or that he rewarded them in the fame 
grateful Manner he had done his Matter jfJbmoU. 
.Thofe whom he has mentioned as the Promoters of 
his Undertaking, without any Difrefpcft to their 
Names be it fa id v he has fo fhamcfully flattered, 
and laid his Daubing on fo thick, that nothing but 
his own Words can influence the Reader to think 
that a Man of fuch Efteern among the Learned, 
and who parted for a Man of real Learning hirn&if, 1 
could be capable of it. He calls tte&b in&nicus 

and 
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and every Way accompli/bed ; the feverefy inquifitive 
and worjhipful j my tritely noble Patron, the right 
worjhipful j the virtuous and moft accomplijhed Lady ; 
the mojf hopeful and inquifitive young Gentleman^ and 
his virtuous Sifter^ Mrs. Anne i the fair Lady of 
Lyfwis : And to crown the whole, fays of a Lady, 
that Ibe had a mo/I exquifite Sagacity and perfpicaci~. 
ous In fight into the mojt hidden Reeejfes of Nature* 
Yet it were well, had this adulating Faculty been 
the only Fault of the Do&or, for he appears to be 
, the greateft Believer, where the Matter he handles 
is beyond all Credibility : He relates with firm Affi- 
ance the mod aftonifliing Stories > and none with 
greater Bitternefs than thofe of Witches and 
Wizards, againft whom be fhews as much, if not 
more Gall than againft the Mafons : The good 
Wives and Colliers in Staffordftnre were his prin- 
cipal Informers. He tells with great Faith of the 
Mufkk of a Pack of Hounds in the Air, a heavenly 
Concert, the raining not only of Rats, Mice and 
I\rogs, but of Wool, Iron, Tiles, Bricks, and great 
Stones * y with innumerable other unaccountable, 
unnatural and incredible Relations, picked out of va- 
rious Authors, and of various Countries, to buttrefs 
up what he met with of the fame Kind in Stafford* 
Jbire. The Hiftory of the Whiftlers, and in parti* 
cular of IVilliam Crefwell, the Whiftler of RtgeJey* 
Apprentice to Anthony Bannijier 5 the Story of 

Mary 

* Nat. Hift. Staff, p. 14, 22, 23, 24. 
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Mary Woodward, of Hardwick ; of the black Mecr 
of Morridge, told him with Admiration by every 
Body at Letk j John Duncalf* and his Bible ; and 
Captain BaJU Woody are verily moft marvelous Re- 
lations, and favour To ftropgly of Truth, that it 
will be quite needleft to entertain the Reader with 
them, and efpecially as they have been tranfplanted 
by the ingenious Mr. Robert Burton^ in thofe ex- 
traordinary Books, called Wonderful Events, the 
Hiftory of Witches, and the Kingdom of Dark- 
nefs. However, Dajbfitldy the aftonifliing Col- 
lier of fVtdnesbury, muft not fo be paffed over ; the 
DoAor fays he was told, " That this fame Collier 
being fearching for Coal in fomeold Hollows, and 
wanting Air, repaired to an old Shaft that had 
been filled up fome Years before, where loofning 
feme Earth at the Bottom, in Hopes it would crack 
to the Top, and give him Air, it fo fuddenly coped 
down upon him, that being environed on all 
Sides with it, he could not return, infomuch that 
the People concluded him fmothered : But while 
they were debating how to gefhim out, he, by the 
Help of his MaundtUl, by Degrees fo wrought a- 
way the Earth over Head, and getting it under his 
Feet, fo raifed himfelf higher and higher, that at 
length he came out above Ground, fafe and found, 
having worked thus upwards, at leaft twenty-feven 
Feet in an Hour's Time : Which even the People 
there abouts, who underftand the fe Works, look up- 
on 
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on to this Day as To ftrangc a Performance, that the 
Man (now living) is ftill called Witch Dajhfield*? 

A Pofition of the Doctor's, concerning Water- 
Spouts, is thus advanced: Inthefe Spouts, together with 
the Water 1 the Ftjh, many Times in the Sea thereabouts 
are lifted up, which fometimes being carried by the Winds 
over Land be/ore their Fall, has often occafioned the 
wonderful raining' of Fijh ; as it did Whitings at 
Stanfted, in the Pari/b of Wrotham, in Kent, in 
1666 ; and Herrings in the South of Scotland, in 
1684, as his moft J acred Mojefly King James II. mofl 
judicioufy determined the Problem f there. How this 
Problem was determined is not difcernable, with- 
out the Water-Spout does it 5 but as a refpe<fta- 
ble Perfon is here drawn in to vouch for the 
Doftor, it can give no Offence to fay, that there 
never has been any Whiting or Herring Rains 
fince. For the Perfon laft mentioned it was that 
the Doctor wrote, and feems to have no Opinions 
but what were refle&ed from the Crown : He 
turns Tail of all his Stafford/hire Supporters, by 
telling the Publick, that he appeals only to the Royal 
Judgment^ and therefore foall little value what other 
Aien think j but chidrfulby acquiefce in his Majefy's 
Dccifion %. 

Finally, be it far from a Mafon to detra£t 
from any Man's real Worth, or endeavour to 
j blertifli 

* Nfet. Hift. Staff, p. 284, 288, 291, 304, 305, 306, 
329/ . t Ibid. p. 249, 250. % Dedication /• 
Kijfg James. 
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blemtfh what i& praife-worthy and mferkoriou$ in 
any Man's Copdud or Writings, though fomc 
Parts may be dappled with FaUhood or Error ; 
and therefore with allowing all due Praife to his 
literary A equations, in which it njuft be con* 
fefled he took great Pains ; yet is it moft cer- 
tain, a Man of lefs Judgment, and more Cre- 
dulity never lived' than Dr. PhU 
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HIS EXCELENCY 
The Moll Reverend and Right Honourable 

Henry, Count de Bruhl, 

Count of the Holy Roman Empire, Lord of Forft 
and Pfortbm, of Grocwiz, Rabnifdorff, Bircktn, 
Peflerw'tZy &c. Firft Minuter of State and the 
Cabinet, Privy -Councellor, General of Foot, 
Lord-Chamberlain, Prefhient of the Chamber 
of Finances and the Mines, and Dire&or gene- 
ral of the Excife and Cuftoms of his Majefty 
the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, Cap- 
tain of the Saxon Body-Guard in Poland, Co- 
lonel of a Regiment of Foot, Provoft of the 
Chapter of Boudiffin, Canon of the Cathedral 
Church of Mtijpm, Knight of the Order of 
the White Eagle, St. Andrgw y the Black Eagle, 
and St. Alexander Ntwfky, &c. &c. 

My lord, 

IF the Liberty which I take j 
in dedicating this little Work 
to a Nobleman of fuch exalted 

Under- 

Digitized by Google 



Dedication* 



Underftanding as your Excel- 
lency, was not ballanced oy the 
Confidence I have of you* re- 1 ' 
ceiving it with your accuftomed 
Goodnefs and Candour, I fhould 
never have been fo bold to un- 
dertake it. 

Of all Societies, , ancient or 
modern, the moft worthy and 
refpedable, is the Order of Free- 
Mafons, which Society has been 
rendered very famous, arid fpread 
themfelves with inconceivable 
Celerity into every Corner of 
the World, where Arts and 
Learning have found a Name. 
But their Worth has, aMb, raifed 
them up many Enemies, who are 
the lefs to be pardoned, the 
only Motive of their intemperate 
Rancour, is their Ignorance. 

Having 
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Having the Happinefs to be in- 
itiated into the Secrets of a Society 
fo illuftrious, I think it my Duty, 
publickly to make known my Zeal 
and Ardour, for every Thing that 
can be either for their Defence or 
Glory ; and feeking for a Protec- 
tor, under whole aufpicious Pa- 
tronage I might flieker thefe Re- 
flexions, I knew none better ac- 
quainted with the Juftice of the 
Caufe I had to defend, or more 
able and willing to fupport the 
fame, than your Excellency > y whofe 
good Principles, Love of Juftice, 
and Knowledge of Things Hu- 
man and Divine, attradt the Ad- 
miration and publick Praife of all 
Europe. 

I have thence prefumedto em- 
bellifh thefe Refle&ions with your 
M Excel- 
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Excellency's illuftrious Nafife ; 
and (hall efteem it my greateft 
Happinefs, if it is thought worthy 
of your Perufel ; nor leis will be 
my Satisfaction, for the Regard 
that your Excellency hasftiewn for 
the Merits of the Caufe, and the 
approving my Zeal for the Frater- 
nity. The honouring this little 
Work with any Degree of Favour 
will be granting the utmoft of my 
Willies: "lis that I moft humbly 
intreat of your Excellency, and 
keg your kind Permiflion s to give 
me Leave to fay, that I am, with 
the greateft Refped, 

Tour Excellency's mojt humble, 
Mojl obedient and devoted Servant^ 

The Author. 

AN 
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j, HE Free and Accepted Mafons, fo 
famous, in our Times, are a Society of 
Men of all Ages, Conditions, Reli- 
gions and Countries, who have ever 
been fuch Lovers of Virtue, as al- 
ways to feek, and never betray it ; and yet happier 
in feeing thofe amiable Ends, conftantly praftifed 
by all that are true and faithful From hence it 
is, that they are united by the moft indiflbluble 
Tyes of brotherly Affefiion, and inftru&ed with 
Unanimity to afpirc after that which makes their 
Lives happy, by uniting the Profit and the Good 
of Mankind. However refplendent this Pi&ure 
of the Fraternity may appear at fir ft View, th* 
M % Coloiirin 
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Colouring yet very much falls fliort of the Ori- 
ginal; and, more fo, as thtfe Qualifications Jiave ex- 
pofed chero to* many unjuft and cruel Perfections, 
under various Pretences, very falfe in themfelyes* 
as the Reafonof fuch yexatious Troubles proceed 
/rom imaginary and groundlefs Stories prcgagated a.- 
mongthe Vulgar. It is the Right of the unjuftly 
perfecuted to complain, and to wifti for Redraft, 
It js a Tojcen of real Goodnefs,and Virtue to bear 
the Scourge of ignorant and miftaken Zealots^ ^vitb 
fuch becoming Fortitude and Patience, as will at 
length prevail. By thus magnanimoufly bearing 
undeferved Reproach, they are fure at Jeaft of the 
hearty good JViJhes of. all that are true and faithful 
throughout the World. 

The States-General of the United Provinces 
were the firft among the Powers of Europe* who 
took Notice of the Free-Mafons % for finding that 
they .held their Chapters or Congregations in aJmoft 
every Town under their ^Government, they began 
to be exceedingly alarmed, as it was judged im- 
poffibicehat Architecture could be the only Motive of 
holding fuch Affemblies v Under this Pexfuafion 
the States publifted art Edict, in the Year 1735, 
- in which they ordained, that, thdugh they had not 
dif covered any Thing in the Behaviour cr Pra&ices of 
the Fraternity, contrary to the Peace of the Repub- 
lic k, or to the Duty of good Subject, they were re- 
fohed neverthelcfs to prevent any bad Confequences 
that might enfue y that the Congregations y Affemblies^ 
or Lodges of the Tree- Ma font jhotdd be intirety ahh 

UJhed 
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tjtid. Far from blaming the Conduct of thefe 
^ifc Republicans, ft will be found to accord with' 
the Policy of their Government, ever remarkably 
fcfpicious of all new or fecret Affemblies ; befide<v 
at that Time they knew no better, for they had 
not 3 clear and diftinS Knowledge of the harmlefs 
Nature, and of the End and Defign of the Fra- 
ternity } which, at the Time this happened, were 
holding their Lodges under the Sandtion of the 
Grand-Mafterof England, and were rapidly fpread- 
ing all over Burcpe^ under the fame great Autho- 
rity 5 which procured them Peaceand an honourable 
Reception, where otherwife they ihould not have 
found it. The States- General having fince experi - 
enced the good Behaviour of the Fraternity, and ac- 
quainted themfelves with the Charges, Laws- ami 
effential Ufages of that illuftrious Body, do not 
only permit arvy of their Subjects to become of the 
Craft, but alfo countenance, encourage and pro- 
tect the Lodges in the Cities and Towns of the 
Republick. 

' FRANCE, in the Year 1737, followed the 
Example of Holland ; though many of the greateft 
Perfonages in that Kingdom had defended the 
irodges of Mafons, and interefted the Court in 
their Behalf, yet they were decreed to the fame Fate 
as in the United Provinces, by Reafon, that under 
the Pretence of the inviolable Secrets of their Order 
they might cover feme dangerous DejSgn, which might 
in the End he to the Difadvantage not only of Religion* 
but of the Kingdom 9 s Peace. But thefe Days have 
M 3 been. 
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been. At this Time there are none fo fcrupijv 
lous,, in Regard to Mafonry, as they were fome 
Years ago. It is known that the Prince of C*nti> 
that rlluftrious Hero, glories in having been made a. 
Mafon ; and that he fometimes lays afide his war- 
like Habiliments, fo wear the honeft and humble 
Apron, and work with furpriziog Diligence and 
Afliduity in carrying on the grand Defign. 

The Per fecuf ions the Free- Mafon* have un- 
dergone at Vienna, Might have paft mnotSced, s» 
ir was occafioned by the Jealousy of Tome Indies 
{belonging to the Court ; who having endeavoured 
by various artful and crafty Dcvice$ r ta#*t fome 
of their Tools and Agents into many of the 
Lodges, though without any Efiflft * then tjwy 
attempted to en flame the Mind of the Emprefo- 
Qneen againft the Fraternity, and carried it fo far 
with fchatPrincefe, as to get anOrder for furprizing 
them all ia their Lodges, to revenge themfelves in 
as open a Manner as pofllbje, for fome Aflront» 
they imagined had been given them by the Frater- 
nity. But the Succefs of their Undertaking did 
not by any Means anfwer the Intentions of their 
Diligence and Induftry, for no lefs a Perfon than: 
His Imperial Majesty, the firft Mafon in 
Europe, inftantly put a Stop to all their Proceed- 
ings, and declared himfclf ready to anfwer for their 
Conduft, and to redrefs any Plea that could be 
alledged againft them ; but that the Ladies or the* 
Abettors muft find fome better Foundation for 
Complaint, before he dould enter into the Merits 
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of the Caufe, as what had already appeared was 
only Falfhood and Mifrepfefentation, 

The Court of Rome, inftigated by the Impofi- 
lions of evil-minded Pcrfons, poured but its Bulls 
and Decrees againft the Mafons, whereby they 
were condemned in a more fevere and tyrannical 
Manner, the peculiar Chara&eriflick of thelnquifu 
tion, than they had ever yet undergone in any Na* 
tion, and that without the leaft Foundation for fuch 
Proceedings, his Holinefe being utterly ignorant of 
what was fa xealoufty to be interdi&cd. The 
Words of the fatd Bull, with .the Edia and De- 
cree which followed wiH? bc& depiSmpe the im- 
pure Fountain they fprang from. 

¥he Condemnation, of the Society or Con* 
yenticles De Libcri Muratori, or of the 
. Frte~Mafon$, wder the penalty ipfo 
Fa€to Excommunication, the Abjbhuion 
from which is referred to the Pope alone > 
; except at the Taint of Death. 

Clement Bijhop, Servant of the Servants of 
. God, to all the faithful of Chrift, Health, 
and Apoftoligal benediction. 

PLACED (unworthy as we zxt) by the 
Difpofal of the divine Clemency, in the 
eminent Watch-Tower of the Apoftlefhip, we are 
ever folicitoufly intent, agreeable to the Truft of 
M 4 the 



Digitized by 



H% 7 be H rs.To R' y 4^ 

the Pafloral Providence repofed in us, by obfbu*- 
ting the Paffages of Error and Vice, to preferva 
more efpecially rile Integrity of Orthodox Rcli* 
gion, and to repel, in tbcfe difficult Times, all 
Dangers of Trouble from the whol* CathoBcfc 
World. 

It Has come to our Knowledge* even from pub- 
lic k Report, that certain Societies, Companies* 
Meetings Aifemblies, Club, or Conventicles, 
commonly called De Lihiri Mur*tori> or /hr> 
Mafia*, or by whatsoever .other Nad&e the feme 
in different Languages are djfiiaguiibed, fpread for 
a*d wide, and are ewy Day inereafing • in 
which Perfons, of whatever Religion or Soft, con- 
tented with i Kind of an affe&ed Shewof natural 
Honefly, confederate together in a clofe and in* 
fcru table Bond, according ta Laws and Orders 
agreed upon between them 5, which likewise, with 
private Ceremonies* they enjoin Mid bind- them* 
itlves, as weM by ftrift Oath taken on the Bible, 
as by the Imprecation of heavy Punilbments, to 
preferve with inviolable Secrecy. 

We therefore revolving in our Mind the great 
Mifchiefs which generally accrue from this Kind 
of Societies or Conventicles, not only to the tem- 
poral Tranquillity of the State,, but to the fpirkuai 
Health of Souls : And that therefore they are nei- 
ther confident with civil nor canonical Sandions 
fince we are taught by the divine Word to watch, 
like a faithful Servant, Night and Day $ left this 
Sort of Men break as Thieves into the Houfc, and 

lit* 
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Ifte 'Foxes endeavour to root up the Vineyard ; left 
they fhould pervert the Hearts of the Simple, and 
privity Ihoot at the Innocent : That we might ftop 
lip the broad Way, which from thence would be 
tod open fo#the Perpetration of »their Wickednefs 
with Impunity, and for other juft ' and reafonable 
Caufes to us known, have by the Advice of fome 
of our venerable Brethren of the Roman Ghurch r 
the Cardinals, and of our own mere Motion,, and 
from our certain Knowledge and mature Delibera- 
tion, by the Plenitude of the Apofrolical Power T 
appointed and decreed to be condemned, and pro- 
hibited, and by this our prefent ever- valid Confti- 
tutrotv we do condemn and prohibit the fame So- 
cieties, Companies, Meetings, Aflemblies, Clubs, 
or Conventicles, De Liberi Murator'r, or Free-' 
Mafons, or by whatever other Name they are di- 
ftinguiihed. 

• Wherefore all and Angular the Faithful in, 
Qbrtfis of whatever State, Degree, Condition, Or- 
der, Dignity, and Pre-eminence,, whether Laity or- 
Clergy, as well Seculars as Regulars, worthy all of 
exprefs Mention and Enumeration, we ftri£t]y r 
and in Virtue of holy Obedience, command that 
no one, under any Pretext or Colour, dare or pre- 
sume the aforefaid Societies De Liberi Muratori, or 
Free-Mafon$ 9 ot by whatever other Manner diftin- 
guifted, to enter into, promote,, favour, admit, or 
conceal in his or their Houfes,, or elfewhere, or be 
Emitted Members of, erbe prefent with the^fame, 
er be- any wife aiding and aflifting towards their 

• • M 5 meeting 
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meetuig in any Place ; or to admittifter any Tbiipg 
to them, or in any Manner publtckly or privately* 
dire&Iy or indirectly* by themfelvesor others* a£- 
• ford them Counfel, Help, or Favour * or advtfc* 
induce, provoke, or per&ade others teffce admitted 
into, joined, or beprefent with this Kind of Socie- 
ties, or in any Manner aid and promote them:- 
But that they ought by all Means to abftain froitt 
the faid Societies, Companies, Meetings, Aflera- 
blies, Clubs, or Conventicles* under the Penalty 
of all that aft contrary thereto incurring Excom- 
munication if Jo Fa&% without any other Declara- 
tion ; from which no one can obtain the Benefit o£ 
Abfolution from any other but us, or the Romam 
Pontiff for the Time being, except at the Point of 
Death. 

We will moreover and command, That as welt 
Bifhops and fuperior Prelates, and other Ordinaries* 
«f particular Places, as the Inquifitors of heretical. 
Pravity univerfally deputed, of what State, Degree, 
Condition, Order* Dignity, or Pre-eminence fo- 
ever, proceed and inquire* and reftrain and eoerce 
the fame as vehemently fufpefied of Be*tfy, with* 
condign Punifhipent : For to them and each of 
,tbem,. we hereby give and impart free Power of 
proceeding* inquiring againft, and of coercing and 
retraining with condign. PunKhments the fame 
Tranfgreflbrsy and of calling in, if it fbfcll be ne- 
ceffary, the Help of the Secular Arm : An* we 
will that printed Copies of thefe Prefents, figned* 
by fome Notary Publick, and confirmed by the 
3 Seal: 
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&al of fome Perfon of Ecclefiaftical Dignity, (hall 
be of the fame Authority as original Letters would 
be, if they were (hewn and exhibited. Let no 
one therefore infringe, .or by rafli Attempt con- 
tradict this Page of pur Declaration, Damnation, 
Command, Prohibition, and Interdict : But if 
any one fball prefume to attempt, this, let him 
know that be will incur the Indignation of Al- 
mighty God, and of the blefled Apoftles Peter and' 
Paul. , 

Dat6d from Rome at St. Marfs the Gr eater y 
in the Year of the Incarnation of .our Lord 1738, 
the 4th of theGalends of May, (28th of ^/>r/7,.N.S.). 
in the 8th of our Pontificate.. 
~ / 

A. Card. Vice-fyatary\ 
C. Amatus, Vice-Secretary. 
Vifa de Curia N. Antonellus. 
The Place t of the Leaden- Seal. 

I. B. Eugenia. 

*R*g!/hrt4:in the Secretary of the. Briefs Office^ &c, 

lh the abovementhned Day^ Months and Year, the 
Jaid Condemnation was fixed up andpublljhed at the 
Gates of the Palate of the Sacred Office of the 
Prince of the Apofiles y and in other ufual and ac- 
enframed Pieces of the City % by me Peter Rbmola- 
• titf^. Curfitvr of the mojt Holy Inquiftiom 

EDICT, 



Digitized by 



2$z Iht History*^ 



EDICT. 

Joleph Cardinal Firrao, of the Title of 
St. Thomas in Parione, and of the 
Sacred Roman College Cardinal Prieft. 

WHEREAS the Holinefs of our Sove- 
reign Lord Pope CUnwit "XII* happily 
reigning, in his Bull of the 28th of April laft, 
beginning In eminently condemned, under Pain of 
Excommunication referved to himfelf, certain 
Companies, Societies, and Meetings, under the 
Title of Free-Mafonsy more proper to be called 
Conventicles, which, under the Pretext of Civil 
Society, admit Men of any Seft and Religion,, 
with a ftri£t Tie of Secrecy, confirmed by Oath, 
on the Sacred Bible,, as to all that is uanfafted or 
done in the faid Meetings, and Conventicles: And 
whereas fuch Societies, Meetings, and Conventicles, 
are not only fufpedted of occuk Herefy, but even 
dangerous to publick Peace, and the Safety of the 
Ecclefiaflical. State ; fiuce if they did not contain 
Matters contrary to orthodox Faith, to the State, 
and to the Peace of the Commonwealth, fo many 
and Uriel Ties of Secrecy would not be required, 
as it is wifely taken Notice of in the aforefaid 
Bull ; and it being the Will of the Holinefs of 
our faid Lord, that fuch Societies, Meetings, and 
Conventicles totaUy ceafe and be difiblvcd, and 
that they who are not conftrained by the Fear of 

Cenfures* 
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Cenfures, be curbed "at leaft by temporal Punifli- 
ments. 

Therefore it Is *he exprefs Ordfer of hi* 
Holinefs, by this Edi£k to prohibit altPerfons, of 
any Sex, State, or Gondition foever, whether Ec* 
cfcfiaftick, Secular, or Regular, of whatever In- 
ftitute, Degree, or Dignity, though ordinarily or 
extraqrdinarily privileged, even fuch as require fpe- 
cial and exprefs Mention to be made of them, com* 
pretending the four Legations of Bslogna % Ferrara 9 
Romagna, Urbino^ and the City and Dukedom of 
Benevento ; and it is hereby forbidden that any do 
prefume to meet, aflemble, or aflbciate in . any 
Place under the faid Societies, or Aflemblies of 
Free-Mafom\ or under any other Title or Cloak 
whatfoevcr, or even be prefent at fuch Meetings 
and Aflemblies, under rain, of Death and Confis- 
cation of their Effefis, to be irremiflibly incurred 
without Hopes of Grace. 

It is likewife prohibited, as above, to any Per- 
fon foever to feek or tempt any one to aflbciate with 
any fuch Societies* Meetings, or Aflemblies, or to 
advife* aid, or abet to the like Purpofe the faid 
Meetings or Aflemblies, under the Penalties above- 
faid \ and they who (hall furnifli or provide a 
Houfe, or any other Place for fuch Meetings or 
Conventicles to be held,, though under Pretext of 
Loan, Hire, or any other Contrafl foever, ar« 
hereby condemned, over and above the aforcfaid 
Penalties, to have the Houfe, or Houfes, or other 
Places where fuch Meetings and Conventicles fhali 

be 
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beheld, utterly ended aitd demoJifhed ; and k is 
his Holinefs's Will, that to incur the abovefaid 
Penalty of Demolition, any legman Ccwyeftwx^ 
Hints, or Preemptions, may and fall fuffice for 
a Preemption of Knowledge in the Landlords of 
fitch Houfes and Places, without AdmttEon of any 
Excufe foever. 

And becaufe it is the exprefs Will of ovp faid 
Lord, that fuch Meetings, Societies, and Conven- 
ticles do ceafe, as pernicious, and fufped of Here- 
fy and Sedition, be utterly diflblved 5 his Holi- 
liefs does hereby ftri&Iy order, that any Perfoos, 
as above, who fhall have Notice for the Future of 
the holding of the faid Meetings, Aflemblies, and 
Conventicles, or who fhall be follicited to aflbciate 
with the fame, or are in ajiy Manner Accomplices 
or Partakers with them, be obliged, under the Fine 
of a thoufand Crowns in Gold, befides other griev- 
ous corporal Punifhments, the Gallies not to be 
excepted, to be infK&ed at Pleafure, to denounce 
them to his Eminence, or to the Chief Magiftrate 
of the ordinary Tribunal of the Cities, or other 
Places in which the Offence fhall be committed, 
contrary to this Edid ; with Promife and Aflurance 
to fuch Denouncers or Informers, that they (ball, 
be kept inviolably fecret and fafe, and fhall farther 
obtain Grace and Immunity, notwithftandin^any 
penalty they themfelves may or fhall have in* 
curred. 

And that no one may excufe himftlf from the 
Obligation of informing under the borrowed Pre* 

text 
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Mat *f natural Seem; or the moft JtavdQatb, 
pr other ftri&er Tye, by enter of bis (aid Holineis, 
Notice i* hereby given to ill, that fuch Obligation 
©f natural Secret, or any Sort of Oath in criminal 
Matter*, and already condemned under Pain of 
Eroemmtmicatien, aa above, neither holds nor 
binds in any Manner, being.mil, made void, and 
of no Farce, cjTr, ^ 

'Ti a our Will that the prefent EdicV, when 
affixed in the ufual Places in Rmt % do oblige and 
bind Emu and its DiftriA, and from the Term of 
twenty Day* after, the whole Ecclefiaftical State, 
comprehending even the Legations and Cities of 
Bologna > Ferrara 9 and Btiuvenui, in the fame 
Manner as if they had been perfonally notified to- 
each of them. Given in Rmm this 14th Day of 
January* 1739W 

Joftpb Cardinal Firra*. 

Jerome Je Bardi, Secretary, 

Rome, In the Printing-Office of the Reverend 
Apoftolick-Chatnbcr. 1739, 

DECREE. 

The i8thDay of Fd. 1739. 

THE Sacred Congregation of the moft Emi- 
nent, and moft Reverend Cardinals of the 
Holy Rtmen See, and Inquiikors-Gena&ls in the 
Chriftian Republick agunft heretical Pravity, held 

^ in 
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in the Convent of St. Mary Supra Minerwrfr, 
thoroughly weighing that a certain Boot, written 
in French* fmall in its Size ; but raoft wicked rn 
Regard to its bad Subjeft, intitled, The Hifiory aft 
and an Jpclegy for the Society ef Frce-Mafons y by 
J. G. D. M. F. M. printed at Dublin, for Patrick 
Odorohy 17 39, has been publiflied to the great Scan- 
dal of all the Faithful in Chrtft y \xi which Book there 
is an Apology for the Society of Free-Mafons, al- 
ready juftly condemned by the Holy See : After a 
mature Examination thereof, a Cenfure, and that 
publilhed by our moft Holy Lord, Pope Clement XII k 
together with the Suffrages of the moft Eminent 
and moft Reverend Lords, the Cardinals, by the 
Command of his Hol'mefs* condemns and prohibits, 
by the prefent Decree, the did Book, as containing 
Proportions and wicked Principles, 

Wherefore, that fo hurtful and wicked a 
Work may be abolifhed, as much as poflible it can, 
ql atieaft that it may not continue without a per- 
petual Note o£ Infamy, the fame facred Congre- 
gation, by Command as above, has ordered that 
the fatd Work fliall be burnt publickly by the 
Minifter of Juftice in the Street of St^Mary Supra* 
M'tnervamy on the 25th of the current Month, at 
the fame Time, the Congregation (hall be held in 
the Convent of the fame St. Mary. 

Moreover this fame facred Congregation, by' 
the Command of his Holinefs* pofitivdy ■ forbids 
and prohibits all the Faithful m Chrift s that no 
one dare' by any Means, and under any Pxetenco 

- whatfoever, 
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Xfj*tfi>ever, copy,, print, or caufe to be copied or 
printed, or retain or prefume to read the faid Book, 
m any Language, and Verfion now publifhed, or 
(which God forbid) may be publiihed* hereafter,, 
and now condemned by this Decree, under the 
Pain of Excommunication to be incurred ipfo Faflo 
by ihofe that fliall offend therein j but that they 
(hall prcfcntly and effe&uaMy deliver" it up to the 
Ordinaries of fuch Places, or to the Inquifitors of 
heretical Pravity, who (hall burn it, or cade it to 
be burnt, without Delay, 

Twenty-fifth of February, 1739. 
Paul Antinus Capellorius, Notary Publicfc of the 
Holy Roman and Univerfal Inquifition; 

The Placet of the Seal. 

Upon the Z$th of February, 1739, the above cited 
Decree was fixed avid fublijhe&at the Gate* of the* 
Church of the Prince of the Apofllet % at the Palace 
of the Holy Office, and at the other accujlomary 
Placet within the City, by me Peter Romoiatius, 
Officer of the Holy lnqmfit ion. 

At Rome, from the Printing-Office of the Reverend 
Apojlotkk- Chamber, 1739. 

Notwithstanding thefe* abominable In- 
fra&tons upon human Liberty, and being thus 
epprefled in the Ecclefiaftical States the Fraternity 
found a fare Refuge from Time to Time in many 
Parts of Italy, who being better enlightened than 
thole of Rome, did not by any Means oppofe the 

fptreading 
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fpreading and propagating an Art, founded on the* 
moft exalted Maxims of found Morality, and which 
'could not but tend to the greateft Advantage of eve- 
ry Kingdom. The malicious Reflections and In- 
ve&ives, raifed and fpread againft the Mafon* all 
over Europe, and with which they have been with- 
out Mercy befpattered, and which would fill a 
Volume, muft be pafied over in Silence, to treat 
of Matters that arc of much greater Confequence, 
and nearer Concern to the Fraternity. At a Time 
whfcn they enjoyed Peace and Tranquillity in 
Switzerland, to the utmoft of their Wifhes, all at 
once a Cloud arofe in a certain Quarter, that 
threatned an heavy Storm $ nor lefs it was than to 
root out and extirpate the hitherto unfhaken and 
immoveable Foundations of Mafonry, and at once 
to overthrow the fuperb Structure that had beea 
ercfling for many Ages. This muft be farther, 
and more at large explained for the Benefit of theft 
who are not already acquainted with the F*£f* 
None can be ignorant, that after the Example of 
France, and Holland, the Stvtfs Cantons received 
the Mafons amongft them, and afforded them 
Treatment equal to their Merit : The Eagernefs 
, with which all Ranks of People applied themfeives 
toyrfiat rajgl)t aggrandize ithgt Uluftrious JBody^hai 
(brved as a Pattern for all other Nations in £urjiff 9 
who value themfelves for their Brightnefs of Under- 
derftandiog, or Lpve for the liberal Arts. What 
fatal Dcftiny, what fanatical Fury, could tranfport 
the Magift rates of Berne to become the Enemies of 

Mafonry ; 
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IWafonry.j the Enemies of a Society who had nev< 
done tfifcm wrong, or impeached of one unwortli 
Deed f Is it then, that Innocence, capable evci 
where of curbing the fierceft and moft maligna! 
Difpoiltions, can make no Impreffion upon tl 
callous Hearts of thefe /age Republicans f N 
The cruel Prejudices with which they armed then 
felves, againft the noble Craft, has caufed them 
publifli an Ordonnance for their Abolition, coj 
taining Aflertions as unjuft as ill founded agab 
the Soeiety of Free~Mafons % who bad Jfyfy and artfu 
ctgpt into that Country. On reading this, who cou 
reftram the Fervency and Zeal with which he mi 
fee enflamed, for the Honour and Glory of tl 
ancient and venerable Society. This it was tli 
Jed the Writer of this little Eflay, to make : 
poffible Efforts for their Defence, by imparting 
the Publick fome Reflexions by Way of Apolo 
for the Mafons, upon their being fo violently 5 
tacked by the Magiftrates of Berne. But that t 
feveral Articles of this Ordonnance may by t 
Reader be better examined one by erne, and 
which he will be the better enabled to judge t 
Force of the Reafons madeufeof againft it, ma 
it neceffary tp infert the laid Ordonnance here 
Length, not deviating in the leaft from the O 
ginal. It is fes forth in thefe Words : 

WE the Advoyer, the little and great Cou 
cil of the City and RepobBck of Ben 
snake known to ail Men by thefe Prefeofc 1 jja vi 

kaj 
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tearnt that a certain Society, called Free-Mafon^ 
fpreads itfelf every Day more in&M ore into all th<r 
Cities and Towns under odr G6vernrrient ; an J 1 
fhat the Perfonfc Who have joined the faid Sotiety,. 
Sire receivW under variour foferrifo Engagements 
and even by Oath : Wherefore having feriouflj? 
reflected upon the Confequcncc« thereof, and con- 
fidercd- that fuch Meeting* arid Affectation*, afe 
dire£Hy contrary to the furidartiental Caws and 
Conftitutions of our Country, and in particular td 
ttte Proteflion required en our Part to difcounte-* 
nance any Aflemblfes under our Government', 
without our Knowledge and wtprefi Permiifion : 
Moreover it has appeared to u»y that if an effectual 
Remedy was not immediately tafen, the Confequence of 
that Negleft might be dangerous to the State. For 
thefe Reafons, and through our paternal Afifc#ion* 
as much for the publick Qood, as the private Ad- 
vantage of all- oar Citizens' and Sutjefts, we have 
found if abfolufely nedeflary to diflblve and totally 
abolifli the faid' Society, which we do by thefe Pre- 
sents, and henceforth for ever we forbid, annuT, 
and abolifh it in all' our Territories and Diftrifts, to 
all Perfons that now are, or (hall hereafter come 
into our Dominions ; and we do in the firft Place 
ordain and decree, that aH thofe, our Citizens and 
Subjeds, who are actually known to be Pree-Mafonss 
Jhall be obliged immediately to abjure ^ by Oath 9 the 
Engagements they have taken in the faid Society ^ befote 
the Bailiff* or Officer of the Diftrid where they live, 
without Delay. And a* to our Citizens and Subje<Sfoj 

who 
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*w.hp actually arc Free-Mafons, *nd not publickly 
Renown to be fuch, and who neverthele/s at prefent 
reflde in our Dominions, or may hereafter come 
under our Qbedjejice ; our Sovereign Will and 
Pleafure is, that thofe who fhaH be found in our 
Pormnions, ih^U betoufid to -renounce their Obli- 
gation in the Space of one Month from the Date 
l>ereof ; and thofe who are abfent njuft fubmit to 
the fame Terms, to be reckoned from the Day of 
their Return ; not only to accufc themfelves, but 
to abjure and renounce their Engagements j thofe 
who prefent themfelves in our capita! City to the 
reigning Advoyer ; and in other Cities, or in the 
Country, to the Bailiff of the Place ; and front 
them they IhaU receive AfTurances of Safety to 
their Perfons, if they abjure and renounce their Obli* 
gationj without delay^ in t)je fame Form as all 
other Mafans are obliged to do. 

Upon Failure -in ^ny Part hereof, they fhall aH 
undergo the Puniihment hereafter declared. But 
4$ the End that no Per/on /hail dare for the Time U 
come to entice^ tempts follidty or be fo enticed, tempted \ 
or fiUiehed to engage him, or themfelves, into this fame 
Society of Free Mafons, we have thought fit to or- 
dain and decree *s follows : 

That aH thofe Mafons who fl*aH hold their 
Aflc,mblies in ourOominions, or who foall entice, 
^teenpt, or follicit others intp their Aflbciatjons, as 
well as all our Citizens and Subjefls. in our DoinU 
mons, and elfewhere, as alfo^hofe who have bee^a 
ftt at Liberty, JbaU for the fuuure frequent fucfr 
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Aflemblies, they Ihall all and every of them be fuk- 
jedcd to the Fine of 100 Crowns without Remtf- 
£on : and likewife be deprived of whatever Place* 
Truft, Benefit, or Employment be (hall now bold* 
and if they have no prefent Employment or Office, 
ihall be rendered incapable of holding any fuch 
for the Time to corac, 

Awd touching the Place or Lodge, where this 
"Kind of Affcmblies are held for the future, the 
Perfon or Perfons, who ihall let or furniih thejn 
with a.Houfc, Room or Place for the holding of 
fuch Lodge, ihall he fubjefted to the lame Fine of 
100 Crowns ; one Third of which to the In* 
formtfr, one Third to the Bailiff' of the Place, and 
one Third «o the Hofpitals, or Fund of the Poor, 
where fuch Affembly Audi he held . Let it be well 
uhderftood that all Offenders who ihall leave our 
Dominions, in order to (atisfy the Payment of the 
faid Fine, ihall be banilhdd from our Dominions 
for ever, or till they ihall have paid xhe faid Fine ; 
and ihall not return again till they have paid it, 
upon Pain of Death. We moreover referve, at 
Pleafure, to punifli with more or left Rigor, ac- 
cording to the Cafe of the Perfon fo rendering 
•himfelf up to our foverfcign Pleafure, or thofe who, 
notwkhftanding their Abjuration, ihall have again 
entered into the Society, or frequent any of their 
Aflemblies. 

We do finally ordain and command, that aQ 
our Bailiffs and Minifiirs ofjuftici* do saufe thefe 
Prefents to be publiihcd in all Churches, and to be 
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fixed up in the accuftomed Places, and Tee that 
thefe our Commands are ftri&ly and faithfully 
executed. 

Giy £N in our Great Council the 3d of March, 
*745- 

It is not intended toaffert that Princes have not 
the Right to forbid their Subjefts from entering 
into any Society or Community, but really to (hew 
the Contrary *y unexceptionable Arguments. All 
Sovereigns have the Authority to determine the 
Anions of their Subjeds, proyided they are by a 
Neceffity, as well .natural as moral, or by the fun- 
damental Laws of the Place, capable of an obvi- 
ous Determination. ' The Exercife of Mafonry, 
-then, comes not under the Number of thofe deter* 
jminable Anions, which by Neceffity or funda- 
mental IAws, are exempted from the fovereign 
Authority. Princes may a& as they think fit, with 
&efpe£t to the Exercife of Mafonry j yet let it be 
well noticed, that what is here aflerted willoftener 
accord with Ihe abfolute Power of a Sovereign, than 
with the common and natural Rights of Mankind 
and ftrift Juftice, which are frequently of a direfl; 
-contrary Tendency. The Ordonnance of the 
-Canton of Berne 9 is not to be attacked on the Side 
of foverpign Power, but in the unjuft Motive?, 
( Suppoiitions and groundlefs Imputations, that oc- 
casioned the over-hafty Magiftrates, to accomplifti 
the Extirpation of the Fraternity. This Event 
Jias however anfwered one falutary End, of clear- 
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ing up the Integrity of the Mafons, and fettiqg 
their Innocence and Sufferings, their noble and 
unexceptionable Demeanour, and other their ad- 
mirable Deeds. in a proper Point of View : Whilh 
dining Merits it flhould have been thought might 
baveproduced thehigheftpratfe, inftead of un word)/ 
and unjuftifiabie Reproach. The Ordonnance iett 
forth that if an effectual Ritiudy was not immediately 
taiph the Cmfequence of that Negleft might hi dan* 
gerous U the State. Is it poffible that the clear- 
fighted Republicans of Berne could difcoycr fitch 
grofs Ignorance, and afford their Countenance and 
Attention to the mean and bafeSurmifes every 
where induftrioitfly propagated and ferved up to 
the higfcr Powers .againft the Mafons ? What 
dangerous Cpnfequence could enfue, if they were 
not afraid of the Fraternity's ftirring up Sedition 
and Rebellion againft the Government ? The Sup- 
pofition is worthy the Suppofers. The AboliQiing 
of fupreme Power, let it be exenyfed by whomfo- 
ever it will ; by Kings, or by particular Perfons, 
Lords or Magiftrajes jnvsfied with fovereign Power* 
could -tend fp no other End than fubverting all 
Order ui Civil Society, create Confufion, and in- 
volve the Couniry.in I^eftru&ion. The State or 
Government, fay the Enemies of Maionry, ought 
to exa^piae narrowly into, and abolifli the Frater- 
nity) becaufe it fpveads .all over the World, and its 
Members are united by Obligations, fo much the 
more ftrqng and durable, as they are thelefs expofed 
to open Day %nd vulgar Eyes, a Word can call them 

together 
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together, wound one and you maim the whole 
Body, one common Intereft unites them all as 
Brethren ; their Myfteries mud then cover fomo 
Scheme for a Revolution, which muft be prevent- 
ed : As they profefs an indiscriminate Obedience to 
their Grand-Matter, and his Officers, all the World 
is threatned with being reduced to Slavery and 
Bondage by themi if they are not immediately ex- 
tirpated without Diftin&ion. Every one will 
readily perceive the Folly and Impertinence o£ 
thefe frivolous and pitiful Suggcftions ; as it requires 
but a fmall Portion of cqmmon Senfe to difcern 
both its Malice and Ignorance. 

If the Conduft of the Fraternity be examined, 
in every Place where they have yet been eftabliihed, 
it is utterly impoffible to fuppofe Mafonry fo per* 
nicious or fo deftruftive in its Defigns and Ten* 
dency ; and to have nothing in View but the Sub- 
verfion of the civil Power 4 which they are ready 
to own comes dire&ly from Almighty God. How 
can it be thought credible that they (hould admit 
not o'nly Magiftrates, but Noblemen, great Princes, 
and even crowned Heads to the Myfteries of an 
Order, the End of which was only to fubvert and 
deftroy their Power ? Can fuch a Thought as this 
enter into the Mind of a Man endowed with one 
Grain of common Senfe ? It is not to be found in 
the earlieft Hiftories, from the firft Eftablifhment of 
Mafonry to this Day, that they ever bore a Part in 
the Intrigues and Troubles that have been the Fore- 
runners of moft cruel Revolutions in many King* 
N doms 
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doms and Sutet of the World. Even in England, 
a Kingdom of all others the moft fubjeft to thefe 
Convulfions, the Fraternity always appeared with 
the greateft Luftre and Glory 5 yet fuch was the 
Decorum they obfcrved there, that none can dif- 
cern the leaft Shadow or Pretence that might caufe 
them to be fufpefied of what is called in that re* 
nowned lfland party Fafiion j a Thing diredly 
contrary to the Prefervation and Continuance of 
that facred Tye which unites them all, upon their 
becoming Brethren : From the iame Motives it is, 
that tbey are enjoined in all their Aflemblies, on no 
Account to fpeak of political Affairs, not only that 
no Umbrage may be given to the civil Powers, but 
that no Diffenfions of that Kind may arife in the | 
Lodges, which has fown the Seeds of Difcord and 
Hatred among the moft intimate Friends : Agatnft 
this the Oath they take is fo facred, that it is held 
as the mod heinous Crime to violate it. Who can 
fufpedt the Mafons of engaging in Plots, which 
jrarely have ended, but by bringing the moft 
flourilhing Kingdoms to the Brink of Deftrudion f 
Surely neither the Religion Qor Policy of a State or 
Kingdom had fo often been (haken, or fuch Seas of 
Blood been fpilr, if thofe who governed had been 
Mafons, or at leaft had put in Pra&ice what they 
account as a Crime. Far from degrading the Au- 
thority of Sovereigns, the Mafons always have been, 
and ever will be, faithful, fleady, and zealous De- 
fenders of it. < 

From | 

< 
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From what has been faid, it muft appear plain- 
ly, to all that will throw afide Partiality, and 
: imaginary Prejudices, that the grave Magiftratesof 
Berne, have been the moft miftaken of any People 
in the Worl4, N in the Pretenfions of their Ordon- 
nance, to think that any dangerous Conferences 
could acrew to them from the Aflemblies of the 
Mafons ; a Society who has no other Intentions than 
to promote Peace, Love, Union and Harmony a- 
mong all Men ; and who might have flattered them- 
felves not only with being cordially received, but 
protected in every State, as they propagated no- 
thing but what would make every one happy, who 
are willing to be fo. Another Article of the 
Ordonnance runs 'thus: All thofe who are a dually 
known for Free-JMafons, Jball be obliged to abjure by 
Oath the Engagements they have taken in the faid 
Society. This Matter muft be clofely examined, 
to fee if the Gentlemen of Berne had a Right to 
pufh their ill Will to this great Extremity, and to 
oblige their Subjefts to take this unheard-of Step, 
and accufe themfelves, which will appear the more 
violent from the Confiderations that follow. 

The Reception or Initiation of a new Brother, 
'is by an exprefs Agreement, made between the 
Matter of the Lodge, and the Perfon who requefts 
to be admitted : By this Agreement or Compaft, 
not only the Lodge of which he is Matter, but 
alio the whole Order of Free- Mafons, acquire a 
well grounded Right, which obliges this new made 
Brother to an exa& and faithful Obfervance of the 
N 2 Laws 
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Laws of the Fraternity, and to fet his Hand there- 
to y and alfo not to commit, any Action that may 
ever fo remotely tend to the Difcredit or Difgrace 
of the Fraternity in general. This no Prince or 
Magi fixate would ever have known, and in couife 
could not have deprived them of j but that theEx- 
ercife of Mafonry not being before inderdicted, 
enjoying not only in Berne, but in other Parts of 
Switzerland, perfect Liberty and Freedom, ren* 
dered it of no moment to make publick. The 
Subjects in becoming Mafons have not done any 
Thing contrary to the Laws of the Country under 
whom the'y live, and of courfe, cannot, with the 
Icaft Appearance of Juftice, be taxed or punifibed 
at all, not having committed any Crime. But to 
force a Mafon to abjure by Oath the folemn and 
harmlefs Engagements he has entered into by his 
own free Choice, and without Solicitation, would 
be the mod (hajmeful Breach of human Liberty, 
the fevereft Infliction, and greateft Difgrace that 
ever befel a Mafon, No, Death itfelf would be 
jnore welcome to him, than to be neceffitated to 
commit fo bafe and foul an Action : And furely it 
may be inferred, that the Magiftrates of Berne, can 
never be fo cruel as to attempt putting this infernal 
Article into Execution, it not being more con- 
tradictory to natural Juftice, than to the facred Ob- 
fervance and only Tye among Men, an Oath. 

It may be deemed fuperfluous to fay, that, a 
voluntary Renunciation is the mod ridiculous Thing 
that could be required of a Mafon. It is never- 

thelefs 
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thelefs fet forth, that they are not only to accufe 
themfelves, but in Confequence of that Accufal or 
Renounciation, they muft abjure their Engagements 
without Delay, A voluntary Renounciation is ac- 
knowledging they have done wrong, or that they 
have offended againft fome Laws of the Country, 
Therefore in order to induce the Mafonsto confefs 
that they are in the wrong, the Canton of Berne 
muft prove the Reftitude of their Proceedings from 
Laws of more ancient Date, than their faid gracious 
Ordonnance; which they never will be able to do. 

But to the End that no Perfon Jhould dare to enter 
into the Society of Free-Ma/ons* we ordain^ &c. 

That is to fay, the Magiftrates of Berne* 
having been fo grievoufly milinformed of the real 
End and Defigns of the Fraternity, not .to know 
what wasmoft for their Welfare 5 bccaufe by their 
Ordonnance they have deftroyed the Endeavours 
- which only tended to make their Subjefts happy : 
Jealoufy and Envy have taken abfolute Pofleffion 
of the Hearts of thefe Republicans, and carry with 
them a moft cruel Chara&eriftick, becaufe they 
facrificed an Advantage worthy of being envied, 
and which many other Provinces received with 
open Arms. They have ftrove hard that the hap- 
py Effe£b attending their Subje&s fliould be en* 
joyed by Strangers. Inftead of repining at their 
Conduit, the Fraternity without Regret, left 
this favage and fcabby Country, the frightful 
Mountains, and dreadful Precipices, to procure to 
themfelves a more delightful and pleafant Retreat, 
N 3 where 
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where they may enjoy the Delights of Mafonry, ' 
true Peace, and the good Things of this Life, 
without Difcontent or Perfecution. 

It is grievous to be obliged to make thefe gentle 
and condefcending Reflexions : But they are our 
Enemies, have put the Sword into our Hands, and 
the Law of Nature direfts every Man to defend 
himfelf, when he is unjuftly attacked. The Li- 
berty we profefi ahd avow makes us look upon the' 
Aflaults x>f thefe Mifcreants with Contempt ; all 
the Revenge we feek, for the injurious Reflections 
they caft upon us, is to demean ourfelves every 
where, fo as to gain the Efteem of all whp chufe 
to be guided by found Reafon. There really is 
very little in the pompous Ordorinance worthy of 
Notice, but what vaniflies in Smoak ; unlefs the 
daggering Title feem to tell you the contrary. 
Should it not feem to be a Work of more than ordi- 
nary Wifdom againft the Mafons, fince the Magi- 
ft rates of Berne were fo good as to let the World' 
know they had condemned what they never either' 
faw or knew 5 that is to fay, a true Defcription of 
Mafonry, and a Picture of a real Mafon ? They 
mull then be indulged : It is to be hoped they will 
not be offended at having the Portrait of a Ma- 
fon drawn for them, to convince them, if pof* 
fible, of the Error into which they have unfor- 
tunately plunged themfelves. But having in the 
Beginning of thefe Reunions given a diftant 
View of Mafonry, we toall here trace out its 
Effeds upon the Conduft of human Life. It al- 
ways 
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ways affords inward Peace, but a Peace not in the 
lead tending to a carelefs Inaftivity ; it is produc- 
tive of the beft Aftions, preferving fuch an Even* 
nefs and Tranquillity, under all difcouraging 
Events, as Places them far above the little trifling 
Incidents that affeft the human Race in their Pur- 
fuits after Happinefs. They know that Bitternefs 
and Remorfe of Confeience, ever attend the doing 
;Wrong, and are the greateft Reproach to the Pro- 
bity they have ever maintained, and thercfrre en- 
deavour to enlarge the good ConduS they fb rigidly 
impofe, to avoid Reproach from their Enemies, 
and to (hew that the Pradice of real Goodnefs is 
the only Thing that can make a good and true Ma- 
fon. They are taught to hope moderately, to fuf- 
fcr patiently, to take Pleafure in what they en- 
joy, to hope for little, and that little to be needful. 
Their Duty is their good Will to Mankind : And 
they live not fo much far themfelves as for others, 
their efchewing Evil and doing Good exalts their 
Underftandings, renders Pleafure more plcafureable, 
and makes them more happy in Happinefs, and 
lefs miferable in Trouble. In a Word, if truly 
noble Inftitutions, backed with all the Force and 
Strength of Reafon, and refined Tafte, if that 
which is folidly happy, and truly virtuous, deferves 
any Praife, they have a juft Claim to it, in Spite 
of the dirty Efforts of thofe mean and wicked 
Perfons, the Fautors of Falfehood, who are eter- 
nally exclaiming againft the Vices, the Paffione 
and Imperfections of Men, and are the iirft to 
N 4 commit 
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commit what they condemn, though under the 
Covering of puritanical San&ity. 

Masonry is the Daughter of Heaven: And 
happy are thofe who embrace her ! By it, Youth 
is palled over ^without Agitation, the middle Age 
without Anxiety, and old Age without Remorfe. 
Mafonry teaches the Way to Content, a Thing 
almoft unknown to the greateft Part of Mankind, 
In {hart, its ultimate Refort is to enjoy in Security 
the Things that are, to reje<£t all Medlers in State- 
Affairs or Religion, or of a trifling Nature, to em- 
brace thofe of real Moment, and worthy Ten- 
dency, with Fervency and Zeal unfeigned, as fme 
of being unchangeable, asending in Happinefs. They 
are Rich without Riches, intrinfickly pofleffing all 
defirable Good ; and in fhort have the left to with 
for, by the Enjoyment of what they have. Li* 
berty, Peace and Tranquillity are the only Objeds 
worth their Efforts, Trouble, and Diligence 
Undifcerning Mortals think to procure thefe by 
heaping up Riches ; and Riches are the only Obj- 
fl-acles againft, what they with fo much Diligence 
and Induftry deiire to attain. What is more com- 
mon than to fee Men argue lefs reafonably, when 
they pretend to have moft Reafon i Is it reafonable 
to be exclaiming at all Times, and in all Places, a- 
gainft the Ficklenefs and Inftability of Fortune, 
making idle and. impertinent Reflexions on paft 
Events, and either give themfelves up to continual 
Murmuring for the prefent, or to the moft fright- 
ful Apprehenfions for the Time to come I The 

reafonable 
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reafonable Man, Jt may be faid the good Mafon, is 
contented in his Situation, finds his Temper fweet- 
ned, and his Manners refined, happy in the Time 
prefent, and thinks of the Time to come without 
any Dread of it ; he knows fo well how to enjoy 
it, as not to be led away with empty and vague 
Purfuits : Inftead of troubling the Publick with his 
Thoughts and Refle&ions, he only ftudies to ac- 
compli Ih the dcfirable End of publick Utility, by 
privately inculcating every ncceflary Duty. He 
chufes a Way of Life fuited to his Fortune, makes 
Choice of Friends conformable to his own Charac- 
ter $ and by adling thus, he gives no mean Proof of 
his Wifdom and Tafte of true Virtue, fo much 
talked of, and fo feldom found among thofe meaa 
and gloomy Souls, who think that the greateft 
Piety confifts in making Scruples of all Kinds, in 
having the holy Lear and hypocritical Cant of a 
ft rait- laced Chriftian, who not having Difcern- 
ment enough to fee any Thing as it ihould be, 
would reprefent Almighty God, like themfelves, 
for % ever with the Brand of Deftrufiion in hi* 
Hand. 

The Mafonsdeteft this infernal Spirit, wifhing 
nothing but Peace and Union to all Mankind, 
which together, with the Rectitude of their Lives, 
enables them to hope for all the Peace and Reft 
that is to come. Strict among themfelves, not 
judging the Faults of others, regular and attentive 
to allneceffary Duties > modeft in Profperity, cairn, 
in Advefity, always^ as ready to be taught as to 
N s teacii 
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teach another, equally incapable of all Bafenefe, 
ill-grounded Complaints, and above all Things, of 
offending a Brother, fpeaking well of him, both pub- 
lickly and privately, and doing all Things according 
to the ftrideft Juftice. Such is the true Mafon ! fuch 
Mafonry, it may he hoped not only in Switzer- 
land, but every where upon the Face of the 
Earth, where that noble Society is entertained ! 
O glorious Architecture ! which never fails amply 
to recompence all who attach themfelves to thee. 
O delightful Society ! no greater Liberty can be on, 
Earth than in thee, nor truer Peace and Content 
than under thy Banners. 

On £ of the nobleft Qualifications belonging to 
Mafons, and the innocent Caufe of all the Perfe- 
cutions and Reproaches they have fuflered, is Se- 
crecy. Certain it is, tl at in conducing all 
worldly Affairs, Secrecy is not only effential, but 
abfolutely neceffary : The, Italian Proverb fays,, 
If you would live well and enjoy Peace, you muft bt 
deaf and dumb. The chief Aim and Principles 
of the famous Philofopher Pythagoras was to bridle 
the Tongue* We read that Demojlhenes^ who was 
an Orator and Philofophrr of exemplary Life and 
great Authority, among his many good Qua- 
lities, was guilty of talking too much, which 
obliged the Athenians one Day aflembled in Coun- 
cil, to aflign him a Penfion, not for him to teach 
Philofophy, but to make him hold his Tongue, in 
order that his Chattering might not do moreMif- 
chief, and create more Mifunderftandings than thfe 

Citizens 
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Citizens of Athem could ever rectify. Princes, 
States and Republicks ought then to efteem it a 
Bleffing to have their Subjects compleat Matters 
over that unruly Member the Tongue. In the 
Affairs of Council, Silence is of the utmoft In*- 
portance. It were to be wifhed that all Miniflers 
of State would praftife this excellent Virtue : I 
wifh that they were Mafons. That Royal Art, 
not only faithfully teaches how to conceal what is 
properly called a Secret, but alfo to be fo difcreet ia 
all Words and Actions, that none (hall think it to 
be fo ; or they cannot in order thereto walk 
worthily by the Square and Compafs. 

Most of the fovcreign Princes of Europe^ and 
especially thofe of England and Germany have 
admitted the Fraternity under their Protection, and 
do not refufe them what in Juftice they defcrve > 
Encouragement and Countenance to all who pro- 
fefs it in- their Kingdoms ; feveral of them have 
not difdained to become of the Fraternity, and 
labour jointly with their Subjects in erecting the 
Edifice which was fo happily begun. This fhews 
itfelf from the prodigious Number of Lodges* 
fpread all over the World. Not to be confined ta 
thofe of England and France^ which are almoft 
numberlefs, it will be fufficient here to mention 
the furprizing Progrcfs that Mafonry has made in 
Germany. The Germans being naturally teachable* 
and ftrongly addicted to perfect themfelves in all 
Arts and Sciences, it is no Wonder then that the 
Fraternity have met with fo many zealous Advo- 
cate* 
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cates amongft them. At Berlin Mafonry is ad- 
vanced to the higheft Pitch of Splendor and Glory, 
fiipported by the generous Prote&ion, and all necef- 
fcry Aid, from his Majesty the King of 
PRUS S I J. The Mafons affemble there four 
Times every Month, and work the Lodge alter- 
nately in French and German. The grand Enter- 
tainment which the Mafons gave at Berlin in the 
Year 1743 is a Proof to all Europe of the great 
Regard paid to that venerable Body, by the Nobi- 
lity, Gentry, and all Ranks, and Degrees of Per- 
sons. T he Cities of Hamburgh^ Leipfic 9 Drefden^ 
BreJkU) Halle and Vienna have proved fafe Afy- 
lums for the illuftrious Brotherhood, and in Spite 
of what happened in the latter, the Order is flill 
Supported under the aufpicious Government of his 
Imperial Majesty. 

His Serene Highnefs the Margrave of Brandcn- 
burgh Bareith, himfelf in the Year 1741 efta- 
Wiflied a Lodge in the Place of hkRefidence $ and 
the Inauguration was Celebrated with amazing 
Pomp and Magnificence. , At Frankfort on the 
Alaine, is the great Lodge of the Union, cim- 
pofed of the mod noble Perfonagcs ; and at this 
Time there is one of equal Dignity eftabliflied at 
Marburgh^ in Hejfe CoJftL The Fraternity had a 
Lodge conftitured at BruJfeU in 1743, and called 
it the Equity : They cauled a Medal to be ftruck, 
which reprefented on one Side a Heap of rough 
Stones, with this Infcription, JEqua Lege fcrtitur In- 
Jigncs 1$ Imos : On the other Side appeared Silcnus, 
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covered with the Skin of a Wolf, full of Eyes and 
Ears, and out of a Cornucopia, which he heU in 
one Hand, he poured out Squares, and other In- 
ftruments of Mafonry. He lays the other Hand 
upon his Mouth, with thefe Words Favete Unguis ; 
and aHttle lower, Mquitas, Concordia^ Virtus, which 
are the three great Pillars of the Fraternity. 

Let any one judge, after fuch ample Proof, 
whether the Conduct of the Magiftrates of Berne 
can bejuftified; and whether there is theleaft Ap- 
pearance of Truth in their Suggeftions of danger* 
ous Conferences to the State ; or whether they had 
any Authority to force the Mafons to abjure their 
Engagements : On the contrary it befpeaks^he great- 
eft Abfurdity to force them to renounce the Society. 
Every Man who judges impartially, or without be- 
ing prejudiced againft the Mafons, will, without 
Doubt, acknowledge the natural Picture of aPrince, 
whoonallOccafions has atHeart the Happinefs of his 
Subjecls x and who has been fo far from baniftingthe 
Mafons his Dominions, that he finds himfelf bound 
in Confcience to gain their Love, and proteft them 
in all Things that depend on him. 

As much has been faid of theTnjuftice done the 
Free-Mafons, it cannot be much out of tjie Way 
to mention the Proceedings of the furious and hor- 
rible Inquifition in Spain, Portugal, and Italy, which 
in direft Oppofition to Reafon, Juftice, and Hu- 
manity, endeavour to extort from Mafons the 
xrrets of their Art, by the moft cruel Torments, 
and 'finally by Fire and Faggot. O what Inhu- 
manity J 



Digitized by 



278 The History of 

inanity ! Dare they In a chriftian Country attack 
the* Innocent in fuch a Manner as Barbarians would 
. look upon with Horror ! Falfe Devotees accuftom 
themfelves to infufe into the Minds of the credu- 
lous Multitude a baneful Poifon againft every 
Thing that they imagine may affeft their Reveries, 
and particularly againft the moral Virtues, which 
they only know by Theory : From them the Fra- 
ternity may expeft the moft dreadful Confequences. 
Still full of that blind Zeal, which flirred up the 
frantick Pagans to perfecute the primitive Cbriftt* 
ans, they think that Mafons muft be the like Vic- 
tims to their Vengeance. It is from hence that 
Rome, that tender Mother, who has often ufed 
Barbarities to her beft Children, came to extend 
her Favours to the Mafons, who neither love 
nor fear her Threats. She falfely perfuades her- 
felf that in the Lodges of the Mafons, they no* 
only a& contrary to good Manners, but com- 
mit the moft enormous Crimes ; form Plots a* 
gainft the Holy Church ; and in ftiort, that the 
Lodge is the head Quarters of Satan, and the 
Theatre of Atheifm. The Populace credit thefe 
well-grounded Motives, and look, no farther* 
though it be trumpeted Abroad by the moft infernal 
Calumniator. In the mean Time the Mafon quiet- 
ly enjoys the Religion in which he was born i 
is obliged to be faithful, juft and true to his 
Country; and the Engagements he enters into does 
not by any Means difpence with the Obligations 
that he owes to God and his Sovereign : But this 
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Declaration will not appcafe our Enemies, they 
require fomething more than being innocent of all 
the Charges alledged againft them. 

The Secrets of the Fraternity then, being nei- 
ther contrary to Religion, nor the Duty of Sub- 
je£b to their Prince, nor in Truth to any Law 
divine or human ; it mud then neceffarily follow, 
that the wicked Suggestions of thofe Incendiaries, 
who, under the Similitude of a Mafon, reprefent the 
moft horrid Monfter that ever exifted in human 
Shape, are void of all Truth. In feeking for the Se- 
crets of the Fraternity thefeMen will for ever feekm 
vain : They who are curious to know them, and 
have all the neceflary Qualifications for it* with a 
general good Chara&er, and being well recom* 
mended, have only to become Mafons to know 
all in a proper Length of Time ; they may depend 
upon it, they will not be refufed. They who 
have endeavoured to compel the Mafons by Force 
to reveal the Secrets of their Art, at firft Sight, to 
the Profane, would have them ad -contrary to the 
eflential Nature of a Secret, becaufe when a Secret 
is made known it is no longer fiich. The Inquifi- 
tion, that horrible Tribunal that has too often made 
the Innocent tremble, have found all their Gallies, 
Engines and Tortures to be without Effedt } they 
never will meet with a Mafon bafe enough to be- 
tray his Truft, and to buy his Liberty, and even 
Life, at the Expence of Honour and Remorfe of 
Confcience. No Man ever, fuppofe him as wicked 
as you willfrlias revealed the Secrets of Mafonry, or 

ever 
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ever will reveal them. They do not fear being 
confuted in this Point. Every Thing publifhed 
with Regard to the Secrets of Mafonry are mere 
Chimeras and ridiculous Fancies. The publick feck 
after Words and Signs. Thefc ingenious Gentle- 
men gratify that itching Curiofity by patching up 
, fome^quaint Conceits, which may be true for what 
they know to the Contrary, the better to impofc on 
miftaken Credulity; and moreoycr to anfwer a 
much more neceilary End of putting the long 
wanted Penny into their Pockets. All the Strata- 
gems made ufe of to entrap the unwary Mafon, if 
any fuch there be, will for ever be fruitlefs, becaufe 
it is as impoffible to accomplifh it, as to puih the 
Moon out of its Sphere. 

Bu T what is really wonderful, and what will 
render the Glory of the Fraternity immortal, is, 
that all thefe pretended Revealers themfelves, do 
them the Juftice to give a tolerable clear Idea of 
their Manners, their Duty to Princes, and their, Re- 
motenefs to every Thing that might create Difcord 
among Mankind : Tho' all this had been owned 
and publifhed by the Mafons ; yet the Revealers 
found the Way of making it be believed. Tho* 
Innocence is a bran K . ot, it never fails, of pro- 
ducing fweet and uciiucus Fruit. The Wrongs 
which it endures tends to its Glory in the End ; the 
Troubles which it undergoes end in Joy j the Load 
of Injuftice produces Praife, and every Means 
made ufe of for its Deftruflion, renders the Over- 
coming of all the more triumphant, Supported 
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hy Patience and' Hope, and divine Juftice to plead 
its Caufe, all the Malice, and all the Efforts of 
wicked and defigning Men, but tend to raife it fo 
much the higher in Glory. As the Application is 
eafy, the candid and unprejudiced Reader is left to 
his Reflexions thereon. 

Th ere remains no more to be faid, but as a 
good Mafon to offer 

A PRAYER. 

THAT the great AtchiteS of the Univerfe, 
the All-knowing, Almighty and Eternal 
God, who hath made us Mafons, would through 
his Grace and Mercy to Mankind, pardon -and 
forgive our Enemies, and bring them to a Senfeof 
their Erroiis, and take from them thofe fatal Pre- 
judices with which they bar their Breafts againft 
the Force of Truth, and fortify themfelves in 
Darknefs, Ignorance and Falfehood, to the End 
that the Workers in the great Work, in whatfo- 
ever Part of the Earth they may be fcattered, may 
not only magnify thy great and glorious Name, O 
Jehovah, but may be faved from all Troubles and 
Persecutions; that the glorious Stru&ure may arrive 
at the Height of heavenly Perfection. 
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The Substance of an 

ADDRESS 

Made to the Body of 

Free and Accepted MASONS, 

Aflembled at a quarterly Communication, 
held near Temple- Bar, December ix, iy 35. 



By one of the Grand Officers. 

Tranflated into French and German, and annexed to 
the foregoing Apology. 



THE chief Pleafures of Society, viz, good 
Converfation, and the confequent Improve- 
ments, are rightly prefumed, Brethren, to be the 
principal Motive of our firft entering into, and 
then of propagating our Craft, wherein thofe Ad* 
vantages, I am bold to fay, may be better met 
with, than in any Society now in being 5 provided 
we are not wanting to ourfelves, and will but con- 
fer, that the Balis of our Order is indifToluble- 

Friendfliip, 
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FriendQup, and the Cement of it Unanimity and 
Brotherly Love. 

That thefe may always fubfift in this Society, 
is the fincere Defin? of. every worthy Brother ; 
and, that they may do fo in full Petfc&ion here* 
give me Leave to lay before you a few Obfervati- 
ons,' whereiqi are pointed out thofe Things, which 
are the mod likely to difcompofe the Harmony of 
Converfation, efpecially when it turns upon con- 
troverted Points. It is, Brethren, a very delicate 
Thing to intereft one's felf in a Difpute, and yet 
preferve the Decorum due to the Occafion. To 
affiit us a little in this Matter, is the Subject of 
what I have at prefent to offer to your Confidera- 
tion ; and, I doubt not, but the bare Mention of 
what may be difogreeable in any Kind of Debate, 
will be needfully avoided by a Body of Gentle* 
men, united by the Bonds of Brotherhood, and 
under the ftri&eft Tyes of mutual Love and For- 
bearance. 

By the outward Demeanor it is, that the inward 
Civility of the Mind is generally expreffed i the 
Mfeuiner and Circumftance of which, being much 
governed and influenced by the Fafliion and Ufage 
of the Place where we live, mulr, in the Rule and 
Pra&ice of it, be learned by Obfervation, and the 
Carriage of thofe who are allowed to be Polite and 
WeU-bred. But the more eflential Part of Ci- 
vility lies deeper than the Outftde, and is that 
general Good-will, that decent Regard, and per- 
fonai tfteeoi for every Man >% which makes us cau- 
tious 
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tions of ihewing in our Carriage toward him any 
Contempt* Difrefpea or Negled. 'Tis a Difpo- 
fition that makes us ready on all Occafions to ex- 
prefe, according to the ufual Way and Fafhioo of 
Addrefc, a RefpeS, a Value and Efteem for him, 
fuitable to his Rank, Quality and Condition in 
Life. It is, in a Word, a Difpofition of the 
Mind, vifible in the Carriage, whereby a Man 
endeavours to fhun making another uneafy in his 
Company. 

For. the better avoiding of which, in thefc our 
Conventions, fuffer me, Brethren, to point out to 
you four Things, dire&ly contrary to this the moft 
proper and moft acceptable Conveyance of the 
Social Virtues, from feme one' of which, Incivility 
will generally be found to have its Rife, and of 
- Confequence that Difcord and Want of Harmony 
in Converfation, too frequently to be obferved. 

The firft of thefe is a NATURAL 
ROUGHNESS, which makes a Man un- 
complaifant to others ;>fo that he retains no De- 
ference, no* has any Regard to the Inclinations, 
Temper or Condition of thofe he converfes with. 
Tis the certain Mark of a Clown, not to mind 
what either pleafes or offends thofe he is engaged 
with. And yet one may fometimes meet with a 
Man in clean and fafhionable Clothes, giving an 
abfolute, unbounded Swing to his own Humour 
herein, and fuffering it to joftle or overbear every 
Thing that ftands in its Way, with a perfeft In- 
difference how People have Reafon to take it. 

This 
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This is a Brutality every one fees and abhors. It 
k what no One can approve or be eafy with, an& 
therefore it finds no Place with thofe who have any 
Tindhire of Good-breeding ; the End and Defigfi 
of which is, to fupple our natural Stifnefs, and to 
(often Mens Tempers, that they may bend and - 
accommodate themfelves to thofe, with whom 
they have to do. 

- CONTEMPT is the fecond Thing incon* 
fiftent with Good-breeding, and is intirely averfc 
to it. And if this Want of Refped be difcovered, 
either in a Man's Looks, Words, orGefture, come 
it from whom it will, it always brings Uneafinefs 
and Pain along with it : For no Body can con* 
tentedly bear to be flighted. 

A third Thing of the like Nature is 
CENSORIOUSNESS, or a Difpofition tq 
find Fault with others. Men, whatever they are 
guiky of, would not chufe to have their BlemHhes 
difplayed and fet in open View. Failings always 
carry fome Degree of Shame with them • and the 
Difcovery, or even Imputation of any Defe&, is 
not born by them without Uneafinefe. 

RALLfcRY muft be confefled to be the 
moft refined Way of expofing the Faults of others * 
and, becaufc.'tis commonly done with fome Wit, 
in good language, and entertains the Company, 
People are apt to be led into a Miftake, that where 
it keeps within fair Bounds, there is no Incivility 
m iL The Pleafentry of this Sort of Conversion 
introduces it often therefore among People of the 
5 , better 
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better Sort; and fuch Talkers, itmuft be owned, are 
welt heard, and generally applauded by the Laughter 
of the Standei>by : But it ought at the fame Time 
to be conftdeicd, that the Entertainment of the 
Company is at theCoft of the Perfon, who is painted 
in burlefque Characters, who therefore cannot be 
without fome Unealinefs on the Occafion, unlefs 
the SubjeS, on which he is rallied, be Matter of 
Commendations in which Cafe the pleafant Images, 
Which make the Rallery, carrying with them 
Praife as well as Sport, the rallied Perfon finding 
his Account in it, may alfo take a Part in the 
Dlverfion. 

But in regard the right Management of fo nice 
a Point, wherein the leaft Slip may fpoil all, is not 
every Body's Talent, it is better, that fuch as 
would be fecure of not provoking others, fhould 
wholly abftain from Rallery, which by a fmall 
Miftake, or wrong Turn, may leave upon the 
Mind of thofe, who are ftung by it, the Jading 
Memory of having been fliarply, though wittily, 
taunted, for fomething cenfureable in them. 

CONTRADICTION is alfo a Sort of 
Cenforioufnefe, wherein Ill-breeding much too 
often {hews itfelf. Complaifance does not require, 
that we fhould admit of all the Reafonings, or 
filently approve of all the Accounts of Things, 
that may be vented in our Hearing. The oppofing 
the ill- grounded- Opinions, and the rectifying the 
Miftakes of others, is what Truth and Charity 
fometimes require of us ; uor does Civility forbid, 

fo 
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fo it be done with proper Caution and due Care of 
Circumftance. But there arc feme Men, who 
feem fo perfectly poffefled, as it were, with theSpirit 
of Contradiction and Perverfenefc, that they fteadi- 
]y, and without Regard either to Right or Wrong, 
oppofc feme one, and perhaps every one of the Com- 
pany, in whatfoever is advanced. This isfo evident 
and outrageous a Degree of Cenfuring, that none 
*an avoid thinking himfelf injured by it. 

All Sort of Oppofitkm to what another Man 
fays, is fo apt to be fufpected of Cenforioufnefs, and 
is fo feldom received without feme Sort of Humili- 
ation, that it ought to be made in the gentleft 
Manner, and couched in the fofteft Expreffions 
that can be found, and fuch as, with the whole 
Deportment, may exprefs, no Forwardnefs to con- 
tradict. All poffible Marks of Refpect and Good- 
will ought to accompany it, that whilft we gain 
the Argument, we may not lofe the good Inclina- 
tions of any that hear, and efpecially of thofe, 
who happen to differ from us. 

Awd here we ought not to pafs by an ordinary, 
but a very great Fault, that frequently happens in 
almoft every Difpute ; I mean that of interrupting 
ttbtrs, tvbils they are /peaking. This is a Failing, 
which the Members of the befl: regulated Confra- 
ternities among us, have endeavoured to guard a- 
gainft, in the By-laws of their refpe&ive Societies, 
and is what the R. W. Perfon in the Chair fliould 
principally regard, and fee well put in Execution, 
Yet as it is an ill Practice, that prevails much in 

the 
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the World, and efpecially where Jefe Care is taken* 
it tannot be improper to offer a Word or two a* 
gainft it here. 

There cannot be a greater Rudenefe than to 
interrupt another in the Current of his Difcourfe : 
For if it be not Impertinence and Folly to anfwer 
a Man, before we know what he has to fay j yet is 
it a plain Declaration, that we are weary of his 
Difcourfe i that we difregard what he fays, as 
judging it not fit to entertain the Society with 5 
and is in Fa£t little lefs than a downright defiring 
that Our/ihes may have Audience, who have 
fomething to produce, better worth the Attention 
of the Company. As this is no ordinary Degree 
of Difrefpeft, it cannot but give* always very great 
Offence, 

The fourth Thing, Brethren, that is againft 
Civility, and therefore apt to overfet the Harmony 
of Convention, is CAPTIOUSNESS. And 
it is fo, not only becaufe it often produces inifhe- 
coming and provoking Expreffions and Behaviour 
in a Part of the Company, but becaufe it is a tacit 
Accuiation and a Reproach for fomething ill taleen, 
from thofe we are difpleafed with. Such an Inti- 
mation, or even Sufpicion, muft always be uneafy 
to Society : And as one angry Perfon is fufficient 
to difcompofe a whole Company ? for the Genera- 
lity, all mutual Happinefs and Satisfaction ceafes 
therein, on any fuch Jarring. This Failing there* 
fore (hould be guarded againft with the fame Care, 
as either the boifterhus Rufticity, and infinuated 

Comtempt, 
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Contempt, dr the ill-natured Difpofition to Cen- 
fure, already confidercd anddifallowed of. For as 
Peace, Eafeand Satisfa&ion are what conftitute the 
Pleafure, the Happinefs, and are the very Soul of 
Converfation ; if thefe be interrupted, the DeGga 
of Society is undermined, and in that Circum* 
ftanee, How fliould brotherly Love continue I 
Certain it is, that unlefs good Order, Decency and 
Temper be preferved by the Individuals of Society, 
Confufion will be introduced, and a Difiblutioa 
will naturally, very quickly, follow. 

What therefore remains is to remind th6 Bre- 
thren, that the Mafons have ever been Lovers of 
Order. It is the Bufinefs of their particular Pro- 
fdfion to reduce all rude Matters to Truth. Their 
Aphorifms recommend it. The Number of their 
Lights, and the declared End of their coming to- 
gether intimate the Frame and Difpofition of Mind, 
wherewith they are to meet, and the Manner of 
their Behaviour when aifembled. 

Shall it then ever be faid, that thofe, who by 
Choice are diftinguilhed from the Grofs of Man- 
kind, .and who voluntarily have enrolled their 
Names in this moft ancient and honourable Society, 
are fo far Wanting to themfelves and the Order 
they profefs, as to neglect its Rules ? Shall thofe 
who are banded and cemented together* by the 
ftri&eft Ties of Amity, omit the PraQice of For-» - 
bearance and brotherly Love ? Or (hall the Paf- 
* lions of thofe Perfons ever become ungovernable, 
who aflemble purpofely to fubdue them i 
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Wb arc, let it be confidered, the Succeflbrsof • 
thofc, who rear'd a StruQure to the Honour of 
Almighty God, the Grand Architeft of the World, 
which for Wifdom, Strength and Beauty, hath 
never yet had any Parallel. We are intimately 
related to thofc great and worthy Spirits, whotave 
ever made it their Bufinefs and their Aim to im- 
prove themfclves, and to inform Mankind. Let 
us then copy their Example, that we may alfo hope 
to obtain a Share in their Praife. This cannot 
poffibly be done in a Scene of Diforder : Pearfe 
are never found but When the Sea is calm ; and 
filent Water is generally deepeft. 

It has been long, and ftill is, the Glory and 
Happinefs of this Society, to have its Intereft 
cfpoufed by the Great, the Noble and the Honoured 
of the Land. Perfons, who, after the Example 
of the Wifeft and the Grandeftof Kings, efteem it 
neither Condefcenfion or Diflionour to patronize 
and encourage the Profeflbrs of the Craft. It is 
our Duty, in Return, to do nothing inconfiftent 
with this Favour ; and being Members of this 
Body, it becomes us to a£t in fome Degree fuitable 
to the Honour we receive from our illuftrious Head. 

Ir this be done at our general Meetings, every 
good and defiraWe End will very probably be pro- 
moted among us. The Craft will have the Ad- 
vantage of being governed by good, wholefome 
and difpaffionate Laws : The Bufinefs of the Grand 
Lodge will be fmoothly andef&aually carried on : 
Your Grand Officers will communicate their Sen- 
timents, 
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timents, and receive your Opinions and Advice 
with Pleafure and Satisfaction : Particular Societies 
will become ftill more regular, from what their 
Reprefentative* (hall obferve here. In a Word, 
true and ancient Mafonry will flourifh ; and thofe 
that are without, will foon come to know, that 
there are more fnbftantial Pleafures to be found, as 
well as greater Advantages to be reaped, in our 
Society, orderly conduced, than can poffibly be 
met with in any other Bodies of Men, how mag- 
nificent foever their Pretenfions may be. Foi 
none can be fo amiable as that which promotes 
brotherly Love, and fixes that as the grand Cement 
*of all our Adions ; to the Performance of which 
we are bound by an Obligation, both folemn and 
awful, and that, entered into by our own free and 
deliberate Choice; and as it is to dire& our Lives 
and Adions, it can never be too often repeated, 
nor too frequently inculcated. 
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General CHARGE 

T O 

M A S O N S, 

Delivered in a Sermon at Chrtft-Church> 
in Bifton, on the 27th of December, 
1749. 



By the Rev. Charles Brockwell, A.M. His 
Majeft/s Chaplain zxBoJhn^ in New* England. 

Publifhed at the Requeft of the Grand Officers 
and Brethren there. 



THE principal Intention in forming Socie- 
ties is undoubtedly the uniting Men in the 
ftricter Bands of Love ; for Men confidered as 
focial Creatures, muft derive their Happinefs from 
each other : Every Man being defigned by Provi- 
dence to promote the Good of others, as he ten* 
ders his own Advantage ; and by that Intercourfe 
to fecure their good Offices, by being, asOccafion 
fuay offer, ferviceable unto them. 

Christi- 
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.Christianity in general (for I now enter 
not upon the melancholy Divifions fo rife among us) 
never circumfcribes our Benevolence within the 
narrow Confines of Nature, Fortune, Profit, or 
perfonal Obligation. What I would advance -is 
this : That we reftrain not our Love to our next 
Neighbour only, this being meerly a Point of 
Conveniency — Nor to our Acquaintance folely, this 
being the Effeft of Inclination purely to gratify 
ourfelves— We are not to carefs our Friends only, 
becaufe Gratitude and common J u ft ice require 
even that at our Hands — Nor yet thofe efpecially 
from whom we exped to receive Benefit, for this 
Intereft and Policy will prompt us to— Nor our 
Relations only, for this the Ties of Blood and meer 
Nature di&ate — Nor is our Love and Charity 
limited to them particularly who are of the fame 
Church or Opinion with us : For by the very 
fame Reafon that we are induced to believe our- 
felves in the Right, they may imagine themfelves 
fo too 5 and what we may judge to be a Perfedtion 
among ourfel/es, they may condemn as a Blemifh. 
Be it fo then : That in fome Points, or rather 
Modes of Worfliip, we may differ ordiflent from 
each other, yet ft ill the L O D G,E reconciles even 
thefe — There we all meet amicably, and converfe 
fociably together — There we harmonize in Princi- 
ples, though we vary in Pun&ilios— There we join 
in Oonverfation, and intermingle Interefts — There 
we difcover no Eftrangement of Behaviour, nor 
Alienation of Affedtiori — We ferve one another 
O 3 moft 
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iftoft readily in all the kind Offices of a cordial 
Friendship. Thus are we united, though difttn- 
guifhed : United in the fame Grand CbriJIian 
Fundamentals, though diftinguiflied by fosie C/r- 
atmftantials : United in one important Band of 
Brotherly Love *, though diftinguiflied by feme Pecu- 
liarities ef Sentiment. 

Freedom of Opinion thus indulged, but it* 
Points never difcufled, is the happy Influence under 
which the Unity of this truly Ancient and Hwnmr/t- 
bit Society has been preferred, from Time imme- 
morial. And whoever is an Upright Afa/on 9 can 
neither be an Atheift, Deift, or Libertine.. For 
he is under the ftrideft Obligation to be a good 
Man, a true Chriftian, and to aft with Honour 
and Honefly, however diftinguiihed by different 
Opinions in the CircuiftftantiaJs of Religion. Up- 
on which Account MASONRY is become the 
Center of Union, and the Means of conciliating 
Friendihip among Men that might have otherwife 
remained at perpetual Diftancc ; caufing them to 
love as Brethren, as Heirs of the fame Hope, Par- 
takers of the fame Promifes, Children of the &me 
<}od, and Candidates for the feme Heaven. 

We read that when TertuUus pleaded againft 
St. Paul* that the chief Accufation whereon he 
founded his Plea, was, his being Ringleader of the 
Sea of the Nazarenes— and this Sefi (faid the Jews) 
we know that every where it is fpoken againjl. And 
wherefore was this Se& fo fpoken againft ? Was it 
from any £vil they knew of. its Profeflbn i Or from' 
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meer Ignorance or blind Prejudice ? We find no* 
thing of the former, but undoubted Proof of the 
latter. And this I take to be pretty much our 
Cafe, in Rcfpefl to Mafonry— as flowing from th£ 
fame corrupted Principles. I have had the Honour \ 
of being a Member of this Ancient and Honoura- 
ble Society many Years, have fuftained many of \ 
its Offices, and can, and do aver, in this /acred 
Place % and before the Grand Architect of the 
Worlds that I never could obferve ought therein* 



cording to the ftri<fteft Rules of Society. Thi« 
being founded on the Rules of the Gofpel, the 
doing the Will of God, and the fubduwg onrPajft- 
$ns % and highly conducing to every facred and - 
fecial Virtue. But not to infift on my own Ex- 
periences, the very Antiquity of our Ccnftitutim 
furnifhes a Efficient Argument to confute all Gain*, 
fayers. For no Combination of wicked Men,, for 
a wicked Purpofc, ever lafted loag» The Want of 
Virtue, or which mutual Truft and Confidence is 
founded, foon divides and breaks them to Pieces* 
Nor would Men of unqueftionablc Wifdom, known 
Intcgrity r ilrid Honour, undoubted Veracity, and 
good Senfe (though they might be trapan'd into a 
-foolifh or ridiculous Society, which could pretend 
to nothing valuable) ever continue in it, (as all the 
World may fee they have done, and now do) or 
contribute toward fupporting and propagating it to 
Pofterity.— 
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As to any Objection that have been raifed a- 
gainft this Society, they arc as ridiculous as they are 
groundlefe :— For what can difcover more egregi- 
ous Folly in any Man, than to attempt to viJifie 
what he knows nothing of? At that Rate, he may 
with equal Juftice abufe or calumniate any Thing 
elfe that he is unacquainted with— But there are 
fome peculiar Cuftoms among us ; furely thefe can 
be liable to no Cenfure: Hath not every Society fome 
Peculiarities, which are not to be revealed to Men 
of different Communities ? — But fome among us 
behave not fo well as might be expected : We fear 
this is too true, and are heartily forry for it, let us 
therefore every one try to mend one : But even this 
Objection is of no Weight with a Man of Inge- 
nuity and Candour. For if the Unworthinefs of a 
Profeflbr, cads a Reflection upon the Profeflion, it 
may be inferred by Parity of Reafon, that theMif- 
conduft of a Chriftian, is an Argument againft 
Chriftianity. Bat this is a Conclufion which I 
prefume no Man will allow, and yet it is no more 
than what he muft fubferibe to, who is fo unrea- 
fonable as to infill on the other. 

Upon the Whole then, it appears that the Rules 
of this Society have a direct Tendancy to render 
Converfation agreeable, as well as innocent,; and 
fo to influence our Practice, as to be ufeful to others,* 
and profitable to ourfel ves ; for to continue in Amity, 
and maintain a fair Correfpondence, to be difpofed 
reciprocally to all Offices of Humanity, and to act 
upoq mutual Terms of Benevolence, which are the 

Character* 
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Chara&erifticks of Chriftianity, are liJcewife the 
Cement of this Society. And how good it is to 
affift, comfort, and relieve the Oppreffed, I need 
not*now obferve. Nor is it lefs obvious, how pleafant 
it is to contribute to the innocent Delight, and pro- 
mote the lawful Advantage of one-another; and al- 
ways to converfe with Security without any the lead 
Suspicion of fraudulent, injurious, or malicious 
Pra&ices. 

Now, in order tocberifii and promote this'IIar- 
mony within Doors and without, let us firft lay 
hold on the fureft Means to flop the Mouth of De- 
traction, by endeavouring to lead a pure and un-. 
blemifhed Life. Let us confider, my Brethren, that 
not the Reputation of one only but that of the whole 
Society is affefted by a Brother's Milberiaviour: In- 
veftedaswe are with that diftinguiftiing BADGE, 
which at this Day is the Glory of the greateft Po- 
tentates upon Earth, we (hould fcorn toa£t beneath 
the Dignity of our Profeffion. Let us then walk wor- 
thy of our Vocation, and do honour to our Profeffion. 

Let us rejoice in every Opportunity of ferving 
and obliging each other, for then, and only then, 
are weranfwering the great End of our 1 nil i tut ion. 
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, oblige us not only 
to be companionate and benevolent, but to adrai- 
hifter that Relief and Comfort, which the Condi- 
tion of any Member requires, and we can beftow 
' without manifeft Inconvenience to ourfelves. No 
artful Diffimulation of AfTe&ion can ever be allowed; 
among thofe, who are upon a Level, nor can Per- 
O 5 foni, 
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fons, who liye within Compact, aft othcrwife than 
upon the Square, confidently with the Golden Rule, 
of doing as they would hi done by. For among us, 
every one is, or (hould be another Self : So that he 
that hates another muft neceflarily abhor himfelf 
alfo : He that prejudices another, injures his ow» 
Nature $ and he that doth not relieve a diftrefled 
Brother ftarves a Member of his own Body 5 but 
then this Relief is not to be beftowed upon the idle, 
indolent, and extravagant } but upon the unfor- 
tunate, induitrious, fuccefslefs Brother. 

Let us next remember the Regulations of this 
Society are calculated not only for the Prevention of 
Enmity, Wrath, and Diffenfion 5 but for the Pro- 
motion of Love, Peace and Friendfhip ; then here 
iurely Converfation muft be attended with mutual 
Confidence, Freedom, and Complacency. He who 
neither contrives Mifchief againft others, nor fu- 
fpedts any againft himfelf, has his Mind always fe- 
rene, and his Affc&ions compofed. AH the human 
faculties rejoice in Order, Harmony, and Proportion ; 
by this our Society fubfifts, and upon this depends 
its Wijdam, Strength, and. Beauty. Let therefore no 
narrow Diftindtions difcompofe this goodly Frame, 
or difturb its Symmetry, But when goo<( and worthy 
Julen offer themfelves, let them ever have the firft 
Place in our Eftecm. But as for the Abettors of 
Atheifm, Irreligion, Libertinifm, Infidelity, let u* 
in the Words of the Prophet Jhake our Hands from 
them, juft as a Perfon would do, who happens to have 
Burning-coals or fome venomous Creature fattening" 

, upon 
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upon his Flelh, U fach a Cafe none would ftand a 
Moment to confider ; none would debate with him- 
felf the Expediency of the Thing 5 but inftantry 
fling of the pernicious Incumbrance ; inftantly en- 
deavour to difengage Jymfelf from the clinging 
Mifchief : So fhould every upright Mafcn from fuch 
perilous fatfe Brethren. 

Th ere is one effential Property which belong* 
to our Craft, which had liked >o have flipped me, 
and which, however condemned, is highly worthy 
of all Applaufe ; and that is Secrecy.- All that 
ihould be difclofed of a Lodge is this, that in our 
Meetings we are all good-natured, loving and chear- 
ful one with another. But what are thefe Secrets ? 
Why, if a Brother in Neceffity feeks Relief, it ia- 
an inviolable Secret, becaufe true Charity vaunteib* 
not itfelf. If an overtaken Brother be admonifhedy 
it is in Secret ; becaufe Charity is kino*. If poflibly 
little Differences, Feuds, or Animofities fhould in* 
vade our peaceful Walls, they are ftill kept fecret,. 
for- Charity fuffereth long, is not eaftly provoked* 
tbinketh no Evil. — Thefe and many m&re (would 
Time permit) which I could name, are the Em- 
bellifhments that emblazon the Mafon'sEfcutcheon. . 
And as a further Ornament, let us add that aroma- 
tic Sprig of Caffw, of letting our Light fo jhinebefor* 
Men, that they may feer our good Works 5 and that 
whereas they fpeak againft us as evil Doers., they may 
by our good fVorks^ which they JhaU hbold, glorify 
God. 
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CHARGE 

Delivered to a 

Constituted L O DGE 
o F 

Fjee and Accepted MASONS, 

At the King's-Arms, in Helfton y Cornwall, 
on Tuefday y April 21, Anno Dom. 1752, 
V. A. L. 5752. 

Friends and Felkw-Bretbreny 

AS I have the Honour of being diftinguifhed 
by a Badge of Office in this regularly con- 
itituted Lodge, I have made Choice of this Op- 
portunity to afilire you that I will ufe my beft En- 
deavours to execute the Truft which you have re- 
pofcd in me with Freedom, Fervency and Zeal : 
And here I beg the Favour of your Attention for a 
few M^utes, while I exhort you to confider wtth'a 

"becoming 
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becoming" Serioufnefs fome ufeful Hints which 
concern all of us. And firft, I beg Leave to recom- 
mend an unwearied Diligence and Affiduity in the 
great Work wherein you are immediately con- 
cerned, to be upon your Guard at all Times, and 
on all Occafions, especially before Strangers, who 
will certainly watch every Opportunity to extraft 
from you that Secret which has for Ages and Ge- 
nerations been hid from thofe who are unqualified 
to receive it. Tlo proper Obfervance and diligent 
Execution of this Part of your Duty will recom- 
mend you to the Notice of the World in general, 
and the Regard of this Lodge in particular. 

Be ye alfo careful, my Brethren, to avoid every 
Aftion which has the leaft Tendency tQ brand you 
with the odious Name and Character of a covetous 
Man, which our holy Brother the Apoftle Paul has 
with great Reafon declared to be Idolatry : For what, . 
my Brethren, can be expe&ed from the Man who 
makes Gold his Hope, and places his Confidence in 
his Riches ? What! but that he will be deaf to the 
Cries of the deftitute Orphan, and Intreaties of 
the diftreffed Widow? Let the contrary Difpofi- 
tton prevail with us, and let not our Charity be 
circumfcribed with a narrow Circle ; but like that 
glorious Luminary which opens the Day, difpenfe 
its kindly Influence to all around us. Indeed, if 
we are good Mafons, we cannot be capable of 
abufing the Means with which Providence has iup- 
pHed us to do Good unto all Men, as Opportunity 
ihall offer, and in a more efpectal Manner the 
5 . Miferablt 
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Mifcrable and Diftreffcd. Thefe are Objeds which 
not only defer ve our Comraiftration, but alto claim 
Relief at our Hands : Let the grand Principles of 
brotherly Love, Relief and Truth at all Times 
diftinguiih us hi the World, and ever prevail a* 
mongft us. This companionate Temper cannot 
fail of obtaining the Love and Efteem of all good 
and wife Men ; and what is of infinitely greater 
Importance, the Approbation oC that gracious Be* 
ing whofe Favour is better than Life. 

Let us alfo be resolutely fixt in the great Duty 
of Sobriety, and not fuffer Liquor to get the Aicen? 
dancy of ourReafon : It is Reafon, my Brethren, in- 
forms us that we are Creatures every Way adapted 
to, and fitted for Society ; and that God has given 
us Knowledge and Underftanding fuperior to other 
Beings on this habitable Globe, who all tend by a 
natural Impulfe to anfwer in their refpedive Spheres 
the End of their Creation j and (ball the Creatures 
thus fulfil, with the greateft Regularity, the dif- 
ferent Purpofes to which Providence alEgned them * 
And Man, the Glory of this lower World, per- 
vert the gracious Defigns of his Creator in ap- 
pointing proper Liquids to fatisfy his Third, and 
exhilerate his Heart, by abufing the Means, and 
forgetting the End of their Appointment, ufe them 
beyond the Bounds of Moderation, and thereby 
render himfelf equal, I had almoft faid inferior, 
even to the beaftly Swine ? Did we but rightly 
and ferioufly confider die many Mifchiefs to which 
this Vice expofeth us, we Ihould certainly be very 
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cautious of drinking to Exccfs, well knowing the 
fatal Confequences which attend it, that it lays our 
Reafon afieep, and roufes the many, too often, pre- 
dominant Paffions which difturb the Mind of Man* 
A,nd whilft we are careful to avoid the (hamefuf 
Sin of Drunkennefs, let us at the fame Time re- 
member that we are in Duty bound to abftain from 
another Vice, which is too common in the prefent 
Age ; I mean the deteftable Prafiice of Swearing 
by, and invoking the folemn Name of the great 
and glorious God on the moft trifling Occaiions, 
This Vice, my Brethren, has not one Motive or 
Inducement, that I know of, to fupport the Prac- 
tice of it. Is it pra£Ufed by the great Vulgar ? It is 
forbid by the politive Command of an Almighty 
God, who is ever jealous of his Honour, and will not 
hold any guiltlefs who taketh his holy Name in vain* 
This Vice is a Scandal to Society, and degrades the 
Man below the Level of the brutal Tribe, who all 
join with the feathered Choir in the Praifes of their 
great Creator. Let us therefore keep a conflant 
Watch upon the Door of our Lips. Let us, if 
it be poffible, live peaceable with all Men ; let us 
keep our Paffions in conflant Subje&ion ; by this 
Means, we (hall be enabled to demonitrate to the 
World that we are good Men and true, that we 
aim at no other Charader than that of Piety to- 
wards God, and unfeigned Love to one another. 
Love, my Brethren, is the Bond'of Perfe&nefc, it 
is this divine Temper which enables us to preferve 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and 

makes 
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makes us like him, who is the pure and inexhauffi- 
ble Fountain of it. Stand fail in one Spirit, and 
be perfectly joined together in the fame Mind, 
and in the fame Judgment ; let us coniider that 
this is a Duty incumbent on us, that it is recom- 
mended to our Notice and Imitation by our great 
Leader and Exemplar, who came to feek and to 
fave that which was loft, and laid down his Life 
even for his Enemies. What a powerful Motive 
and Inducement have we in this unparalleled In- 
fiance of divine Love opened to our View for our 
Inftruftion and Government in this State of Trial ! 
unto which we {hall do well if we take Heed as 
unto a Light" {hining in a dark Place. And I hope 
there is not one Member of this Community who 
does not endeavour to the utmoft of his Power to 
difcharge this Duty as it behoves every good and 
wife Man j and that there are not .any amongft 
us who are not truly fenfible of the Neceflity 
we lie under to fulfil this great, this important 
Part of an Obligation, which is an indiflbluble 
Bond by which the particular Members are united 
and cemented in one Body. Let us fupport and 
recommend this great and laudable Virtue by Ex- 
amples worthy the Imitation of Mankind. This 
is the moft effe&ual Method we can purfue to G- 
lence the ill-natured Suggeftions of the proud, the 
wicked, and the vain Part of our Secies, who 
though they are by no Means proper to be Mem* 
bers of our well-governed Community, yet muft 
by this Means be induced fas it were forcibly) to 
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•wn, and fccrctly to admire, the benign Influence 
of that Love and Unity, which naturally produce 
Peace and Harmony amortgft Brethren. 

I must alfo beg Leave to recommend a proper 
Regard to be paid to the Laws, Conftitutions, and 
Orders of our moft ancient and honourable Fra- 
ternity, and due Deference and Refpe£t to the 
particular Officers thereof in their refpe&ive Places, 
whofe Bufinefs it is to carry them into Execution, 
and I hope the only Contention among you will be 
a laudable Emulation in cultivating the royal Art* 
and ftrivlng to excel each other in every Thing 
*vhich is great and good. Let us convince the 
unbelieving Multitude, that no private, fordid, or 
lucrative Views can ever prevail upon us to admit, 
into the Number of thofe who are acquainted with 
the Knowledge of our Myiteries, the unworthy, the 
profane or contentious Part of Mankind ; but that 
we will Hand faft in that Liberty with which God 
hath bleffed us, and join with one Heart, and one 
Voice, in excluding fuch Wolves from our peace- 
able Fold. In a Word, let all of us endeavour, 
in our reipe&ive Stations, fo to regulate our whole 
ConduA, as not to give juft Occafion of Offence 
in any Thing : Let us be fubmiffive to Supe- 
riors, courteous and affable to Equals, kind and 
condefcending to Inferiors ; and let our whole De- 
portment teftify for us, that we have formed our 
Lives upon the perfe& Model of God's revealed 
Will, exhibited to us in the Holy Bibli ; that this 
Book is the Bafis of all our Craft, and that it is 
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by this Piece of Divine Furniture, fo eflential t<v 
our Society, we are taught Wifdom, to contrive 
in all our Doings, fuch Means as may conduce to 
his Honour, and the Salvation of our immortal 
Souk; Strength to fupport us in all Difficulties and 
DiftrefTesj and Beauty to polifh the rough unhewn 
Block of the mere natural Man, and bring it into 
the Likenefs of our Maker. Let us run with Pa- 
tiehce the Race that is let before us, and by an un- 
wearied Perfeverance in well- doing, put to Silence 
the Ignorance and Malice of fbolift Men and the 
Wife and Great will think it no Difparagement to> 
be influenced by our Example, when we fliall let 
our Light fliine before Men, that they by feeing 
our good Works, may be alio induced to glorify the 
Supreme and Almighty Architect of the Univerfc. 
Let us approve ourfelves fttthful Stewards of thoft 
Things comaitted to our Charge, that whenfcever 
k (hall plead ou* great Creator to deaaand of m 
an Account of thofe Talents which he in his infi- 
nite Wifdom has thought fit to bellow upon us, we 
may be found ready to render it up with Joy, may 
have our Loins girded up, and our Lights burning, 
and we ourfel Ves be as Men waking for the King- 
dom of God, and in that Morning, when the Sun* 
of Righteoufnefc flball arife with Healing in his 
Wings, we may be allotted to a Houfe not made 
with Hands in the happy Regions of eternal Day,, 
may hear this welcome Salutation of the Redeemer 
in the Prefence of Men and Angels, Well done thm 
good and faithful Servant, thou haft hem faithful in 
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et^fevo Tbingiy 1 will make t bee Ruler over many 
Things ; enter thou int$ the Joy of thy Lord. O 
happy Day ! when the Faithful (haU outlive the 
World, and all its fading Glories, {ball fee the Suit, 
Moon and Stars obliterated from the Concave of 
Heaven, and bimfelf employed, fwallowed up m 
the never fading Glories of a boundlefs Eternity. 
Thefe ardent Wifhes for your Welfare, both here 
and hereafter, flow from an honeft Heart, &ea» 
lous in the Caufe of Mafonryi and that every At* 
tempt for compleating this great Work may meet 
with proper Encouragement is the fincere Wife* 
and unfeigned Defire of, 

% Tour true and faithful Brother v 

ISAAC HEAD. 



A Prayer to be ufed at, the Admifjton of 
a Brother. 

OMoft glorious and eternal God, who art the 
chief Archttedt of the created Univerfe ! grant 
unto us, thy Servants, who have already entered our* 
felves into this noft noble, ancient, and honoura- 
ble Fraternity, that we may be folid and thought** 
ful, and always have a Remembrance of thefi* 
facred and holy Things we have taken on us, ami. 

endeavour 
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endeavour to >nftru& and inform each other in 
Secrecy, that nothing may be unlawfully or il- 
legally obtained, and that thefe Perfonr who are 
now to be made Mafons, may be worthy Mm- 
hers, and may they^ and all of us, live as Men, con- 
fidering the great End for which thy Goodnefs has 
created us ; and do thou, O God, give us Wifdom to 
contrive in all our Doings, Strength to fupport in alt 
Difficulties, and Beauty to adorn tfrofe heavenly 
Manfions where thy Honour dwells : And grant, 
O Lord, that we may agree together in brotherly 
Love and Charity one towards another 5 and inr 
all .our Dealings in the World, do Juftice to all 
Men, love Mercy, and walk humbly with thee, 
our God ; and, at laft, may an abundant Entrance 
be adminiftred unto us, into thy Kingdom, O 
Great Jehovah. . 

New unto the King eternal^ immortal, inviftble, the 
b only wife Gid, be Kingdom, Power, and GUry, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Another Prayer. 

MOST holy and glorious Lord God, thou 
Architeft of Heaven and Earth, who art 
the Giver of all good Gifts and Graces ; and 
hath promifed that where two or three are ga- 
thered together in thy Name, thou wilt be in the 
Midft of them : In thy Name we aflemble and meet 
together, moft humbly befeeching thee to blefs us 
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in all our Undertakings, Co give us thy holy Spirit, 
10 enlighten our Minds with Wifdom and Under- 
derftanding, that we may know, and ferve thee 
aright, that all our Doings may tend to thy Glory, 
and the Salvation of our Souls : And we befeech 
thee, O Lord God, to blefs this our prefent Under- 
taking, and to grant that this our Brother may de- 
dicate his Life to thy Service, and be a true and 
faithful Brother among us ; endue him with divine 
Wifdom, that he may, with the Secrets of Ma- 
fonry, be able to unfold the Myfteries of Godlinefs 
and Cbriftianity. 

This we humbly beg in tht Name, and for the Sake of 
Jefus Chrj/f, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

A Prayer to be ufed of Cbrijlian 
Mafons at the empointing of a Brother: 
Ufed in the Reign of Edward IV. 

TH E mighty God and Father of Heaven, 
with the Wifdom of lys glorious Son, 
through the Goodnefs of the Holy Ghoft, that 
hath been three Perfons in one Godhead, be with 
us at our Beginning, give us Grace to govern in 
our living here, that we may come to his Blifs that 
ihall never have an End. 
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Short CHARGE 

To be given to 

New admitted BRETHREN. 

YOU are now admitted, by the unanimous 
Con'fent of our Lodge, a Fellow of our moft 
ancient and honourable Society, ancient as having 
fubfifted from Times immemorial, and honourable 
as tending in every Particular to render a Man fo 
that will be but conformable to its glorious Pre- 
cepts. The greateft Monarchs in all Ages, as-well 
of Afia and Africa as of Europe have been En- 
couragers of the Royal Art, and many of them 
have prefided as Grand-Mafters over the Mafons in 
their refpedUve Dominions, not thinking it any 
Diminution to their Imperial Dignities to level 
themfelves with their Brethren in Mafonry, and 
to aA as they did. The World's great Architect is 
our fupreme Matter, and the unerring Rule he has 
given us, is that by which we work. Religious 

Difputec 



Digitized by 



The History,^, 311 



Difputcs are never fuffered in the Lodge, for 9s £ 
IVlafons, we only purfue the univerfal Religion, or L 
the Religion of Nature: This is the Cement which 
unites Men of the moft different Principles in one 
facred Band, and brings together thofe who were 
the moft diftant from one another. 

There are three general Heads of Duty which 
Mafons ought always to inculcate, viz. to God, 
our Neighbours, and ourfelves. To God, in never 
mentioning his Name but with that reverential 
Awe which becomes a Creature to bear to his 
Creator ; and to look upon him always, as the 
Summum bonum> which we came into the World to 
enjoy. And according to that View to regulate 
all our Purfuits. To our Neighbours, in afting 
upon the Square, or doing as we would be done by. 
To ourfelves, in avoiding all Intemperances and 
Exceiles, whereby we may be rendered incapable 
of following our Work, or led into a Behaviour 
unbecoming our laudable Profeffion ; and in always 
keeping within due Bounds, and free from all Pol- 
lution. 

In the State a Mafon is to behave as a peacea- 
ble and dutiful Subjeft, conforming chearfully to 
the Government under which he lives : He is to 
pay a due Deference to his Superiors, and from his 
Inferiors he is rather to receive Honour with fome 
Rehi&ance, than to extort it : He is to be a Man 
of Benevolence and Charity, not fitting down 
contented while his Fellow- Creatures (but much, 
more his Brethren) are in Want, and it is in his 
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Power, witbotit prejudicing himfelf or Family *p 
relreve them. Ia the Lodge he is to behave with 
all due Decorum, left the Beauty and Harmony 
thereof fhould be difturbed and broke. He is to 
be obedient to the Mailer, and prefiding Officers, 
and to 2pply himfelf clofely to the Bufinefs of Ma* 
fonry, that he may fooner become a Proficient 
therein, both for bis own Credit, and for that of 
the Lodge. He is not to negleft his own necef- 
fary Avocations for the Sake of Mafonry, nor to 
involve himfelf in Quarrels with tbofe who through 
Ignorance may fpeak evil of, or ridicule it. He is to 
be a Lover of the Arts and Sciences, and to take 
all Opportunities of improving himfelf therein. If 
he recommends a Friend to be made a Mafon, he 
muft vouch him to be fwch as he really believes 
will conform to the aforefaid Duties; left by his 
Mifcondu£t at any Time, the Lodge fliould pafs 
under fome evil Imputations. Nothing can prove 
more fliockingtoall faithful Mafons than to fee any 
of their Brethren profane, or break through the 
facred Rules of their Order, and fuch as can do it 
thsy wifti had never been admitted. 
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*be MASTERS Song. 
SONG I. 

THUS mighty eaftern Kings, and fome 
Of dbram's Race, and Monarchs good 
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome, 

True Architedrureunderftood : 
No Wonder then if Mafons join, 

To celebrate thofe Mafons Kings, 
With folemn Note, and flowing Wine, 
Whilft every Brother jointly fmgs j 

Chorus. 

Who can unfold the Royal Art, 

Or fing its Secrets in a Song ; 
They are fafely kept in. Maion's Heart, 

And to this ancient Lodge belong. 
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*The Fellow-Craft's SONG. 
S O N G II. 

HAIL Mafonry, thou Craft divine ! 
Glory of Earth, from Heaven reveal'd ; 
Which doft with Jewels precious fliine, 
From all but Mafms Eyes conceal'd. 

Chorus. 
ThyPraifes due, whs can rehear/*. 
In nervous Profit or flowing Verfe? 

As Men from Brutes diftingu3h?d are, 

A Mafen other Men excels; 
For what's in Knowledge choke and rare. 

But in his Breaft fecurely dwells f 

• Choevs. 
His filtnt Breaft, and faithful Heart, 
Prejitrvc the Secret* rf tit Art 

From fcorching Heat, and piercing Cold, 
From Beads, whofe Roar the Foreft rends, 

From the Afflaults of Warriers bold, 
The Mafon's Art Mankind defends. 

Chorus, 

Bi to this Art due Honour paid, 
Frm which Mankind receives fach Aid. 

Enfigos 
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Enfignsof State, that feed our Pride, 
Diftiiwaions troublefome and vain ! 

By Mafont true are laid aflde ; 

■Art's free born Sont fuch Toys difdain. 

Cho*v$. 
Ennobled by tbt Name they tear, 
Dijlinguifi'd by tbt Badge they wear. 

Sweet Fellowship, from Envy free, 
Friendly Converfe of Brotherhood, 

The Lodge's lafting Cement be » 
Which has for Ages firmly flood/ 

GHojtas. 
J Lodge thus built fir Agetpafi, 
Hat la/led, and toiHeverlaJl. 

Then in our Songs let us record, 
All thofe who haveenrich'd the Art, 

from Jabal down to CarysforL 
And let each Brother bear a Part. 

Chorus. 
Let n*lt Jt^y't Health go round, 
tits Pratfe in lofty Lodge refund. 

Chorus repeated. 
N ° Men Mb Mafons can compare 
Ut n m dejpifo tbt Badge they wear. 

P2 
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<Tbe entered Prentice's S ONG. 

S O N G III. 

COME let us prepare, 
We Brothers that are 
Aflcmbled on merry Occafion ; 
Let's drink, laugh, and fing ; 
Our Wine has a Spring : 
Here's a Health to an Accepted Mafon. 

The World is in Pain 

Our Secrets to gain, 
And ft ill let them wonder and gaze on ; 

They ne'er can divine, 

The Word* or the Sign, 
Of a Free and an Accepted Mofin. 

'Tis this, and His that, 

They cannot tell what, 
Why fo many great Men of the Nation i 

Should Aprons put on, 

To make themfelves one, 
With a Free and an Accepted Mafon. 

Great Kings, Dukes, and fyrds, 

Have laid by their Swords, 
Our Myjfrj to put a good Grace on $ 

And have ne'er been afliam'd, 

To hear themfelves nam'd, 
With a Free and an Accepted Mafon. 

Antiquity's 
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Antiquity's Pride 

We have on our Side, 
And it malceth Men juft in their Station ; 

There's nought but what's good 

To be underftood, 
By a Free and an Accepted Ma/on. 

We're true and fmcere, 

And juft to the Fair* 
Who will trufi us on ev'ry Occafion ; 

No Mortals can more 

The Ladies adore, 
Than a Free and an Accepted Mafon. 

Then join Hand in Handy 

To each other firm ftand, 
Let's be merry, and put a bright Face on % 

What Mortal can boaft. 

So noble a Toajl, 
As a Free and an Accepted Mafon ? 



SONG IV. 
N, on, my <fear Brethren, purfue the great 



And refine on the Rules of old Archlteflure j 
High Honour to Mafons the Craft daily brings, 
To thofe Brothers of Princes, and Fellows of Kings. 
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We drove the mde Vandals and Goths off the 
Stage, 

And revived the old Arts of Augujtm fWd Age \ A 
And Vtjpafian deftroy'd the vaft Temple in vain : 
Since fo many now rife under Carysfort's Reign. 

The noble five Orders, composed with fuch Art, 
Shall amaze the fwift Eye, and engage the whole 
, Hear t : 

Proportion, fweet Harmony, gracing the Whde, 
Gives our Work, like the glorious Cfeation, a 
Soul. 

Then Mafter, and Brethren, prcferve your great 
Name; 

This Lodge, fomajeftick*ftteM parehfrfc y^Fatae: 
Rever'd ft 0*U flafcd till all Nature expire, . 
And its Glories ne'er fade till the World is on Fire* 

See, fee, behoW hete what rewards all cur ToiV 
Infpires our Genius, and bids Labour fipile : 
To our noble Grand-Mafler let a Bumper, be 
crown'd, 

To M Jktafins a Bumper, fo let it go round. 

Again, my lov'd Brethren, again \et it pali,' 
Our ancient firm Union cements with a Glafc t 
And all the Contention among Mafons ll^all be^ 
Who better can work, or who better agree. 

song' 
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SONG V. 

BY Mafons Art the afpiring Dome 
In various Columns (hall arife j 
All Climates are their native Home, 
Their godlike Anions reach the Skies. 

Chorus. 
Heroes and Kings revere their Name, 
Whilft Poets fing their lafting Fame. 

Great, generous, virtuous, gopd and brave, 

Are Titles they moft juftly claim $ 
Their Deeds fhall live beyond the Grave* 

Which fame unborn (hall loud proclaim. 

Chorus. 
Time fhall their glorious A&s inroll* 
And Love with Fr iendfliip charfa the Soul. 

SONG VI. 

LE T Mafonry be now my Theme, 
Throughout the Globe to fpread its Fame, 
Arid eternize each worthy Brother's Name : 
Your Praife (hall to the Skies refound, 
In lafting Happincfs abound, " [croWn'd.' 
And with fweet Union ail your noble Deeds be 

Chorus. 
Sing then my Mufe to Mafons Glory ; 
Your Names are fo rever'd in Story, , 
That all th' admiring World do now adore ye ! 

P4 Let 
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Let Harmony divine infpire 
Your Souls with Love and gen'rous Fire, 
To copy well wife Solomon, your Sire : 
Knowledge fublime (hail fill each Heart, 
The Rules of G'ometry to impart j 
Whilft Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty, crown the 
glorious Art, 

Let noble Carysfort's Health go round j 
In fwelling Cups all Care be drown'd, 
And Hearts united 'mongft the Craft be found. 
May everlafting Scenes of Joy 
His peaceful Hours of Blifs employ, 
Which Time's all conquering Hand (hall ne'er, (hall- 
ne'er deftroy. 

My Brethren thus all Cares refign^ 
Your Hearts let glow with Thoughts divine, 
And Veneration (how to Solomon's Shrine: 
Our annual Tribute thus we'll pay, 
That late Pofterity (hall fay ; [Day. 
We've crown'd withjoy this glorious, happy, happy 

SONG VII. 

GUARDIAN Genius of our Art divine, 
Unto thy faithful Sons appear : 
Ceafe now o'er Ruins of the Eaft to pine, 
And fmile in blooming Beauties here. 

Egypt, 
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Egypt j Syria y and proud Babylon* 
No more thy blifsful Prefencc claim : 

lit Britain fix thy ever during Throne, 
Where Myriads do confefe thy Name. 

The Sciences, from eafteni Regions brought, 
Which after (hone in Greece and Rome, 

Are here in Hundreds ftately Lodges taught, , 
To which remoteft Brethren come. 

Behold what Strength our rifing Domes up-rears, 

Till mixing with the azure Skies : 
Behold what Beauty through the whole appears j 

So wifely built, they mud furprife. 

Nor are we only to thefe Arts confmM j 

For we the Paths of Virtue trace : 
By us Man's rugged Nature is refin'd, 

And polifh' A into Love and Peace. 

SONG VIII. 
Set to Mufick by Brother Commins. " 

AMafon's Daughter, fair and young, 
The Pride of all the virgin Throng, 
Thus to her Lover faid ; 
Though, Damon, I your Flame approve, 
Your Actions praife, your Pcrfon Love, 
Yetftill I'll live a Maid. 

None 
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None (hall untie my virgin Zone, ~ 
But one to whom the Secret's known, 

Of fam'd free Mafonry 5 
In which the Great and Good combine* 
To raife, with generous Defign, 

Man to Felicity* 

The Lodge excludes the Fop and Fool, 
The* plodding Knave, and party Tool, 

That Liberty would fell 5 
The Noble, Faithful, and the Brave* 
No golden Charms can e'er deceive^ 

In Slavery to dwell. 

This faid, he boVd, and went away* 
Apply was made, without Delay, 

Return'd to her again j 
The fair one granted hi9 Requeft, 
Connubial Joys tbdr Dajp have bleft $ 

And may they e r er remain. 

SONG tX. 

G* LORIOUS Craft, which fires the Mind, 
With fweet Harmony and Love ; 
Surely thou wer't firft defign'd, 
A Foretafte of the Joys above, 

Pleafures always on thee wait, 

Thou reformeft Adanis Race \ 
Strength and Beauty in thee meet, « 

Wifdom's radiant in thy Face* 

Arts 
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Arts and Virtue now combine, 
Friend&ip raifca chearful Mirth t 

All united to refine, 
Manfrom'sgroffcr Part of Earth. 

Stately Temples now arife, 
And on lofty Columns ftaod 5 

Mighty Domes attempt the Skies* 
To adorn this happy Land. 



9 rT\ 1 8 Mafonry unites Mankind, 

A To generous Aftions forms the $oul ; 

So ftrift in Union we're conjoin'd* 
One Spirit animates the Whole. 

Chorus to be repeated at every Verfe. 



Then let Mankind our Deeds approve, 



Shall waft us to the Realms above. 



Where-e'er afpiring Domes arife, 

Wherever facred Altars (fand, 
Thofe Altars blaze up to the Skies ; 

Thofe Domes proclaim the Mafon's Hand. 



SONG X 
Bj Brother Oatei* 



Since Union 9 Harmony and Love, 
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The Stone uufliap'd as Lumber lies 
Till Mafon's Art its Form refines; 

So Paffions do our Souls difguife, 
Till focial V irtue calms our Minds. 

Let Wretches at our Manhood rail ; 

But thofe who once our Judgment prove, 
Will own, that we who build fo well, 

With equal Energy can love. 

Though ftill our chief Concern and Care, 
Be to deferve a Brother's Name : 

For ever mindful of the Fair ; 
Their choicell Favours ftill we claim. 

From us pale Difcord long has fled, 
With all her Train of mortal Spite, 

Nor in oar Lodge dares Chew her Head ; 
Sunk in the Gloom of endlefi Night* 

My Brethren charge your Glafles high, 
To our Grand-Mafter's noble Name; 

Our Shouts (hall beat the vaulted Sky, 
And every Tongue his Praife proclaim. 



S O N G XI. 
REN a Lodge of Free-Mafons, are 



In order to make a new Brother ; [their Stands, 
With firm Hearts, and clean Hands, they repair to 
And juftly fupport one another. 




cloath'd in their Aprons, . 



Trufty 
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* Tmfty Brother take Care, of Eves-Droppws be- 
ware > 

'Tis a juft and a folcmn Occafion ; [know, 
Give the Word and the Blow, that Workmen may 
There's one aflcs to be made a Free- Mafon. . 

The Mailer ftands due, and his Officers too, 
While the Craftfmcn are plying their Station 5 

The Apprentices ftand, right for the Command 
Of a Free and an Accepted Ma/on. 

Now traverfe your Ground, as in Duty you're 
bound, 

And revere the authentick Oration, 
That leads to the Way, and proves the firjl Ray 
Of the Light of an Accepted Ma/on. 

Here's Words, and here's Signs, and here's Problems 
and Lines, 

And here's Room too for deep Speculation ; 
Here Virtue, and Trujh are, taught to the Youth, . 
When firft he is called up to a Mafon. 

Hieroglyphicks £hine bright, and here Light reverts 
Light, 

On the Rules and the Tools of Vocation j . 
I We work and we fing the Craft and the King, 
\ 'Tis both Duty and Choice in a Mafon. 

What is laid, or is done, is here truly laid down, 
In this Form of our high lnftallation ; 

Yet I challenge all Men to know what I mean, 
Unlefs he's an Accepted Mafon. 
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The Ladies claim Right to come into our Light, 
Since the Aprm y they (ay, is their Bearing * 

Can they fubjeft their Will ? can they keep th*ir 
Tongues ftill ? 
And let Talking be chang'd into Hearing ? 

This difficult Talk is the leaft we can aft. 

To fecure us on fundry Occafions ; 
When with this they comply* our utmoft we'll try, 

To raifc Lodges for Lady Free Jldafms. 

Till this can be done, muft each Brother be ihum, 
Though the fair One fhould wheedle or teaze on ; 

Bejuft, true and kind, but ftill bear in Mind, 
At all Times that you are a Free Mafin. 

An Ode wMASONRY.; 

The Words by Bretber Jackfon, and fit U Mtjkk by 
Brother Gilding. 

WAKE the Lute and quiv'ring Strings, 
Myftic TruAs Urania brings ; 
Friendly Vifitant, to thee 
We owe the Depths of Mafoniy : 
Faireft of the virgin Choir, 
Warbling to the golden Lyre, 
Welcome here thy Art prevail, 
Hail divine Vrama % hail. 
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Herein Fr iendfeip's facred Bower, 
The downy wing'd, and fmiling Hour, 
Mirth invites and fecial Song t 
Namelcfs Myfteries among ; 
Crown the Bowl and fill the Glafs, 
To every Virtue, every Grace, 
To the Brotherhood refound, 
Health, and let it thrice go round* 

We reftore the Times of old, 
The blooming glorious Age of Gold ; 
As the new Creation free, 
Bleft with gay Euphrofym: 
We with godlike Science talk, 
And with fair Aftrea walk ; 
Innocence adorns the Day, 
Brighter than the Smiles of May. 

Pour the rofy Wine again, 
Wake a louder, louder Spain > 
Rapid Zephyrs, as ye fly, 
Waft our Voices to the Sky ; 
While we celebrate the Nine, 
And the Wonders of the Trine, 
While the Angels fing above, 
As we below, of Peace and Love. 
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The Free-Mafom Anthem fung at laying 
the Foundation of the New* Exchange, 
at Edinburgh. 

GR A N T me, kind Heav'n, what I rcqueft ; 
In Mafomy let me be bleft ; 
] d me to that happy Place,. 
Where Friendfhip fmiles on every Face; 
Where Freedom, and fweet Innocence, 
Enlarge the Mind, and chear the Senfe. 

Where fceptcr'd Reafon from her Throne 
ej s the Lo&gt) and makes us one ; 
And Harmony's delightful Sway 
For ever {bed* ambrofial Day ; 
Where we bkfs'd EcUrfs Pleafure tafte, 
WhilH balmy Joys are our Repaft. 

Our Lodge the (bcial Virtues grace, 
And Wtfdom's Rules we fondly trace ; 
Wh$P Nature, open to our View, 
Points out the Path we (hould purfue. 
Let us fubfift in lafting Peace, 
An J may our Happinefs increafe. 

No plying Eye can view us here, 
No Fool nor Knave difturb our Cheer; 
Our weli-form'd Laws fet Mankind free, 
And £ivcs Relief to Mifery. 
The Poor, opprefe'd with Woe and Grief, 
Gain from our bounteous Hands Relief* 

FINIS. 

Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



, y Google 



, y Google 



. j .« 



AN 



, y Google 



